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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Bv the arrival of the steamer Caledonia, at Bos- 
ton, on Saturday last, we have London dates to the 
19th ult. Nothing of material interest had transpir- 
ed. The Acadia reached Liverpool on the 14th.— 
The packet ship Rochester reached Liverpool the 
13th, having left New York the 23d October. The 
mammoth steamer Great Britain has been unable to 
Jeave Bristol on her trial trip,—she is now detained 
for a tide high enough to get out. 

The queen and prince Albert are said to be in 
prime health, and we have the details of their at- 
tending a splendid christening at Burleigh, prince 
Albert officiating as godfather to a little ‘‘Victoria.”’ 

The anti corn law league have taken Covent Gar- 





—— 


sion, which we did not then use, partly because Its 
contents were not at our absolute disposal, and part- 
ly because we did not give 1 the consideration to 
which subsequent events have proved it was entitled. 
[t contained in full detail, the plan of an association 
or secret society in Mexico, whose members were 
mutually pledged to labor for the political and abso- 
lute union of Mexico with the United States, and 
gives the reasons for this bold and original deter- 
mination. The names appended are among the most 
influential in Mexico—men intimately acquainted 
with the spirit and workings of our institutions.” 

If reliance be placed in this statement, the ‘‘an- 
nexation of Mexico” will hardly tarry for the com- 
pletion of the ‘tannexation of Texas.” 

Texas. Trade of Galveston. The imports during 
the year ending 3lst October amounted to $510,329 





den Theatre for the next season, at a rent of £3000. 
Dr. Abercrombie, of Edinburz, died recently of) 
apoplexy. Mrs. Hofland,the autiori:e, ci don t'e 
jih ult., aged 74. The empress of Russia is in very | 
hod health, having had a hemorrhage of the lungs.— | 
M 3s Martineau has pul l shed an account of the ent:re. 
relief she has- experienced by mesmerism from a) 
painful disorder which was rapidly sinking her to-| 
wards the grave, and for which medical aid was) 
deemed unavailing. Alderman Gibbs, the new lord | 
mayor of London, was sworn into office on the 8th | 
ull. 


‘ 

IneLanp. At the repeal meeting of the 11th, Mr. 
Ray, the secretary, re-appeared, bringing a letter | 
from O'Connell, his late fellow prisoner, which an- | 
nounced that he should be with them at their meeting 
on the 25th, and bring forward two important propo- | 
sitions; one of which was to impeach those who had | 
prosecuted hin. Mr. O'Connell in a long letter, 
states tiat the En: ish whigs have taulked the at- 
tempt to get up a federal movement on that side of 
the channel, and he therefore abandons the scheme 
and “hurrah then for the repeal.” 

Spain. A conspiracy to assassinate the minister | 
has been detected. General Prim and many others | 
are implicated and arrested. | 

Iraty has suffered severely by inundations. 

Germany is much occupied by Zoll Verein nego- ; 
tiutions. The Austrian states it is said will not ac-| 
cede tothe union. ‘The trade uf Holland and Bra-| 
zil are subjects of negotiation. | 

Hottanp. The chambers had been debating for | 
six days, on a reply to the king’s speech, which de-| 
bate for the first time, was conducted with open. 
doors. 

Potanp. A conspiracy was detected, or rather 
suspected. Arrests were inade, and several persons | 
were ordered to the mines of Siberia. 

Cuina dates to the 13th July, announce the death | 
of the governor of Canton. 

Inpia. Bombay dates to the Ist October. Seri-! 
ous riots took place at Surat on the 28th August, on| 
account of the increase of the salt tax. | 

Mexico. All eyes arenow directed towards our! 
neighbor of the south. Santa Anna has his hands| 
full, In addition to the menacing posture of affairs | 
between the United States and the Mexican govern- | 
ment, intelligence received at New Orleans by the 
W alerwitch, from Vera Cruz, as late as the 27th 
November, represent the extent of the disaffectiong 
against Santa Anna, as assuming a very serious cha- 
racter. We had accounts before of the province of 
Jalisco being in arms, and that Santa Anna at the 
head 6000 men was marching to suppress the insur- | 
rection. ‘he accounts now state that the assemblies | 
of the departments of Aguas Calientes, Queretaro, 
San Louis Potosi, and Zacatecas have joined Pare- 
des, and that the whole interior is reported as up in 
arms in favor of the revolution. Vera Cruz has de- 
Clared for Santa Anna, but the soldiers were sus- 
pected of disaffection. Sania Anna had approached 
Mexico and was near the city, but his 6000 men| 
Were said to be deserting by whole regiments. One | 
regiment numbering 800 had only its officers and | 
four privates left. A rumor prevailed at Vera Cruz 
that he was in full retreat towards Vera Cruz. A 
private letter received at New Orleans from Vera 
Cruz, intimates that Santa Anna’s administration was 
about to be overthrown,—that more than 30,000 ci- 
lizens were under arms, and that the gates of the 
city Were closed against him. 

by the way, the New York Sun says: ‘Some time 
Since a singular document was placed in our posses- 

Vol. XVIL.—Sig.15 








| “ : : 
| ducked at Gospurt navy yard fast week. On 
; i 4 : 

instant, sie left Nortulk tor Philadelphia, where she | 


i which is the English admural’s rendezvous. 
i welland now beund to Windward. 


37. Revenue received for the same period 9108 - 
615 47. : 

News of the probability of the election of Polk 
and Dallas, was received with great joy in Texas. 











NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS BY ‘THE PRESIDENT. 
Revsen M. Wuirney, Esq. to be Recorder of the 
general land office. age 
JonaTuan Sropparp, Eq. of New Haven, is ap- 
pointed District Attorney for the state of Connecticut, 
in the place Chas. Chapman, esq. removed. 


—_— 





THE ARMY. 

The Texian papers state that Capt. David Boon, 
of the United States army, attended the recent Indi- 
an treaty as a commissioner from the United States, and 
also that Lieut. Stephens, of the United States army, 
arrived at \WWashington, ‘l'exas, on the 12th ultimo, 


| with despatches from this Government, represented 
| to be favorable to Texas. 


THE NAVY. 


The U. S. steamer Princeton, Captain Stockton, was 


now Is. 

The U.S. frigate Potomac, Com. Conner, went to sea 
froin Norfolk last Sunday on a cruise. 

‘The Mexican steamer Guadaloupe, Com. Expins, left 
Norfolk on Saturday for Vera Cruz via Llavana. 

‘The U.S. trigate Cumberland arrived at Port Mahon, 
on the 25th Octuber, trom Malta. 


The Plymowh, Com. Henry, was daily expected at! 


Mahon frum Marselles: 


The U.S brig Oregon, Lieut. A. Sinclair, comman- | 


der, putinto Kingston, Jami. on the I7ch uit, for provi- 
sious. All well. She was to have sailed on the 19h ult. 
tor Catthagena, to await the arrival ot Mr. Blackford, 
our minister at Bogota, who ls to return in the Oregon 
to the Untied States. 

A letter from au officer on board the United States 
ship Decatur, dated Benguila, Alrica, September 25:h, 
1844. Our ship arrived he:e to day froma cruise. Off 
Leango spohe H. B. M. Star, ona cruise, having within 
a few days captured two Spanish brigs fall of slaves and 
a large amount of specie, and sent them to Ascension, 


We are all 


The U.S. £rie sailed from Brooklyn on the 9th for 
the coast ot Atrica. 

The U.S. schooner Shark, from Guayaquil, was at 
Callao on the 21st of August. 

The U.S. frigate Savannah sailed from Callao on 
the 13th of August for the Sandwich Islands. 

The U.S. store ship Relief sailed on the 16th, from 
the same port for Valparaiso. 


The U.S. ship Saratoga towed into Norfolk navy | 


yard on the 6th Instant, to be fitted for sea. 

The Macedonian. 
mandant of the African squadren dated at sea Lat. 
U. 0. Long. 0. 0. July 4th 1844, says: ‘The regula- 
tions of the service, requiring thata salute should be 
fired in commemoration of the day, 1 determined to 
give the ceremony greater interest, by firing at the 
precise instant, that the ship should be immediately 
upon the Equator. At nvou, it was ascertained, by 
careful observations, that we were in Jat. WU deg. 14 
min. S. having crossed to the southward during the 
morning. ‘The ship was now steered to the north- 
ward, and at 2h, 55., P. M. had again reached the 
Equator, in longitude 00 deg. 30 min. east of Green- 
which—at which point she was hoveto, and 26 guns 
were fired in houor of the twenty-six states of the 


the Sth | 


federal unicn. And tomake the commemorationof the 
day still more remarkable, she was then run directly 
upon the Equator due west, true, 3) miles, until at 
7 h.10m. P. M. she reached the spot where the Me- 
ridian of Greenwich intersects the Equator—the 
point of no latitude and no longitude, according to the 
recognized charts in general use, and from which this 
letter is dated. Here 13 guns have been fired in 
honor of the original thirteen states. 

Another curious incident may be appropriately 
mentioned in this communication. On the 16th of 
March Jast, this ship being on her passage to the 
north, crossed, at 2,P, M., the very point of her cap. 
ture, which, according to the official despatch of 
commodore Decaturs, was in latitude 20 deg. 00 min. 
N., longitude 29 deg. 30 min., west. 

The position of the ship at noon, two hours previ- 
ous, was ascertained by meridian observation and by 
three good chronometers, to be in latitude 28 deg, 43 
min., and longitude 28 deg., 29 min, W., so there 
could be no possible errorjasto her position at 2, P. M, 

The U.S. brig Pioneer was sold at auction at Nor- 
folk onthe 7th instant, she was 222 tons, built of live 
oak, of great strength, coppered ano copper fastened, 
recently from sea. 

NavaL Sentence. The sentence of the naval 
general court martial, recently held in Washington, in 
the case of Mr. John Faron Jr.. chief engineer of the 
Missouri, is suspension forone year, It was approv- 
ed by president Tyler. 

Caprore OF THE WHOLE OF THE BLOCKADING Ar- 
GENTINE SQ0ADRON OFF Monte Vipeo, By tne U 
STATES FRIGATE ConGress, Carr. VoruHEgEs. 

By an arrival at New York files of the Buenes Ay- 
res *‘ British Packet” tothe 12th October are received, 
|‘They contain the British version of an affair off 
Monte Video, which we wait fora more authentic 
statement of, from our own ofticers. 
| Preliminary to giving the account alluded to, it is 
| propper to state, that intelligence of the death of 
| commander W.D. Newman, in charge of the U.S. 
| Shooner Bainbridge, is received. It appears that one 
‘of the Argentine vessels of war had fired into the 
| Bainbridge, and that commander Newman, suppos- 
| 
} 
| 





ing it to have been done by mistake, did not return 
the fire. His conduct is said to have been approved 
by his own officers, but was censured by other offi- 
|cers of the squadron, which so operated upon his 
| mind as to produce delirium. Ali the eflurts of his 
crew to compose his mind were unavailing; On the 
Lith Oct. he sprung overboard, and was drowned. 

How far this affair may have operated to produce 
the measures taken by Cap. Voorhees on the 29:h of 
October, we shall no doubt learn by his report of the 
aflair to the government, which his countrymen will 
await the arrival of with no small anxiety. 

The account given in the “British Packet” is in 
substance that on the 29il1 of October a pilot-boat 
schuoner called the Sancala, and armed by the be- 
sieging, genera! Oribe, to protect the commerce of 
Buse against the cruisers of the Monte Videans, 
vave chase to some Monte Videan fishing boats, one 
of which ran alongside of a barque in the harbor 
which received the crew of the fishing boat on 
beard. 

The Sancala, after capturing several of the fishing 
boats, came alongside of the blockading flag ship siriet 
delivered some despatches from Oribe, after which 
ishe got under way. Moantime the barque which 
had protected the fishermen, and which proved to be 
the Rosalva, having on board Mr. Silas E. Burrows 
of New York, (who had a dilliculty with the Argen- 





tine government, some time ago, owing to the seiz- 
ure of his ship, the Herald,) had sent a boat on boaad 


| the frigate Congress, which soon after manned some 
A letter from Com. Perry com-|of her boats and sent thein to board the Sancala.— 


The crews of the boats, on boarding the Sancaia, 
hauled down the Oriental! flag, hoisted that of the Uni- 
ted States, and sent the oflicers and crew on board 


ithe Congress. 


‘The Sancala, being now manned by United States 
officers and seamen, captured the Ninth of July, one 
of the blockading squadron; and, to make short of the 
story, all the other blockading vessels were taken 
possession of by © stain Voorhees, some with and 
some without a slow of resistance. ‘They were tne 
Ninth of July, the T'wenty fitth of May, and the Re- 
publicano, the Twenty-fift. of May not string wn- 
lil a shot had been fired over her from the Con- 
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for all this preceedure, but Captain Voorhecs refused 
'o give him any; subsequently however, when Capt. 
F’. was senton board the Congress, Captain Voorhees 
told him that some of the musket shots fired from the 
Sancala, when in pursuit of the fishing boat, had 
struck the Rosalva, and that this was the reason. 

Captain F. explained that the Sancala did not be- 
‘ong to the Argentine squadron, but was fitted out by 
Oribe, and carried the Oriental flag; upon which, 
‘ays the Packet, Captain Voorhees perceived that he 
iad been too hasty and§s‘gnified (o Capt. F. and the 
other Argentine officers that they were at liberty to 
rejoin their respective vessels, and hoist their flags; 
a Jiberty of the latter branch of which Capt. F. re- 
fused to avail himself without ainmple apology and re- 
raration. 

He subsequently, however, went on board his ves- 
++ | and drew up an energetic protest, which he sent 
1» Captain Voorhees. 

Shortly after a new commodore arrived and took 
command of the Argentine squadron, who ordered the 
vessels to hoist their flags again and proclaimed the 
1 - stablishment of the blockade. 

At the date of the last advices from Monte Video 
(at Buenos Ayres) Captain Voorhees still detained 
i!.e Sancala with her cflicers and crew, on the plea 
‘tat no papers were found on board, showing her 
ct aracter. : 

The Packet affirms that the attempts to involve 
jirazilin a war with Buenos Ayres have utterly fail- 
+; and gives a Jong accounto! an attempt made by 
~ nor Paz [formerly commandant of Monte Video] to 
«-cape from Brazil, after being denied passports by 
‘i.e Brazilian Government. He had got as far as 
ata Catalina, but was there arrested and sent back 
t Rio de Janeiro. 

Fresh disturbances had broken out in the Brazilian 
; rovice of Pernan. buco, and the Imperial Govern- 
ia nt had been cbliged to send thither a large rein- 
or cement of troops. 

(ieneral Oribe had published a decree, prohibiting 
i! « introduction of merchandize from Monte Video 
isto any other port of the Oriental Repnblic. 


‘he latest accounts from Rivera are given in the 
| « ket of September 14—to wit, that after a vain at- 
i. «apt of three days to gain possession of Core Largo, 

inall town on the frontier, he and his forces took 
i flight on the approach of Gen. Urquiza and had not 
1. en heard of since. 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 





Maine Election— Official. 











Cley. Polk Birney. 

Y rk 3216 5117 453 
( «nberland 4483 6367 695 
jincoln 4566 5354 461 
ttancock 1849 2608 105 
ashington 2329 2605 77 
i. onebeck 5393 3535 561 
. ford 1887 4895 397 
:} merset 2848 2530 435 
i eiobscot 3376 4895 695 
\» aldo 1826 4661 316 
! scataquis 1074 1136 228 
; canklin 1132 1609 392 
Aroostook 398 907 21 
34,377 45,719 4236 


Polk’s majority over all, 6506. 

Polk’s plurality over Clay, 11,342 

Kingfield and Chesterville in Franklin, Brooktville 
in Hancock, and Centreville, in Washington, made 
+o returns—reported unofficially, Clay, 241, Polk 
-45, Birney 26. Places not heard from gave, in 
September, for Robinson 53, Anderson 139, Scatter- 
5 { Kennebeck Journal. 


lig J. 


New Yorx—Electorai election. 
upon the loco ticket is for Benj. 7. Bulli r 
The highest on the whig ticket is for 

J A, Collier 


The highest vote 


23 d 8d 


232,482 
Butler’s majority over the highest whig 5,106 
The highest vote on the abolition ticket 15,814. 
Butler falls short of a majority over whig and ab- 
olition 10,708. On the loco ticket John Gillet falls 
245 short of Butler ’s vet2z—W. C. Thompson 102, and 
others from 20 to 50. 

On the whig tchet Leavitt falls 190 short of Col- 
ie1’s vole—Willis Hall 74 and others from 20 to 30. 

On the abolition ticket S. V.St. John falls 1419 
short of the highest candidate P. G. Key, 106 &c. 

Assuming the highest vote on all three tickets as 
tle aggregate yote of the state we would have- a 
grand total of 485,884. The actual vote is note quite 
so muc!’. 
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Lovistana— Official. 


Parishes. Clay. Polk. | Parishes. Clay. Polk 
Planuemines 37 1007] St. Mary 352 142 
St. Bernard 185 84] St. Martin 479 = 303 
oan Orleans ae 2612 | Lafayette 193 399 
effers on 403 | St. Landr 

St. Charles 96 42] Calcasieu , wet Om 
St. John Bapt. 142 113 | Avoyelles 189 364 
St. James 351 181] Rapides 419 586 
Ascension 239 264] Natchitoches 452 650 
Assumption 285 279 ] Claiborne 193 475 
Lafourche Int. 474 137 | Ouachita 106 206 
Terrebonne 265 164 | Catahoula 243 = 304 
Iberville 253 235 | Carroll 190 22) 
W: B. Rouge 209 104 | Madison 206 198 
i B’n Rouge 325 3938 | Caldwell 69 194 
E. Feliciana 329 419 | Caddo 000 0600 
W. Feliciana 243 308 | Union 206 213 
St. Helena = 154 222 | Bossier 59 103 
Livingston 100 =229 | Franklin 134 158 
Washington 127 230 | Sabine 255 383 
St. Tammany 169 199 | De Soto 000 =000 
Point Coupee 174 175! Morehouse 107 31 
Concordia 157 95] Vermillion 176 104 
lensas 188 108 








12,818 13,477 
12,818 





Majority for Polk 
No returns from Caddo or De Soto. 


659 





Votre or TENNESSEE, BY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 


sce Majorities. 
Districts. Clay Polk Whig Loco. 
1 4215 490] 636 
2 6950 4426 2524 
*3 6639 6001 638 
4 3683 5747 2064 
5 3106 6541 3435 
6 4507 6134 1627 
7 6641 4162 2479 
8 5475 4426 1049 - 
9 4754 5626 872 
10 6050 5994 55 
1} 6828 4628 2200 


*Now Tepresented by Blackwell, locofoco. 


Micuiean Evection. Presidential Electors. Official 


1840. 1844. 

V. Buren. Har. Polk. Clay. Bir. 
Allegany 174 257 243 = 223 ll 
Barry 105 128 249 228 16 
Berrien 552 549 828 713 35 
Branch 661 543 888 644 89 
Calhoun 1169 1143 1528 1357 226 
Cass 527 670 715 760 59 
Chippewa* 99 4i 14 
Clinton 144 221 983 250 19 
Eaton 229 337 376 86410 61 
Gennesee 380 512 676 733 183 
Hillsdale 721 841 1084 958 212 
Ingham 261 254 441 432 45 
Jonia 219 266 398 418 59 
Jackson 1121 =1504 1389 1302 475 
Kalamazoo 744 954 828 932 276 
Kent 320 319 564 476 33 
Lapeer 443 49] 502 399 83 
Lenawee 1565 2418 2272 2177 228 
Livingston 853 700 1030 687 108 
Macomb 1]24 982 1359 963 140 
Mackinaw 79 85 160 43 
Monroe 1028 939 1283 ©6870 48 
Oakland 2365 2972 2833 2225 377 
Ottawa 8&8 81 116 42 17 
Saginaw 100 89 104 107 2 
Shiawassee 131 283 269 300 96 
St. Clair 446 517 617 = 69 27 
St. Joseph 761 800 976 935 84 
Van Buren 251 182 350 389273 45 
Wayne 2246 9237 2737 2345 192 
Washtenaw 2057 2526 2549 2347 386 





21,165 22.952 
21,165 


27,703 24,237 3632 
24,237 





Harrison’s maj. 1,787 3,466 Poik’s maj. 


*Unofificial. 
Whig majority in 1840. 1787 
Dem. $6 “ 1844. 3466 
Dem. gain. 5253 
44,41] 


Aggregate vote in 1840. 
- ‘© ** 1844. (without Chippeway ) 55,558 





11,147 


Increase. 
Abolition vote in 1840. 294 
ic “6 ts 1844 3.632 
Increase. 3,333 


ne sn = 


ee - . ——. 


Missourt. The legislature of this state assem- 
bled in Jefferson city on the 18th inst. C.F. Jack- 
son was elected speaker of the house. He isa Hard 
loco, and so are all the officers of both houses. 

Annexation of Texas. Resolutions have been in- 
troduced, and are before the legislature of Missour; 
mstructing their senators and requesting the repre. 
sentatives of that state to vote for, and support pro- 


positions for the immediate annexation of Texas to 
the union, 


Arkansas Elections for Governor. The vote stood, 
Drew (loco) 8797; Boyd (loco) 2504; Gibson (whig) 
1067. *Drew’s majority over Gibson 1731. 

Representative to congress. A. Yell Esq. (loco) is 
elected by a majority of 3,427 over Walker (whig.) 

Tue Lecistature. The Senate stands 21 loco, 4 
whig. 

The House, 64 loco, 11 whig. 


Loco majorit 
joint ballot, 70. 7 





SOUTH CAROLINA AND MASSACHU-_ 
SETTS, 


Sect. If. Art. [V of the Constitution of the United 
States, is in the following words— 

“The citizens of each state shall be entitled ta ail the 
privileges and immunities of citizens of the several states.” 

The government of Massachusetts and some other 
of the states, by law, recognize free colored persons 
as citizens and entitled to privileges as such. 

The government of South Carolina, under the 
apprehension that free colored persons from the 
Eastern states were dangerous in their community, 
enacted laws against the ingress of free colored per- 
sons into said state. Others of the slave holdirg 
states, Maryland among the rest, has done the same. 
The law of South Carolina alluded to, directed the 
arrest, imprisonment, &c., of any such free person 
found within the state. 

Against this law, the state of Massachusetts has 
repeatedly taken exception as being in violation of 
the above provision in the Constituiion of the United 
States, alleging that under its operation, seamen, 
citizens of Massachusetts, were liabie to arrest, im- 
prisonment, and punishment without having commit- 
ted any crime. 

The object of Massachusetts appears to be, in the 
first place, to bring a case before the United States 
Supreme Court, under a belief that that tribunal 
would pronounce the law in question unconstitutional. 

The attention of the legislature of Massachusetts 
was repeatedly called to the subject, and a resolution 
was finally adopted. directing the governor to appoint 
agents on behalf of the state, to reside at Charleston, 
S.C., and another to reside at N. Orleans, La., which 
had adopted measures similar to those of S. Cero!ina. 

Under the provisions of this act, the governor of 
Massachusetts applied to several legal gentlemen of 
South Carolina to accept the appomtment as agent 
for Massachusetts, all of whom promptly refused to 
act. 

The governor then appointed Samun: Hoar, Esq., 
a very respectable lawyer of Massachusetts to that 
station. Mr. Hoar accepted the appointment, re- 
paired to Charleston, and on his arrival there ad- 
dressed a letter to the governor of South Carolina, 
informing him of his appointment and the objects cf 
his mission. 

Governor Hammond made this letter the occasion 
of a special message to the legislature, on the 30th of 
Nov. for their determination, ‘whether any and what 
measures should be taken to maintain the police 
regulations of this state within her limits.” 

Mr. Hoar, in consequence of the following pre- 
ceedings, and of other intimations given to him, 
thbught it best to leave South Caroiina, aud has ar- 
rived at Washington. 











Srate or Sourm Carouma.—In the House of Rep- 
resentatives.—The Committee on Federal Relations, 
to whom was referred the communication to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, transmitting a letter address- 
‘ed to him by Samuel Hoar, an agent of the State of 
| Massachusetts for certain purposes, submit the follow- 
‘ing Report: 

By an act passed on the 19th day of December, 
1835, the General Assembly endeavored to guard 
against the introduction of free negroes and persons 
of color into this state, upon principles of public 
policy affectiug her safety and her most vital inter- 
‘ests. Theright of excluding from her territory con. 
ispirators against the public peace, and disatiected 
persons whose presence may be dangerous to her 
safety, is essential to every government. It is every 
where exercised by independent states, and there 1s 
inothing in the Constitution of the United Stas 
iwhieh forbids to S j Fi it. or Fe} 

this legislature from the duty, of providing 
| public safety. 
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sem- — is right, and] goods, must necessarily lower the price of ;the raw/and insure substantial and extensive improvements 
$ ts has seen fit to contest this right, ¢ g , pt Mbp REA Ie ees hd 6 : ; 
_. pa en cerned to reside in the midst of us, whose] material in Liverpool, while it rises nowhere else;} of every kind. It would probably check emigration, 
Tar 128 ‘ 


: : . . -y f: BY here with the fall in| diminish speculation, and in many ways conduce t 
‘ect is to defeat 2 police regulation essen- |} but on the contrary falls everyw pe ‘ y ways conduce to 
Rata oes This snort comes here, not as a| that great mart, through which passes two thirds of} the stability and permanence of all our institutions, 
{1a wee 


hag aon of the United States, but as the emissary of a| the crop of the whole world. No matter, then, where | The subject is at least worthy of your attention, 

“tly pe! overnmeat hostile to our domestic institu-| cotton mannfactures flourish, unless they flourish in _{ruprrar RELATIONS. | 

re foreign ei with the dole purpose of subverting our England. cotton cannot bear a fair price; and every J cannot omit lo invite you to an earnest consider- 

‘pe rend ee We should be insensible to every | attempt to build them up artificially elsewhere, is at/ ation of federal affairs, and the peculiar relations of 
0 n , . rd 


jietate of prudence if we consented to the residence | the immediate cost of the cotton grower. Did they | this state to the federal government, which have be- 
b ] . " , - "oO » . ’ 4 r 
of such a missionary, or shut our eyes to the con | naturally spring up under a system of universal free] come highly interesting and important. The pro- 
tood soquenees of this interference with our domestic con- | trade, and in wholesome competition with England. | ¢ edings of the last session of congress form an epoch 
f 9 Se t ' 


























hi they would indicate an actual increasé of consump-| in our history. With the events which preceded, 
ving) orThe union of these states was formed for the pur- | tion, and prove highly beneficial to us. But tariff} and the circumstances under which the act of con. 
0) is be among other things, of ensuring domestic tran. | laws, though they may ed? the hath Md pete sat ir bi saa Soreery anne Set, ree Bead you 
rhig.) quillity and providing for the common defence; and,in and in doing so produce, as they gg yt ee * i alata belli iat deve. i: nay § reaty, made 
co, 4 consideration thereof, this state yielded the right to| mischief, have no power to wivhgs ennten anid ie gD ie, ! aio a en ee in their 
keep troops, or ships of war, in time of peace, with-| On the contrary, by wii ap M 16 se caeas oie di. wrap pera Ht and j ae oo ay oe hig Ae agg 

ty on outthe consent of congress; but while thus consenting | prices where they are in force, Wy ae vaateela} “pre Ps iat a Ay 3 meg ol of the state of 
to be disarmed, she has in no part of the constitutional minish it, and thereby rieicre othe Sw wher cae , on ‘4 aE 1€ 0 se yi deposited among 

a compact surrendered her right of internal govern- | Such laws may eRe fram one ms ra <8 Bn tater av Fig : : ag eas oh f wp. treaty was ever 
rU- ment and police; and on the contrary thereof, hasex-| ther, to the injury of the whole, bu ; mee ae snisiks 2m “fi m4 gd ,: Fal seals or more sa- 
-essly reserved all powers not delegated tothe United ate wealth. How tong the presen he Ah < a “Hr Mh ne 4! 1 . eaten By that treaty 

oR States, nor prohibited by it to the states. will continue, and in what it will termina a me : , rei rhs ina voUunc ersell to submit for nine 
Jnited The state of Massachusetts denominates as citizens | be foreseen; but the fact appears to be a ae: id ebiy sft . @ an unconst.t tional and most oppres- 
those persons for whose protection her tender solici | lished, for the first time in the history of t md Ww ae " ty ca i a hin Aa that its exactions should 

ail the tude has devised this extraordinary mission. Yet if| that by the skill of political juggiery, trac a pei eh ee a Balen uced « uring that period, and that af. 
tates.” it were admitted that they are citizens of that state,| merce and manufactures may be made “" ite : ot the hi, ise oad it no higher tariff should again 
other your committee cannot suppose that she will chal-| and a sound currency exist, while Pee ecithee f levine pre ys pene! to defray the expenses 
ersons jenge for them greater rights, immunities, and privi- acknowledged mother of them all, = ro  saindeh P : es =e ie - ninistration of the government; 
leges, within our territories, than are enjoyed by} that branch of agriculture which uenis ut . oar an rat e rate of duties shouid in no event, bit 

or the persons of the same class in South Carolina. But | with their life—blood, is sunk to the lowest point o!| the emergency of war, exceed twenty per cent. ad 
m the your committee deny that they are citizens within | depression. * : > . valorem, Our wate faithfully adhered to the com- 
unity, ihe meaning of the Constitution: nor did Massachu | ™ ” ve reece! PaRNagre pact, and patiently et the nears burden Which had 
ed per- setts herself treat as citizens persons of this class re-| We are engaged in the experiment 0 Ss rv ¢ eo been imposed upon her. In 1342 the period arrived 
oldirg siding within her limits, either at the adoption of the! ments, simple and federative, upon principle wees new | for the vapors! government to fulfil its stipulations, 
Same. Constitution or since; but, on the contrary, they have] as they are grand, and propose to solve the great te and ering Age tarilf to twenty per cent. ad valorem, 
ed the been subjected to various disabilities from which her) litical and moral problem of how far eapen and} or lower, if @> much was not requisite for the sup- 
person oiler inhabitants are exempt. ; security are compatible. Dixty years—which ee port of an economical administration, But instead 
Your committee cannot but regard this extraordi~| stitute but a brief portion of a nation’s cycle—have of reducing them, the rate of duties was increased, 

tts has y movement as part of a deliberate and concerted! not convinced the world, nor wholly satisfied wee actually increased toa point higher than the tariff 
tion of cheme to subvert the domestic institutions of the! selves. The momentous question yet remains, will which South Carolina had declared null and void 
United jouthern states, in plain violation of the terms of the| or institutions endure? They have pissed to ews within her limits in 1332; which declaration led to 
eamen, National compact, and of the good faith which ought | generations—they may fail aD the fourth ab ag m1 tne comprumise act. History furnishes no instance 
st, Im- osubsist between the parties thereto, and to which | tenth. They certainly will fail, 7 " . : x anes ol : Etonser. ¥ Oy e insulting breach of faith, while 
ommit- fiey stand solemnly pledged. ‘the best hopes of mankind, unless the most nia perhaps so law has ever been enacted by the rezular 
Your committee recommend the adoption of the | and unremitted care is bestowed on the education ol! gov eat: of a civilized country, so subversive of 

, in the ollowing resolutions: i those, on whom it will devolve to sustain t.em.—| the righ s and destructive to the interests of any re- 
States Resolved Ist. That the right to exclude from their} Ignorance end free institutions cannot co-exist. a | bpectante Paces of its people, as the tariff act of 
ribunal erritories seditious persons, or others, whose pres—| iznorant people can never long have any other than | S42, vty roa ye! in all its bearings, is to the rights 
utional. nee may be dangerous lo their peace, ts essential to|a despotic goverament. They are not fit to be free;| and interests of the planting states of this confedera- 
chusetts very independent state. jand though they may possibly achieve, they cannot] cy. It might naturally have veen supposed, and pro- 
solution Resolved 2nd. That free negroes and persons of| maintain their liberty, It is an old and trite saying, bably it was expected, that this state, in confurinity 
appoint olor are not citizens of the United States, within the| that the price of freedom is eternal vigilance. It is,} with the principles she had so long professed, and on 
ileston, neaning of the Constitution, which confers upon the} nevertheless, profoundly true. It is usually inter. which she had heretofore acted, would immediately 
+» which itizens of one state the privileges and immunities of preted to mean that the people must watch over their) nullify this act; but she did not. Closely united at 
Yerolina. be citizens of the severai states. |rulers. This is important. But in this country,| the time with the democrati > party of the Union on 
ernor of Resolved 3rd. That the emissary sent by the state| where the people are truly and practically the source the general principles of the government, and on 
jemen of i Massachusetts to the state of South Carolina, with | of all power, the application must go farther. They | certain questions of federal policy of the utmost mo- 
as agent he avowed purpose of interfering with her institu—| must watch themselves; they must guard against their) moat—seeing that this party had carried the elections 


r | . 
fused to ions and disturbing her peace, is to be regarded in| own prejudices and pas-1 NS; against tocal and narrow | to the house of representatives hy a) large majority — 


he character he has assumed and to be treated| ¥ ews; a;a‘nst party spirit; against their proverbial! and justly resarding it as ple ged to free trade, and 
aR, Esq., cordingly. love of change; in short, they must guard against; bound to repeal this exho: b tant tariff, she paused, 
s to that Resolved 4th. That his excellency the governor be| their own igncrance, which is the fruitful parent of} and determined to await the action of another con- 
rent, re- quested to expel from our territory the said agent,| all these din ers, and which will otherwise speedily gres-; thus furnishing a fresh example of her patrio- 
there ad- ler due notice to depart, and that the legislature | Cesrade the: from the rank of a people, to that of aj tic forbearance, and sincere devo'ion to the 











: : peace 
™ " ne 7% * . . ° yrrity » 
Jarolina, il sustain the executive authority in any measure | populace. x 4 : and integrity of the Union. 
jects cf may adopt for the purpose aforesaid. ” ‘- ‘ pa The new congress met, and has terminated its first 
l'hese resolutions were forthwith adopted in the {GEOLOGICAL eeroat.| CM session. Propositions were made in both branches 
—< } i a . — = a . a aoe 4 C j . ‘ ; cst ai mus 
goer bouse of Representatives by a vote of 119 to 1, and I transmit to you the ran 5 Mere pos cape A, , l to modify the tariff, and siznally defeated. In the 
2 feppu . " . : be > : y H 4 n le > 4! > ’ »Te 68 state ¢ € - | . ” . ° . . 
e 30th o ‘erwards concurred in, unanimously, it is believed, | Ruffin, our late al.le and iidefatizable state agric ui-| house, where the democrati« me} rity was large, the 
d what ithe § !and geological surveyor. In consequence of his | ree , ie J Py b&, te 
an : le Senate. i furai and geological surveyor. in conseq as he | proposition was cisposed of almost without debate, 
ne police is oe eae resignation of that op one at “tr ~e of the | anda majority of the democrats from the states rtm 
ie vnSté‘(‘i«é‘w Carr, YT of ered it to M.. Tuomey, €sq., of Virgin @, aN! of the Potomac actually voted against ; ile j 
Yeu a z ye AE SS 14) year, : : ‘ | #ONe tare actlaliy VOled againstit, while i; 
wing pre- GOV e HAMMON D's RIBSSAGE. accomplished geologist and botanist, who accepted =] ’ 1 











: | the senate, sone of the leader 
to him, 


i rs of that party from 
. . ae 2 sa} . Y epestim 3 t 3 NCrC= | : ecti 3 i i TI | 
‘XTRACTS FROM GOY. J. H. HAMMOND’S MESSAGE it, His very valuable and “7 ae al + a ibt som pre Fret ahaa yg Me laren cones vusible 
as ar- Othe les} . ; : ~ “ . as bee yut sible to tra- | srpfore be "eason: , j 
id has ar the legislature of South Carolina, communicated | With submitted. a It has been ™~ sh tee. th 4 lad Penchar pla yi he ASN ie intl cle atonal: 
© 26th ult. verse every, poriion of the state within the yeat—) ground, on which to rest a hope that this law, so 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRE-| Many important localities remain unexplored, and | unconstitutional, and so ruinou, tous, will.ever.be 
‘TATIVES: In my last annual message to your pre-| Many require t) be visited page ve girad 4 osha repealed, or reduced to the standard of the compro- 
eessors, [ congratulated them on the apparent| even a general view of the geology te Ras _; | mise. The friends of the tariff do not appear to en- 
Wn of a new era in our prosperity, which I hoped would not recommend a paraaninieibey eee = Tink "te tertain the slightest idea of such a thing. They have 
tht be permanent. The currency had reached, | cal survey at the public expense. I do not think it ihe settled policy of the 


| distinctly proclaimed it to he 
ii: tact they scarcely con- 
they regard our further remonstrances on 


ise of Rep- 
Relations, 
to his Ex- 
1 address- 

»S i ° P . ot ic ileolew ; hin rece tot . J i 
ie State of i lam happy to say, lias continued to maintain a| called for at this time, or likely, in the present state | fogeral government, and, 
the follow- lad condition. Commerce, trade, and manufac-| of that science, to supercede the hatch or tne | ceal that 

a ° ° ° 4 ° ~ . rae > 7 re > » { 2 S ue 0 S8Ci- | > ion > by ; ’ ; ry 
ataber es, were flourishing, as they yet flourish in most) Surveys at no rd. torcigd gba “4 8 tal snie the subject as intrusive and impertinent. Nor could 
pce / RI'LS avall ; > * > (ae 2 TNyare ; State i rc ro o” > 1 > . ’ ? eu ; 

2 - on Sof the civilized world, and it was natural to| €nee, and the character of t a . id a fe nad tin'| we, after the utter conte:npt which they have mani- 
Prog ie ig peh°Se that agriculture must also revive. But we| survey has been instituted, it should Tha prese® ©" fested for their plighted faith, repose with safety upon 
bd Peblic Ne been disappointed. Against the pressure of| the scale on which it is cana lat can tes |any concession which they might by circumstances 

of pu WS eye sili ad Laos cic F 4c~.| bably be done in one year more, and I recommend its} pa topeed acai Siig c 
ital inter es hie At ane a A to dleae LOTR coutineation for that length of time. eh wink orton. ar ; 

a *» Agriculture seems destined to struggle in vain. 3 hh at contidence we may rely, on the other 


isatiected pas these Jaws are chiefly directed against the} I know of no measure better calculated to improve ; hand, upon the northern section of the democratic 
disal sy . ‘Nufacturing supremacy of England, they fall with} our agriculture than one which has been heretofore | party to carry out the free trade principles which 
“mg panes cu lar Weight upon that great agricultural staple| suggested to the legislature—the exemption of Jand | they profess, we are we!! al wonished by the history 
ke . ‘ Wires our prosperity depends. ‘The price of cot- from executions for debt, other than that bontracted nut only of the last session of congress, but of the 
ane Ng ‘ t iughout the world is, and must for our time,| for its purchase. If a law was passed to that effect, | protective policy itself. Nhe act of 1828 the most 
ir falieves ie Probability, continue to be regulated by the| to go into operation at a given time hereafter, 1 can! stringent of the tariff acts, save that of 1842, was 


79 


cor. the os in Liverpool. Its value in that market de-| perceive but little injury or inconvenience that would | carried by the votes of the democratic leaders of 
ids Upon the condition of the cotton manufactu- | be likely to result from it, while the advantages to| the state of New York, given under very peculiar 
th England; and the tariff laws of other countries,| be derived are numerous and important. It would’ circumstances; and this last act. by the votes of 


o! 7 - . : - : . ite- 
"2 check the foreign demand for English cotton | enhance the value of iand, induce investinents in 1t,' mocratic Jeaders frOm the sane State and fru. 
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Pennsylvania. And it = 
nia. may be regarded as certai ue ay = sO 
that the friends of the protective sar will be ela 9 e of party spirit, and note it as a fresh evidence | desire to dissoly re : 
at all times, to command as many votes among the|spiri e instability of our institutions. That party | ex sel a saps the union of these states; anq h, omy 
northern democrats as may be necessary for thei spirit may have had some influence in the rejection rh ion of a sentiment looking that way b the — 
purposes. ’ sary eir seas ie ube is probable. But the main, and most if 7 tine a Sdely denounced as siete hl : 
, oat powerful rea s : : no asphemous. ; sonadie - fon, 
Be ‘eid gf iho ets. gir any demonstration of} sity of a Wet ik eiore si si deadly preeree given, in la diaten TL weal Rage which hag 0 
ixed, and combined resistance to | and $ ur domestic slavery, | su rt : : ent or effect; 
that policy on the part of the : and the fear of extending and a Y y,; support to the union than ou ve Sim 
south, as will force the g and perpetuating it. This| state which . rown. There j 0 
north to abandon it entirely tex the | reason has been openly avowed b state which has Jess to gain by anarch S no 
y- For this apprehension ed by nearly the whole | tion hat i 5 y anarchy and revo} B 
there are many reasons, b ; press of the non-slaveholdi : : ,or that is less disposed to pl Olu. re 
ut one is paramount.— | |} : ; ing states; by their public | wanton] : O plunge into tie 0 
Unfortunately, the el : > P : ecturers, by their most distingui antonly. Neither her fund ih OT ila ae 
‘ ’ ectors of president and vice| the legi st distinguished orators, and by ; her legislati amental institutions. y Fos 
president dre choeen by the people, in all the e legislatures of the several states—particularly gislation, betray a love of change. Her pe ma ; 
southern | that of M ates—particularly | are stead th eed ge. Her peop) 0 
states except our own. They a in of Massachusetts—whose resoluti I i y in their principles, and Joya! to tt ple 
: : , In consequence, | you, in which i — ions J transmit | toms, laws and a Beka to their cus. ard, 
at all times almost equa!ly divided »| you, in which is strongly intimated pte y constitutions. But th oer 
. ‘ about men; and! of dissolvi one 'y imated the expediency | not blind. Th 1eir devotion j 
interested politicians spare no pai : H issolving the unton of these states i : , ey are not to be defrauded 
ths biere, that the A se Be Fee county ee ae prone, if Texas is annexed. - , on this very sting under prostituted forms, era. ele 4 0 
upon this or that indiriudl to the presidestial Lr shine Serer ike tere could have furnished so Set Bon coe ie eee ey obloquy or rey ler 
n this exciting contest, measures and incipl : ‘ oof of the deep-seated hostility of eve fhanhal g them. vey are by nom : 0 
nekiman telélens of ch raat principles | portion, and almost every individual J ry | insensible of the advantages of the uni eang 
; quence; and though i 4 ividual, of the north, to’ no ing i : union. They a fie, ' 
“ ang that no president, w hatever may hare argh earhadeags ge 4c k —% their fixed determination the sg ag Si aga tas eg them t | 
een his political creed, has yet had firmness to y it, if possible,as the rejection of this .j stitutions founded, in part, by thei » and 
tapi bill: Wouever monstrous, vod thet no a eaies tas and the arguments by which nr. justify * ye which arg neers ancestors; nor in that side ; 7 
candidate even, has ever been able fully and consist Wexas a ayers of view, save one, the acquisition of: continuin ca A om to appreciate the glory of nate 
ently to declare himself against the protective policy, | the La gl more consequence to the north than to, millions al =< ke ot a republic extending over two q 0 
they still persist in the pernicious delusion that ever > i Oe rm eels them it gave an increase of commerce; | one day numb ‘f rs hosdres miles, and which might | Uph 
thing will be secured by the triumph of their batik step ) maewet for their manufactures; another vent | sient B a ve hundred millions of enlightened 0: 
While every other question, however vital to libert oe population; new subjects on which to levy tribute. | liberty ‘and ‘se ie union was a compact for justice » Ath 
and the constitution, continues site maile  ihondinci: hie he security, only; and security at an immense princi a ar curity. When these fail, its living 3 Joi 
to this, and to be estimated solely by its influence | B tthe in the value of our lands and of our staples. | fesineat for a € gone. South Carolina can have no | Cho: 
on the presidential election; and while that election x - pride of increased dominion, the thirst of becomes sy whined name—still less for one which E Jo 
continues to be made directly by the masses, it is pag neyerntt and avarice—tong supposed to be | lage cad game ht lo-her with oppression, vacea- 4, and 
almost vain to expect that the people of any Mt de | sy nla passions of our nalure—have sunk aid Pras vi “ig apes Ls vain to sound it in our ears Tor 
can be united among themselves, or the states of any | with hich fanatical zeal to uproot an institution old world, waged pasion 20 Hes Our ancestors of the > stitul 
section combine, unless under extraordinary impulses | war ds #0 Prebionns Peeghats i and inseparably, the | right of "yen be gp yu ig the divine F vent! 
to resist effectually the usurpati eT ered Se AIeROS the existence of fi Hine of | gia ur fathers of the revolutio Jowa 
governmert. y surpations of the federal their fellow citizens. ive millions of nei the yr of lords and commons. Sapte inhat 
| Nor is the ref . | gained for us, by these two nob 2 
| usal to ratify this tre it teh hiislory Ly ig o noblest struggles p HY Ing 
y treaty, so vitally which history records, if we are now to be overawed i> 
Pos 

















Carolina to decide what course she wal] pursue in| wh; 
cecaiics 10° e GRE The ported hoe orrived| which the past year has furnished, of the exuberant edness under its violated cl T , 3 
when sbe ean no Radney et bdes bor Busi decision .| and rancorous hostility of the north to our domestic man who has been iled i oa ronelgaemat, tne | and 
{t is due from her. It is expected of her. And if she | slavery. Ata meeting in May last, of the eneral gsaasltes our Count a Hinder feave ito ts nn 
fails to announce it, her silence will nevertheless be | conference of the Methodist denomination yee his parting admonition, ha eee, | j 
conclusive. Whatever may be the technical validity ecclesiastical constitution and government bear. be union as our ark of 8 7. B amas ve tion 
or legal force, of the opinions on this important ques- _Some respects, a striking resemblance to the political verence his precept, | is xa Rocke Glib esertn cs: “Mt 
tion which your predecessors have placed upon your constitution and government of this confederac * Sacred as we hold his i Bock, Me ean eon , Re 
records, it appears clear to me that our state is bound pious Bishop of the South was virtually deposed fc them into the scale } sin the history of his lie : te 
by her past history, and the principles she professes; _bis sacred office, because he was a slaveholder. It, 2nd that teaches us to resist a <p Peal 
a aid owes to the country and bevealt to etoei Ca was openly and distinctly stated, that the Methodist Ver quarter it may soena ee from what- ; oe 
3 measures as will at an early period bring ail her congregation in the non slaveholding states embrac- incurred. ‘ SS aes hs 
4 moral, constitutional, and, if necessary, physical Fa att de much larger proportion of the masses than any! Coming fi inst (1 mat 
a] sources, in direct array against a policy, which has | others, would no longer tolerate a slavehold 4 wei: vila nbd neatacrice, | vi 
ourees dec aray aga slic’y, wh b Same Salen ai tea ke | s jolder in perform which to some of you are new, : soldi . oe 
ar : + har latpcondition. and al ich has since been exemplifi- in your hands ini aeliea. se 3d tn 
which impoverishes our country, revolutionizes wari er With becoming spirit, the patriot'e Methodists |e at be | © strongly impressed with the nec “ ot 
government, and overthrows our liberties. The ex- of the South dissolved all connexion with their bre- | of ref cin aulatlede ibe meee seem : mr 
government nd oer rows ur iberties. ex hie en eee tate tn sheet WA be - PF in maturely on the important questions > duced 
this, are for your grave deliberation. & lasting honor and gratitude from us. Oiher fadtalined gdagy + 4 phy iy or Pe see, sols “Mladiaioes 0 | a 
The last session of congress was also signalized b eye ~ cited, not so striking, but equally decisive hearts weighs a moti and ‘metes. out to al J One 
the rejection of the treaty for the Si eatann nf Tene : oe _— that the abolition phrenzy is no longer human effurts a just in weds pare en dala Bey 
tothe United States. The caus? assigned for this aes 4d on a few restless and daring spirits, but has’ . ere SMTA : bag 
ris rejeetion was, that Mexico not having yet schuam | laced dir Teles wh kee amend a ——— a 
el ledged the mdependence of Texas, it would be pe : ee Syanee and is rapidly superseding all } al _— | ut 
fe | verte vila epics of ru and peace with that rests. iiwoae seh aad Rig = pees. ined | ginger een nampa : “ 
a ower to receive ‘J’exas into the union. It is at le A pig's” Piaget 5 vat the organized | SEC SESSION 7 : 
a. : uestion, whether the United States Tighe pA Vid ene — might decide the pending presidential | oeiiccuertaue pth 
\ to Texas paramount to any to which Mexico can pre- mycin ea ae st sages: et at sENATE THE U.S . 
ie tend. It may also be questioned, whether the terms candidate , While Encle to conciliate it for their emia GP has eyes oe 
on which Texas united with the Mexican republic | moveme ' d , England, encouraged by these; Decemper 9. The Hon. Henry 4. Foster . rH 
and formed a departmentof it, did not entitle her of making a ed by our tariff Jaws, is, ed by the gevernor of New York r fill the vacancy Ba 
right to withdraw whenever she saw proper. Be that 1 aig rida oh war on us, that she may strike a occasioned by the resignation of the H Sila pike 
as it may, she has in fact, dissolved the connexion, | ‘Though. all ‘ ne one more our enemies than her's, | Wright, and the Hon Daniel $. Dickins appor i on 
and has been recognised as an independent power, | ress Aig : oper efforts may fail to coerce con- Ph Armen ahenk stn ahisees vacated i Hon. "Ds 
by the United States, England, France, Belzium. de _ om bars of emancipation, and can hardly , y Talinaries Reenon, AApeared and, the re 2 T 
and Holland. A jury of nations has pronounced a| aoe = eg an extensive insurrection | Wals aeme vones Sew weve Oa? qualified og infora 
divorce, and Mexico has abstained for eight ycars are saben ; eS cannot be disguised that they! ‘The chair announced the following standing rt 
from attempting to revive the anion by the ordinary | rable i , Rota Ss here, and may soon effect irrepa- | mitlees: chal | doe 
' means of force of arms. Her claims cannot now be | (babe = hey must be arrested. «It 1s indis-| Oa foreign relations. Messrs. Archer, Berrien, B | Morn 
is regarded as anything short of frivolous. That the the aan Pets hak ey. should be arrested in | chanan, rah gpg ee A stk Sagi | ote 
political sensibility of the United States should now | how is Hear iy Wal ay apap Phe question is,| On finances. Messrs. Eavans, Crittenden, MeDuf at 
hang a point of honor on these claims, and thereby | are ole ss — one? Argument and remonstrance , fie, Huntington, and Woodbury. mos et mt 
throw away an empire, must appear to all the world | terest y+ i ry inh ove appeals to sympathy, to in-| Oa commerce. Messrs. Huntington, Barrow, Wood- Bea 
extremely romantic, if not ridiculous. While Russia failed, a hey hopin eg of the bond of union, have | bridge, Haywood, and Foster, of New York om : Pi 
is by incessant war extendin: her overgrown domi- | fail. ft o on wit, I have no doubt, continue to| On manufactures. Messrs. Simmons, A reher, Mil ne % 
nion into the rugged steppes of Tartary; while France | sossibilit of on ep oye one Tt "om agrivulre: Messrs. ; ; : _ 
sheds torrents of blood, and spends millions of trea- | ie of ne Sexi it sien Ne cen re : _ 
abode toenail sewn. raed. gevedincraare: ABU ecitl cae or the other, throush crimes and | Semple, and Atchison. s, Sturgeon, lollow 
and, stretching across two oceans, opens her batteries. vastated F ype ts. ° - msnlinane ienrind.© 6%, | a, Gaal of PAvibnn ai oh. ? x 
ani ore Ni pee of potty cond pibore ins | vociabet _— la with ashes tears and blood] | Barrow, Foster, of Tennessee, and Ashley. ’ Th U 
eibange wg tha wie secu wi’ wal arene ae ts you will be justified by God and On the militia. Messrs. Barrow Ashley “Sem »le he Ul 
England with rapacious hand dispoils eastern princes | ever startling ‘hey - eae ern oows oeeel Peon navel ffir, Me | icine ah 
of province after province, and even condescends to| rights and nee | eet i ip oy thoy (oe ogg la aaa dal ; i 
accept a kingdom on the Musquito shore, as a legacy | trol, and Ke gh tie tase!’ alt lnirtiorenie ail On the pubic lands. | Pl oY i 
ET oe ot tee shore Bde | boa eae e you to repel all interference with On the public lands. Messrs. Woodbridge, Phe!ps April |; 
arb ame sofas ‘Grobbed tercilery =) ae naterer.§ lape il may assume. And as you| Walker, Jarnagin, and Morehead. Be) ’ of the 
from mete eect ET aerate aliee bch iad been yb ts): aap no ordinary character—one so subtle On private land claims. Messrs. Henderson Breese , Same is 
thee a caer on te ube War heohed oe we | ob ereree ogetn approaches that there Is no as-| Pearce, Tappan, and Colquitt. —— 
most fertile A Reet need Hie one BS at herve) age oe it may be too late to resist it— | On Indian affairs. Messrs. White, Johnson, Se- Ten as 
own ohio te corer, wile Weitisles aa 5 eure yen | be es ner justified in taking these | vier, Phelps, and Benton. | of rey 
Meee) expected event, is 80 utterly incapable of | Fou pi Pgh yh Tee decisively as in your judgment | On claims. Messrs. Foster, of Tennessee, Day- be offi 
recialing a sublimated notions of national | The state of Buch Caroli ia has b | "6 i olution Hr oie Masses. i 
as not to hesitate to aseribe it s he repays uit Varolina fas Deen Cialged, Gita | n revolutionary claims. Messrs. nagin, Clay- ret 
olely to the in | sometimes from high quarters, with entertaining a ton, Francis, Colquitt, and au i Waders 
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On the judiciary. Messrs. Berrien, Clayton, Day- 
ton, Huger, and Walker. Sty. 

On the post office and post roads. Messrs. Merrick, 
Simmons, Jarnagin, Niles, and Atchison. — A 

On roads and canals. Messrs. Porter, White, Lewis, 

and Sturgeon. 
Sn plait riisiiee Bates, Sevier, Atherton, 
Foster, of New York, and Evans. 

On the District of Columbia. Messrs. Miller, Bay- 
ard, Woodbury, Merrick, and Semple. 

On patents and the patent office. Messts. Phelps, 
Porter, Bates, Sturgeon, and Atherton. 

On retrenchment. Messrs. Morehead, Lewis, Mil. 
ler, Huntington, and Fairfield. 

On the territories. Messrs. Baghy, Evans, McDuf- 
fie, Clayton, and Francis. 

On the public buildings. 
and Bagby. 

To audit and control the contingent expenses of the se- 
nate. Messrs. Tappan, White, and Porter. 

On printing. Messrs. Simmons, Fairfield, and 
Upham. ; 

On engrossed bilis. 
Atherton. 

Joint committee on the library of congress. 
Choate, Tappan, and Pearce. 

Joint committee on enrolled bills. Messrs. Hannegan 
and Dickinson. 

Iowa. Mr. Tappan, presented the form of a con- 
stitution for a state government, adopted by a con- 
vention of the representatives of the citizens of 
Jowa territory, representing eighty-three thousand 
inhabitants; which was referred, with the accompa- 
nying documents, to the committee on the judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Post office. Mr. Merrick, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to introduce a bill to reduce the rates of pastage 
and to abolish the franking privilege. 

Texas. Mr. McDuffie, gave notice that on to-mor- 
row he should ask leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion for the annexation of ‘Texas to the U. States. 

Mr. Rives, offered the following resolution: 





Messrs. Dayton, Breese, 


Messrs. Francis, Bagby, and 


Messrs. 


Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States be | 
requested tv Communicate to the senate, if not inconsist- | 


ent with the public interest to do so, any further corres- 
pondence which may have taken place between the 
ininister of the United States to Mexico and the govern- 
ment of that republic, as well as any cummunication 
which may have been received from that minister of 
later date than those transmitted with the message of the 
3d instant. 

Bills. Mr. Henderson, pursuant to notice, intro- 
duced a bill to confirm the surveys of locations of 
land in the state of Mississippi, east of Pearl river, 
and south of the thirty-first degree north latitude.— 
Ordered to a second reading. 

The following bills were taken up, read a second 
lime, and referred to their appropriate committees; 

A bill to change the time of holding the federal 
courts in Kentucky. 

A bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

The bill to grant certain lands to the state of In- 
diana, the better to enable the said state to extend 
and complete the Wabash and Erie canal from Ter- 
re Haute to the Ohio river, was,on motion of Mr. 
White, after being read a second time, referred to 


the cominittee on the public lands. ‘The senate ad- 
journed. 


December 10. Venezuela. A message in writing 
Was received from the president of the United States, 
informing the senate of satisfactory advices having 
been received from the republic of Venezuela, the 
indemnity having been paid in the case of the brig 
Morris. 

Mr. Huntington, on leave given, introduced a bill 


relating to the appointment of the assistant postmas- | 


ler generals of the United States. 
Mr. Bayard, reported a billtoseitle the title to 
the Pea Paich Island. 
. Texas. Mr. McDuffie, in pursuance of notice given 
yesierday, and leave being granted, introduced the 
lollowing joint resolution: 
th Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
Me United States of Imerica in congress assembled, 
Hat the compact of annexation and union between 
e said United Siates and the republic of ‘Texas, sign- 
the ees. “ Valhoun, secretary of state, on the part of 
ney Heed Siates, and [suuc Van Zindt and J. Pinck- 
Acril teas aa on the part of 'exas, on the twelfth of 
of tes wie, the following words, [here follows a copy 
same is bee praecied at the last session,] be, and the 
iio tree 'y declared to be, the fundamental law of 
prey ween the said United States and Texas, so 
‘Toon shal supreme authorities of the said republic of 
of the ne. Aeros to the same. : And it shall be the duty 
2 me ent of the United States, so soon as he shall 
tee, aay notified of such agreement on the part of 
tidied Eanes tne saine by prociamauon, _ 
underann r Surther, by the authority aforesaid, That itis 
nig be ut aod Iniended that whatever was stipulated to 
vne immediately, or ata fixed time after the ex- 


th 
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change of the ratifications of the afurestid compact,! On the post office and post roads. Messrs. Hopkins, 
shall be done immediately, or ina like period after the | Andrew Kennedy, Grinnell, Stiles, Hardin, Dana, 
supreme authorities of Texas shall have turmally agreed | David S. Reid, Relfe, and Jenks. 
to these resohutions. For the District of Columbia. 


, ; for | Messrs. Sletson, 
The resolutions were twice read, pro forma, lor Hale, Geo. W. Jones, Andrew Stewart, Stephens, 


the purpose of receiving a reference to. a commiitee; | MeCauslen, Chilton, Bower, and Causin. 

and then, on motion of Mr. Archer, they were refer- | On the judiciary. Messrs. Saunders, French, Dil- 

red to the committee on foreign afiairs. ‘lingham, Burt, Vinton, Petit, Summers, Douglass, 
Mr. Benton, gave notice that on to-morrow he | ang Brodhead. ns 

would ask leave to bring in a bill ‘‘to provide for the | 

annexation of Vexas to the United States.” ‘vis, Lucas, Daniel P. King, James W. Stone, Ro- 


Mr. Allen, submitted the following resolution: ‘bert Smith, Dickey, Benjamin White, Senter, and 
Resolved, ‘That the president be requested to lay be- | preston, 


fore the senate, if in his judgment it may be done with.) oy public expenditures. Messrs. Clinton, Mathews, 
out prejudice to the public interests, a copy of any in- 


structions whic 1 may liave been given to the American hi ke uueT heb Purdy, Grider, Sy kes, Per- 
minister in England on the subject of the title to and | "©Y 2: Jo inson, and ost. : , 
occupation of the territory of Oregon since the 4th day | On private land claims. Messrs. Slidell, Catlin, 
of March, 1841; also, a copy of any correspondence Dellet, Wm. J, Brown, Jeremiah E. Cary, Slisha R. 
which may have passed between this government and ; Potter, Yancey, Severance, and Rogers. 

that of Great Britain, or between either of the two go- On manufactures. Messrs. Adams, Collamer, 
vernments and the minister of the other, in relation to Woodward, Hudson, Lumpkin, Darragh, Hale, 
that subject since that time. | Moseley, and Cranston. — 

The senate went into executive session, ana hav- On agriculture. Messrs. Deberry, Farlee, St. 
ing taken up the Chinese treaty and referred it to John, Jeremiah Brown, Byram Green, Hays, Hen- 
the committee on foreign affairs, adjourned. ‘iey, Florence, and Dickey. 


_DecempBer 11. Smithson. Mr. eye aes | On Indian affairs. Messrs. Cave Johnson, Thomp- 
tice that he should introduce a bill for the establish- | oon, Foot, Bidlack, Jas. B. Hunt, Baker, Benton, 
ment of a Smithsonian Institute. ' 


k ‘Hughes, and Vanmeter. 
Texas. Mr. Benton, agreeably lo previous notice, gy, military affairs. Messrs. Haralson, Coles, Ir— 
brought in his billto annex ‘Texas to the U. States, vin, J. A. Black, McConnell, Clinch, McDowell, 
which being read was referred to the committee on Phomas H. Seymour, and Fish. 


foreign ay sage Ruel ted ‘al Oa the militia. Messrs. Dean, Tibbatts, Moseley, 
j ) } . ; } 2 > 25] or x 7m) 
M. Reeside. ! Ir. Buc tanan presen ed a mem rial | Bower, Hubard, Foot, Hays, Lyon, and Ed. S. Ham- 
from Mary Reeside, and moved its reference to the jy), 
. . . ml , B om . Pm bad 
committee on the judiciary. Mr. Merrick movedits| Op naval affairs. Messrs. Parmenter, Murphy, 
reference to the committee on post offices and post Barringer. Reuben Chapman, Simpson, Peyton, John 
: : ger, 
roads as the more appropriate committee. After Stewart, Atkinson, and Marsh. 
some debate the motion of Mr. Buchanan prevailed. On foreizn affairs. Messrs. Charles J. Ingersoll, 
\ 4 | y Ny ‘ope rpticC rp > 3 ha - fy a ae ‘ ; 
Treasury. Mr. Niles, of Connecticut, offered the Rhett, John White, Dawson, Hammett, Samole, 
follow ing: bgtd ts —, | Barly, Winthrop, and Ellis. 
tesolved, Phat the secretary of the treasury be di- On the territories. Messrs. Aaron Y. Brown, Dun- 
rected to report to the senate the amount of moneys can, Goggin, Daniel, Payne, Tyler, Wentworth 
i} t } sakes, A, > ’ oa Zz ; 
|in the treasury, on the Ist of each month since Jan- | puward J. Black. and Pollock 
a a are 4 , vu . 


uary, 1844, inclusive,—the public officers, eorpora- | ' : Bi hSk 

rs rev ‘ypensions. Messrs. Day . Sey- 

tions and individuals with which the same may have — 2 revolutionary penstons _, Messrs. David L. Sey 
' mour, Joseph A. Wright, Milton Brown, Hoge, Ro- 


been kept, &e. &e. 
’ Se ees bd hin ‘4 ; . ee 
This resolution lies over for one day. hinson, Emery D. Potter, Giddings, Herrick, and 
. meverance. 


| 
| ; ° . ° 
Texas, &c. Mr. Huntington offered the followin gy ie ’ j F 
|  § i 5 An invalid pensions. Messrs. Brinkerhoff, Russell, 


resolution, which lies over for one day. mid, 
| Banal : Tl t ions aif ah U. si Ashe, Joseph Morris, Tibbatts, Albert Smith, Nes, 
| tesolved, Ihat the presicent of the U. States be Cullom, and Spence. 

On roads and canals. Messrs. Owen, Steenrod, 


‘requested to communicate to the senate, if not in- 
compatible with public interest copies of all the Qappoll, Reding, Ficklin, Newton, Leonard, Roberts, 
and Wethered. 


‘correspondence, not heretofore communicated to the 
senate, which may have taken place between the On pateats. Messrs. Henley, Rockwell, James 
| department of state and the present minister of the Black, Russell, and Rodney. 
|U. States to France, and between that minister and 
the government of France relating to the proposed 
annexation of ‘l'exas to the U. States. | 
Naturalization. Mr. Johnson, of Va. offered are- 
‘solution which lies over, that the committee on the 
judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of inmodifying the naturalization laws. 
Qregon. ‘The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Allen of Qhio, came up for consideration. 
Me. Archer as chairman of the committee on for 
eign relations, stated that he had an informal conver- 
‘sation with the secretary of state upon the subject, | “,, : , i . 
vand that he was informed that it would be incompe- a he pomt rh eeeeeaee. appaietee at the Ist 
‘tible with the public interest to respond to the propo- |’ "aL ee Se ae gp at tence). Bimin 
ised inquiry at this time. R ft ae eccll yok eT P Prt Will; By Pecienyy 
| Me- Allen proposed that the president should say | *0BU I>» 2 SCR NOt, domi fe Saige tls sareen, 
| 





On revolutionary claims. Messrs. Richard D. Da- 


\ 














On public buildings und grounds. Messrs Pratt, 
Foster, Abbott, George W. Jones, and Carpenter. 

On revisal and unfinished business. Messrs. Kirk- 
patrick, Caleb B Smith, Hubbell, Bullington, and 
Nrorse. 

On accounts. Messrs. Taylor, Hungerford, Rod- 
ney, Alfred P. Stone, and Preston. 

On mileage. Messrs. Cobb, Wheaton, Perley B. 
Johnson, Ritter, and Freeman H. Morse. 

On engraving. Messrs. Simons, Wheaton, aud 
Spence. 


ae 9 
this officially, rather than that there should be any °"4 William Wright. ca 

informal communication upon the subject. |, On expenditures in the treasury department. 

| Mr. Archer replied, and Mr. Allen again responded Caldwell, ¥ ost, Tilden, Anderson, and Ashe. D 
| when the vote was taken by yeas and mays and the M On expenditures in the eng department. Messrs, 
'motion of Mr. Allen provailed, by a vote of 24 to 16.) ° c[lvaine, Andrew Kennedy, Arrington, Grider, 
| The senate then went into executive session, and Andrew Johnson. 

and without transacting any important business, On expendilures in the navy department. Messrs. 
adjourned. | Dana, Kirkpatrick, Vanmeter, Butfington, and Sen~ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. On expenditures in the post office department. Messrs. 
Monpay, Dec.9. The standing committees under | Harper, David S. Reid, Thomas Smith, Jeremiah 
the rules of the house, ordered on last Tuesday to) Brown, and Nes. ; en | 
be appointed, were thisday announced, and are as On expenditures on the public buildings Messrs. 
follows: Daniel P. King, Dawson, Taylor, Washington Hunt, 
Of elections. Messrs. Elmer, A. A. Chapman, was Fevers en ty Pa 
Newton, Hannibal Hamlin, Elis, Douglass, Garret |,. “ wie Wir. Burke moved the following resolu- 
Davis, Schenck,and A. V Brown. tion, which was read and adopted: ahi 
Of ways and means. Messrs. McKay, Dromgoole Resolved, (the senate concurring,) That a joint com- 
Joseph ‘ Ingersoll, Weller Chappell Barnard , | mittee ol gp mentee ot each — be yin pee to 
Ha, igre ; : >! direct and superintend the expenditure of ail moneys 
Norris, Rathbun, and Garrett Davis. 


. . a -yy:. | appropriated for the purchase of hooks for the library of 
Of claims. Messrs. Vance, ‘Thos. Smith, Willis congress, and all such other matters pertaining to said 
Green, Andrew Johnson, Bowlin, ‘Thomasson, | |jbrary as are not otherwise provided by law. 


Strong, Shepherd, Cary, and Ramsey. The house then resolved itself into committee of 
On commerce. Messrs. Holmes, Dunlap, Phoenix, |the whole and took up the bill to establish a uniform 
Preston King, Williams, John P. Kennedy, La. | time throughout the union for electing the electors 
branche, McClelland, and Ed. Joy Morris. _|of president and vice president. 
On public lands. Messrs. John W. Davis, Boyd Mr. Elmer, chairman of the committee of elec- 
W. Hunt, Hubard, Houston, Clingman, Jameson’ } tions, moved to amend by striking out the first sees 


McClernand, and Paterson. tion, and inserting in lieu of it the following; 


Messrs. 
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“That hercafter the time of holding elections for 
electors of president and vice president shall be on 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in any year 
when such electors are chosen in pursuance of the 
constifution and laws. Provided, That nothing herein 





contained shall prevent the legislatures of the seve-|tion do |.e on the table. 


ral states from directing the appointment cf electors 
on any subsequent day in the same year,to take the 
place of any ele- tors who may be prevented by sick 
ness or any cause from fulfilling the duties of their 
appointment.” 

Mr. F’, thought this substitute would supercede the 
necessity of any thing farther. He does not think 
the proposed bill is constitutional, inasmuch as it 
provides that the elections must always be held every 
fourth yeor without regard to the contingencies 
which may demand a special election in some inter- 
vening year. ‘ihe act of 1793 provides, that a spe- | 
cial «lection shall be held in case the offices of both 
president and vice president become vacant and the 
terms of office of the successors are made to begin 
on the sueceeding fourth of March, and to continue 
for four years. Thus there may be a change of the 
time now beginning the series of presidential four 
years. Again: the bill proceeded on the idea that 
the presidential electors must always be chosen by 
the pecple cirectly; but the constitution provided 
differently. “Each state shall appoint, in such man- 
ner as the Irgistature thereof may direct, a number 
of electors equal” &e. 

Mr. Hale said that this bil] made no provision for 
filling vacancies that might cecur in the electoral! 
board. In New Hampshire, a clear majority was 
required to constitute an election, and under this 
bill, this state and others having similar laws may 
remain unrepresented in the electoral college. He! 
trusted the bill will be so mcdified as to obviate this 
dilemma. 

Mr. f#ianlin, of Maine, moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Elmer by inserting after the 
words ‘ several states” these words: ‘‘or the electo- 








be taken. 


yeas 90, nays 99. ; 
‘The question. shall the memorial be received, wag4 honor herewith to transmit copies of a correspon- 


then taken, and by yeas 107, nays 81, decided in the | dence with the Governments of Mexico and Texas 


affirmative. he 


99. 


, legislative resolutions in favor of the present tariff 


‘he would introduce a bill for the printing of 1500 


Mr. Black moved that the question on its reception 


Columbia. Mr. A. moved to refer itto the committe ! 
on the District of Columbia. 
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Mr. Brewn, of Ja. moved the qnestion of its recep- 
Decided in the negative, 


Mr. Tibbet’s moved that the memorial do lie on 
the table. 
(Mr. Black refusing to vote.) 

The memorial was ihen referred to the committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Distribution. Mr. Stewart presented Connecticut 


and in favor of distribution. 

Naturalization laws. Mr. J. R. Ingersoll presented 
a memorial from a large number of citizens of the 
city of Philadeiphia, praying that the naturalization 


without the United States a continued residence of 
twenty-one years before being admitted to the rights 
of citizens, and moved its reference tothe committee 
on the judiciary. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll moved that it be referred to a 
select committee. 

The question was put on the motion first made— 
that is, the reference to the committee on the judi- 
ciary—aond decided in the affirmative by a large ma- 
jority. The house adjourned. 

Wepwnespay. Dec 11. Oregon, &e. Mr. Douglass 
of Illinois desired to give notice that on to-morrow 


copies of Greenhow’s report upon the Oregon. Also 
a bill for the establishment of a new territory to be 
called Nebraskee upon the land lying west of Missouri 
and on the Platte river, (agreeably with the recom- 
mendation of the secretry of war.) 

Pesidential election. The bill for holding it on one 








ra! colleges of the several states.” 


Mr. H. also gave notice that, after the vote on the | 


above amendment, he 
thereof these words: 

‘“‘And in ease there shall be no election of electors 
at the time fixed by this law,the said electors shall 
be appointed in such manner as the state shall by 
Jaw provide.” 

This was intended to mect the case that if the 
electoral board on convening should discover that a 
vacancy had occurred, by the death or inability to 
serve of one of those chesen, it empowered them to 
fili such vacancy. 

My. Hamlin, Mr. Elmer, Mr. Black, Mr. Chilton, 
continued the discussion. Mr. Douglas thought that 
the views brought out by the discussion demonstrat- 
ed the need of having the bill referred to cone of the 
standing committees. The bill was now laid aside 
for the present. 

Rifcrence «f the president's messege. ‘The various 
topics conlamed inthe presicent’s message were re- 
ferred, on mnoiionof Mr. Dromgoole as follows, vir: 


al! in relation to foreign affairs to the comunitiee | 


thereon; the treasury, &c. to committee of ways and 
means; army, &c. to military committee; ladian, 
und naval to their respective committees; occupation 
of Oregon, to committee on territories; post cflice 
aflairs to post cflice committee; transmission of 
nails by steamers, to naval committee; western and 
lake improvements to committee on commerce; and 
District of Columbia to the Distriet committee. 
The memorial of the widow of James Reeside. 
cdeceasccd, was referrcd cn suggestion of Mr. Vance 
to the post cflice committee. The house adjourned. 
Tuaspay, Dec. 10. Lead mines. 


leave to introduce, and introduced, a bill 


state of Illincis and 


Jands. 

Errors in the last census. 
petitions Was made. 
the American Statistical Association, setting forth 
many errors in the last census of the inhabitants o 
the United States, as also in the various statistica 
tables which have been compi ed and printed wit! 
the census—which, on motion of Mr. A. was re 


ferred, (as the committee on statistics of last session 


is not now in existence), toa select committee o 
nine members. 
Mr. A. moved that it be printed. 
was by a vote of J01 to 79, laid on the table. 
Ibolition. 
citizens of New York, who set forth that ther believ 
the instilulion of slavery a national disgrace, an 


would propose further to: 
amend Mr. Eimer’s amendment by adding to the end | follows: 


In pursuance of 
notice L.eretofore given, Mr. Hoge asked and obtained 
to direct 
the president to cause the reserved lead mines in the 
Territorics of Wisconsin and 
lowa to be exposed to public sale, which bill was 
read t“ ice, and referred to the committee on public 


The call of states for | large quantities of land into market. 
Mr. dams presented one from 


Which motion 


Mr. dams presented a n,emorial from 


who atked that it be removed from the District of 


day was taken up. Two amendments were pending, 
| both of which were withdrawn to ensble Mr. Duncen 
to introduce a new bill, which in substance was as 


‘That the election of electors shall take place on 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 
| That the states shali All any vacaney or vacancies in 
the list of electors; and that when the people shall 
fuil to make cho ee of electors upon the day afcresaid, 
\they shall be appointed in such manner as the states 
| by law may direet. 

After some discussion, and a preposition, which 

was not concurred in, that the election should take 
| place in October instead of November, and another, 
i which was agreed to, that the bill should be referred 
‘to a select committee, the bill was laid aside to be 
reported to the house. 

Public lands. Mr. Houston of Ala. made a success- 
ful motion to take up the bill to graduate the price of 
public lands. 

The bill was considered in commiitee of the whole, 
(Mr. Johnson in the chair,) propasing in substance 
that al! lands which have been surveyed and subject 
to sale fur five years and upwards, shall be sold to 
the amount of 320 acres for $1 an acre. That all 
lands ten years in market shall be sold for 75 cénts 
an acre to the same amount. ‘That all lands fifteen 
years in market to the same amount, shali be sold for 
50 cents an acre. That all lands twenty years in 
market, sall be sold for 25 cents anacre. Vrovided 
that the Jand shall be purchased for the purpose of 
| bana fide settlement. 

Mr. Collamer of Vermont, bri: fly cxpressed his 
opposition. it would in his view materially diminish 
I the reverue of the country, and he called upon all 
who were in favor of the distribution, and all who 
were in favor of low duties, to be careful how they 
allowed this bill to pass. The effect would be that 
the land would be sold at the minimum price, and 
that the revenucs vould suffer. As good lands now 
unsold were in market as could be found upon the 
face of the earth. Mr. C. said the government were 
making surveys, annually and were annually bringing 
The govern- 
ment could bring them into market to any extent, 
»}and af he remembered right, they could be brought 
flin toany amount. Thus the market had been and 
1} could be glutted with lands. The executive had an 
i | unlimited power as to the sale and surveys. 

-| Mr. Sample and Mr. Davis of Indiana replicd and 
defended the bill; the former upon the ground that 
{ | the refuse lands were net and would not be occupied 
until the prices were reduced and that the states 
where the lands were, suffered in consequence. 

Mr. Vinton, of Ghio, argued that there were hun~ 
dreds of millions of dollars involved in this bill, and 
e | to pass it would be a suicidal act of policy. Mr. V. 
d {spoke until nearly 3 o’clock, when the committce 


























Department of State, 
Washington, December, 2nd, 1844 
Sir: In obedience to your instructions, I have the 


rowing ont of the proposed annexation of the Jattey 


to the United States, and also of the correspondence 
Decided in the negative by yeas 88, nays, | with the Texan authorjties in relation to the disarm. 
ing a body of Texan forces, under the command of 
Major Snively, by a detachment of United States 
troops, commanded by Captain Cooke, and the fore}. 
ble entry and taking away from the custom-house on 
Red river of sundry goods and merchandize by cer- 
tain citizens of the United States. 


Py a note recently received from the Hon. C. H, 


Raymond, acting Charge de Affaires of the Republic 
of ‘Texas, Lam informed that the evidence referred 
laws le so amended as to require from persons born} to in my note to Mr. Van Zandt of the 14th of Au- 
gust last has not yet been received by him. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. C. CALIOUN., 
Tue Presipent oF tuk Unirep STAres. 


INsTRUCTIONS OF Vin. Catnoun to Messrs. Snav- 


NON AND Donerson, AND LETTER T0 Mr. Kine, &e. 
Mr Catnocrn tro Mr. Siranwon. 
Department of State, 
Washington, June 20th, 1244. 
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 


of your Jetter of the 17th of April last, annuncing 
your acceptanee of the appointment tendered you by 
the President cf the United States as Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Republic 
of Mexico, and notifying this Department of sou 
readiness to enter on the discharge of the duties of 
your office. 
mission; and I herewith enclose to you a full power, 


You have already received your com- 


a special passport, printed personal instructions, : 
sealed letter, accrediting you to the President of the 
Mexican Republic, and an open copy of the same for 
your own use. 

“In presenting this letter of credence to the Presi- 
dent you willavail vourself of the occasion to express 
to the President of Mexico the sincere desire of the 


| President of the United States to maintain the most 


amicable relations with the Government of tic 
Mexican Repubiic, and his purpose to promote this 
end by every proper means ia his power. 
3y a convention between the United States and 1 

Mexican Republic, signed on the lith day of Apr’, 
1839, a joint commission was agreed upon for the 
purpose of adjusting the claims of the citizens of the 
former on the Government of the latter. This cem- 
mission, agreeably to the previsicn of the convention, 
met in the city of Washington in August, 1840; but 
much of the time allowed for tne transaction and 
close of its business was consumed by the commis: 
sioners of the two Governments in discussing the 
organization of the board, and proper forms of pro- 
cedure to be adopted before it. The consequence 
was, that at the expiration of the pericd whe 
ihe terms of the convention, the commission should 
expire, many of the claims submitted for its decision 
remained undecided by the board; while others, re- 
ferred to the umpire, were left in the same state, 03 
he considered his functions terminating with those of 
the commission. 

The convention also provided that the 
which should be allowed, miglit be discharged by 
paynient of Mexican Treasury notes; but, as these 
were much depreciated in value at the time when tie 
commission expired, it became a matter of impor 
‘ance to effect some arrangement by which specie 
should be substituted in their stead. To this enc, 
your predecesser was empowered and instructed to 
enter into a negotiation with the Government 0! 
Mexico, and a convention was concluded on the 30th 
of January, 1843, providing for the payment of the 
awards, and the interest accruing thereon, in specit, 
in five years from the 30th day April, 1843, in ¢qu% 
instalments every three months. ‘These instalmen® 
have been paid punctually, with the exception of that 
which fell due in the month of February last, a par! 
only of which was paid on the day; and though We 
balance has since been discharged, it is important ' 
the interests involsed that the strictest punctuality 
should be observed. ‘The last instalment, due on 1° 
30th of Apri!, 1844, had not been paid at the date o! 
our last advices from Mr. Green, the Charge ¢ 
Affaires ad interim of the United States, though he 
peated applications had been made by him ’ % 
Minister of Foreign relations. This neglect of *o- 
lemn and express stipulations cannot be otherW)., 
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rose, and the house adjourned. 
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5 Seah tek: 


bagi ju 


SAE aeoed 


si 
Ware te cea RIV ID 


shat? a as 


wear 


Pa 
Bee 


ona 
ee 


Su ge Rae 


Pt 


SSS 


see tig 


of 
wh 
tra 
sha 
to | 
che 
mo 
sufl 
test 
flag 
the 
the 
unj 
our 
the 
enc 
Me 
Sta 
thei 
sane 
or ¢ 
friy. 
A 
whi 
gro 
ber, 
fron 
Mr. 
appl 
Unit 
of tl 
tible 
Mex 
sust; 
trea’ 
othe 
This 
it cal 
betw 
mod 
parti 
Such 
be ne 
Tt 
for if 
lice, 
tend 
to pr 
You 
CO, it 
Unite 
laws 
cann 
and t 
Mand 
An 
issue 
confl, 
treat; 
mere: 
Mexij 
time, 
is SO | 
the ty 
hostj! 
Which 
latery 
and th 




















































































14 

2 the 
pon- 
PXaS, 
atler 
lence 
arm- 
id of 
tates 
forci- 
se on 
y cer- 


C. H. 
public 
ferred 


f Au- 


JIN. 


SHAN: 


G. &e. 


, 4 

344. 

eceipt 
uneing 
you by 
Ixtra- 
»public 
f you 
ities of 
r com- 
power, 
Ions, < 
wg { the 


ne far 
yme iol 


» Presi- 
aX press 
» of the 
he most 

of the 
‘ote t} 18 


—- 
» 
— 
~ 


for the 
s of the 
HS ccm: 
yention, 
ery Last 
i0; | 

tion and 
commis: 
sing the 
} of pro- 
sequence 
hen by 
yhen, by 
D shit uld 
decision 
hers, re- 
state, 43 


: 
those Ui 


e claims 
ed by the 
, as these 
when the 
yf impor 
th specie 
this end, 
ructed to 
nment of 
the 30th 
nt of the 
in specie, 
} in equa 
stalments 
‘on of that 
rSt, a part 
hough the 
yortant to 
unetualily 
jue on the 
he date ol 
Sharge de 
though re- 
Jim to the 
lect of So- 
ot he CW ic 
» NUM ous 





en 


Bivins gina atin Ra ae 


ia Sha 


he ae 
ier 


eRe Oat eae ees * 


rai F's, 
Aerie eS 


Eee Mae SF 


bts — -----—-- + - --- 





—---~- 


alike to the honor of Mexico and the interests of the 
United Stetes. It will therefore be your duty to re- 
monstrate, in the strongest terms, against this appa- 
rent indifference to the obligations of contracts, and 
to urge upon the Government of Mexico the necessity 
of complying with the stipulations of the convention, 
agreeably to its terms. 

You will find on the files of the Legation a corres- 
pondence between your predecessor, Mr. ‘Thompson, 
and the Mexican Minister for Foreign Relations, in 
regard to an order addressed by the Mexican Secre- 
tary of War, dated the 14th July, 1843, to the Go 
yernors of the States of California, Senora, Sinaloa, 
and Chihuahua, directing the expulsion of the citi- 
zens of the United States from their territeries re- 
spectively. The result of this correspondence seems 
to have been none other than an enlargement of the 
terms of the order, so as to embrace foreigners gener- 
ally, or such of them as might be deemed vagrants or 
dangerous to the public peace. It is not designed to 
enter into a grave argument to expose the character 
of such an order, or to show its opposition to the 
treaty of the 5th of April, 1831. The correspon- 
dence referred to will put you in possession of the 
points in issue, and the views of the Government in 
regard to them. 

As a Jarge number of our citizens, for the purpose 
of trade, have settled themselves in the States refer- 
rea to, whose property and liberty may be endangered 
in its enforcement, it will be necessary that you give | 
to the subject your earliest attention. You will per- 
ceive, by reference to the correspondence on the files 
of the legation, that the Governors of the States to 
whom the order is addressed are empowered, arbi- 
trarily, to fix the time when those deemed obnoxious 
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that functionary so to modify the said decree as to di- 
vest it of its obnoxious provisions in respect to the 
citizens of the United States. You will avail your- 
self of the first occasion after your arrival to bring 
the subject to the notice of the Mexican Government, 
and to urge the immediate fulfilment of the promise 
made to your predecessor. 

You will embrace some convenient opportunity, 
after you have complied with the foregoing instruc- 
tions, to address a note to the Mexican Government, 
in which you will say that you are instructed to in- 
form it chat the President perceives with regret it has 
entirely misconceived the object of the communica- 
tion which the Secretary of the legation of tbe 
United States, in conformity with his instructions, 
made to it in reference to the treaty recently entered 
into with Texas. Its object, as it plainly imports to 
be, was to announce to the Government of Mexico 
that the treaty had been signed and submitted to the 
Senate for its approval; that the measure had been 
adopted with no unfriendly or hostile feeling to 
Mexico; and that the Government of the United 
states was ready to adjust, on liberal terms, the ques- 
tion of boundary, and any other that might grow out 
of the treaty. It constituted no part of its object to 
invite a discussion as to its right to make the treaty. 
To suppose so would be to assume that it had made 
it without duly examining and establishing, to its en- 
tire satisfaction, its right to do so—a supposition 
which would neither comport with the fact nor what 
is due to its honor and dignity. 

Such being the case, it oannot, consistently with 
either perinit itself to be drawn into a controversy 
with the government of Mexico as to its right to make 
the treaty; and you will inform it, accordingly, that 





shall leave the country, while no opportunity seems | 
to be vouchsafed to the suspected to vindicate their | 
characters. In the execution of such an order, it is| 
more than probable that much individual wrong and | 
suffering may be inflicted; and while you will pro- | 
test, in strong terms, against the order itself, as a| 
flagrant violation of the treaty of IS31, you will at) 
the same time exert your utmost vigilance to protect! 
the persons and property of those who may be made 
unjustly the subj cts of its operations, enjoining on 
our cilizens, on the one hand, a proper obedience to | 
the laws of Mexico, as a conditiou of your interfer- | 
ence in their behalf, and, on the other, giving the| 
Mexican Government to understand that the United 
States cannot allow their citizens, induced to take up 
their residence in its territories under the solemn 
sanction of a treaty, to be driven from their abodes, 
or otherwise injured in their persons or property, on 
frivolous pretexts, 


Another question of very grave importance, and 
which is still pending between the two Governments, 
grows out of the Mexican decree of the 23d Septem- 
ber, 1843, prohibiting foreigners resident in Mexico 
from engaging in the retailtrade. Your predecessor, 
Mr. I hompson, was instructed to protest against the 
application of this decree to the citizens of the 
United States, as a direct and palpable infringement 
of the 3d article of the treaty of 1831, and incompa- 
ible with other stipulations contained in it. The 
Mexican Minister for Foreign Affairs attempts to 
sustain the decree, on the general ground that, by the 
treaty, the citizens of each country, resident in the 
Others are subject to their respective laws and usazes. 
d his, as a general truth, may be admitted; but surely 
it cannot be pretended that rizhts guarantied by treaty 


you have been instructed tu pass unnoticed the inclu- 
clusive arguments by which it has attempted to con- 
trovert our right to enter into it. 

We hold Texas to be independent, de jure as we}l 
as de facto; and as competent, in every respect, to enter 
into a treaty of cession, or any other,as Mexico her. 
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the Hon. Anson Jones, secretary of state,&c. dated 
the 6th instant; also, copies of several documents re- 
terred to in his communication by the letters A and 
3. besides a copy of a letter to him from the secre: 
tary of war of this republie; accompaying which will 
also be found a copy of my reply to the letter of Mr. 
Jones. 
[MR. JONES TO MR. HOWARD | 
Department of State, 
Washington, August 6, 1844. 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the republic 
of Texas, has the honor so transmit, herewith, to 
‘General Howard, charge d'affaires of the United 
States near this government, the copy of a communi- 
‘cation from the Hon. G. W. Hill, of this date, with 
accompanying documents A and B. containing the in- 
formation that Mexico is about to recom mence active 
hostilities against this country. 

The undersigned is aware that Gencral Howard 
has already been informed of the efiorts making by 
General Santa Anna to raise funds in Mexico and an 
army of thirty thousand men for the subjugation of 
Mexas, and that troops in considerable numbers have 
a'r:ady been moved towards our southwestern fron- 
tier, unler the command of General Canalizo, of the 
Mexican army, an officer appointed to carry this ob- 
ject into effect. 

The information now in possession of this govern- 
ment leads the undersigned to the conclusion that 
Mexico intends either to renew a system of predatory 
warfare against Texas, or else to nake a formidable 
attempt for its conquest; and that whichever alterna- 
tive she may have concluded to adopt, she has been 
induced to her course by the negotiations pending 
between Texas and the United States on the subject 
of annexation. 

In view of these facts, and adverting to the assu- 
rances given to this government by General Murphy 





— 








| charge d'affaires of the United States, on the 14th of 


February, and by Mr. Calhoun, secretary of state, on 


self, or any other independent power; and that, inithe 11th of April last, the undersigned, by direction 
entering into the treaty of annexation with her, we; ol his excellency the president, has the honor to re- 


| violated no prior engagement or stipulation with 


Mexico. We would indeed have been glad in doing so, } 
to have acted with the concurrence of Mexico, ifcir- 
cumstances had permitted, not because we believed | 
that she had any rightful claim of sovereignty over | 


} 


to transfer the full and complete right and title to its 

territory, but because, in our desire to preserve the 
' most friendly relations with Mexico, we were dis- 
| posed to treat ber with respect, however unfounded 
| we believed her clann to Texas to be. ?t was incon- 
| formity with that desire that the instructions were 
| riven to make the communication to the government 
'of Mexico ,announcing the signature of the treaty 
| and our readiness to adjust all questions whieh migh 
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, 
t 

| grow out of it between the two count ies on the most 

| liberal terms. 

| Ycu will also state that you are instructed to pass 

| over unnoticed the menaces and offensive language 

| 


which the government of Mexico has thought pro 
It makes a great mistake in supposing 
| that the United States can be deterred by menaces 
| from adopting a measure which, after mature delibe- 
| ration, they have determined they have aright todo, 
‘and which they believe to be essential to their safety 
‘and prosperity. They are desirous of peace with 
| Mexico and all other nations; but they always stand 


between two independent powers may be abridged or| prepared to defeni themselves, if need be, against 
modified by the municipal regulations of one of the! any attack to which they may be subjected in pursu- 


parties, without and against the consent of the other.| ing a line of policy dcemed by themselves just and 


Such a position is so utterly untenable, that it would | expedient. 


| oifensive language used. 
The government of the United States is too mindful | 
) 


be needless to dwell on it. 
This subject will demand your prompt attention ; | 
for it is of the highest importance to prevent the injus- 
lice, injury, and distress which siust necessarily at 
tend the execution of the decree, rather than resort 
to protracted negotiations, in order to repair them.— | 
You will therefore inform the Government of Mexi- 
Co, in firm but conciliatory language, that, while the 
nited States concede to Mexico the right to enact 
laws not inconsistent with her treaty stipulations, they 
Cannot tamely submit to the execution of this decree 
and that it is cenfidently expected it will be counter- 
manded, so far as their citizens are concerned. 
, Another decree, dated in August last, was also 
issued by the Mexican Government, which appears to 
Conflict, very clearly, with the stipulations of the 
treaty of 1331. By the fourth article of this decree 
merchandize, lawfully imported into the territories of 
Mexico, is subjected to forfeiture after a limited 
time, unless it be sold or reshipped in one year. This 
the teen contravention of the 26th article of 
te apiymng wetwoce the two countries, and so 
whiede ~ be oe to those relations of friewdship 
Niiere yas Intended to secure i 2 
iteration st tended to secure, that, in the last 


Nor can they be provoked to retort the 


of what is due to its own self-respect and dignity t 
be driven, by any provogation, however unwarranted 
or great, from that decorum of language which ought 
ever to be observed in the official correspondence of 
independent states. In their estimation, a good cause 
needs no such support, anda bad one cannot be 
strengthened by it. 


of annexation with Texas, it isnot deemed advisable 
to instruct you to make any overture or propositions 
to the government of Mexico in relation to that sub- 
ject, but should any disposition be manifested on its 


in reference to il, you will receive and immediately 
transmit them te this department. I] am, sir, your 
obedient servant. J.C. CALHOUN. 
Hon. Wiison SHANNON. 
[MR. HOWARD TO MR. CALHCUN, EXTRACT |] 
{ Confidential.’ 
Legation of the United States, 
Washington, Texas, August 7, 1844. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith the 





and the Pre veen your predecessor, Mr. Thompson, 
ie President of Mexico, a promise was made by 


'copy ofa letter received by me on yesterday from 


quest that General Howard will, as early as conveni- 
ent, take the necessery sieps to cause to be carried 
into effect these assurances, and to extend to Texas 
the aid which the present emergency requires. 

The undersigned embraces with great pleasure this 


int 


eee Sn 


From the failure of the senate to approve the treaty | 


art to open negotiations, or any propositions be made | 
p 3 ’ 





| Texas, or that the latter was not competent of iiself! occasion to present to General Howard the assuran- 


‘ces of his distinguished consideration and regsr I. 
| ANSON JONE 
| Hon. Tirenuman A. Howarp, &e. 
| Hleadg navies s Soutlivestern Command, 
Bexar, July 21, 1344. 
| Sin: The following is the information alluded to: 
|About ten days ago a secret spy in my employ arrived 
in town; an! informed me tiiat preparations were in 
'progress to mount on good horses a force of six hun- 
dred men, to be divided into three divisions, one of 
which was to proeced, with rapid marches to this 
place, and enter the town if practicable; if repulsed, 
itoretreat. tmmediately on their return, another di- 
i vision would advance with the same instructions, and 
so on, giving time to each divison to refresh and keep 
‘up a constant annoyance on this portion of the fron- 
‘tier. Two days ago he returned, confirming his pre- 
‘vious statement, and, in addition, a communication, 
from a gentleman whose statement cannot be doubt- 
ed, confirming the report of the spy, and stating that 
‘they had already four hundred fine horses purchased 
to mount the troops, and that their operations would 
‘commence during the month of August. This state. 
'eannot be be doubted. I have the honor to be, ver 
respectfully, &c. JOHN C. HAYES. 
| Conunanding the Southwestern Frontier. 
| flon. G. W. Hinw, Secretary of War aad Marine. 
asi 
(13) [rRANSLATION. | 
Headquarters, Mier. June 19, 1844. 
| The time prefixed by the supreme government of 
‘the republic for the duration of the armistice cele- 
brated with the commissioners of Texas, on the 15th 
lof February of the present year, having expired, his 
/excel’@ icy the president has be2n pleased to deter- 
| mine that hostilities are renewed, and declared to 
exigt from the ] 1th day of the present month, azainst 
the inhabitants of that department. While ] apprize 
you of this resolution of his excellency,1 wiil also 
represent to you the fact that my government is high- 
ly indignant at the perfidious conduct of those said 
inhabitants towards the republic, which, ever gene- 
rous to them, believed they were acting in good faith 
until the contrary became manifest by tueir disregard 
of the promise made in the same treaty of armistice, 
as relates to the commissioners according to articie 4) 
which were to have proceeded to the capital of Mex. 
ico, in order to arrange the terms wherevy their pro. 
positions might be admitted. 


| 
| 
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His exceilency the president, convinced that the 
honor of the nation Cemands that such dishonorable 
conduct should be punished, and that it should be un- 
derstood that his motives for the delay in declining 
the renewal of hostilities has not proceeded from the 
want of ability or of resources, but purely from 
motives of humanity, desires me to make this inti- 
mation. 

In the performance of this duty, although the reflec- 
tion that human blood must be shed is painful, yet | 
have the satisfaction to know that our cause is just, and 
that it is sustained by sacred and imprescriptible right, 
in which we have no less confidence than in the valor 
of our troops; and, the struggle once renewed, the 
civilized world will become the judge of our rights, 
while victory will crown the efforts of those who 
fearlessly wage the battle for their country, opposed 
to usurpation. 

I have the honor to reiterate to you the assurance 
of my high consideration and esteem. God and 
liberty. ADRIAN WOLL. 

First Brigade of the north, Commander in Chief. 

General Samvuet Houston. 

Department of war and Marine, 
Washington, Texas, Jugust 6, 1844. 

Sir: Tam directed by his excellency the president 
to ask the attention of your department to the facts 
recently made known to this government, and con- 
tamed in communications recently received from 
Gen. Adrian Woll, of the army of Mexico, and Col. 
John G Hayes, commanding on the southwestern 
fronticr of Texas, a copy of the former and an extract 
of the latter of which are herewith transmitted.— 
The facts contained in these communications, taken 
in connexion with other intelligence which has been 
received leave no doubt of the objects and intentions 
of the Mexican government; and that a considerable 
military force is now being concentrated on the Rio 
Grande, with the avowed object of immediately fol- 


Jowing the attack of the cavalry alluded to by Col. | 


Hayes by that of a more formidable force. No doubt 
can therefore longer exist of the propriety and neces- 
sity of placing immediately on our southwestern fron 
tier, fur the defence of the nation, all the troops at the 
disposal of the government, wether of our own citi 


zens or by existing arrangements between this gov-| 


ernment-and thatofthe United Siates. I have the 
honer to be your very obedient servant. 
; , G. W. HILL, 
Secretary of War and Marine. 
Hon. Anson Jones, &e. 
Legation of the United States, 
Washington, { Texas] ug. 6, 1844. 
The undersigned, charge d’affairs of the United 
Siates near the government of the Republic of Texas, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a com- 


munication of the hon. Anson Jones, secretary of 


state of this republic, of uns date, together with its 
accompanying documents. 

The undersigned is aware of the incipient steps 
which have been taken by the chief of the Mexican 
government, with the alleged purpose of invading 
and subjugating ‘Texas; but how tar the preparations 
have gone he is not informed. He has no reason, 
however, to doubt the information communicated by 
the honorable secretary; on the contrary, he has 
received similar information from other quarters.— 
How far the relations of Texas and the U. States 
may have excited the Mexican government to addi- 
tional efforts to re-conquer Texas, and hastened tlie 
renewal of hostilities, the undersigned has no means 
of judging. Whatever may be the cause, it cannot 
but be the subject of universal regret throughout 
Christendom, that a war of the character which 
has marked the relations of Texas and Mex:co 
since the revolution of 1836 should not be brought 
to a close. 

If, however, the recommencement of this conflict 
has been owing to the negotiations between the go- 
vernments of the United States and Texas, and it 
the United States has given ‘-assurances to extend to 
Texas the aid which the present emergency requires,” 
by which the undersigned supposes Is meant mulitary 
uid in repelling the anticipated imvasion by Mexico, 
the obligations thus incurred ought to be, and he 
doubts not, will be observed by his government. — 

The undersigned has taken occasion to re-examine 


the letters of the late general Murphy, of the 14th of 


February last, and of Mr. Calhoun, secretary of state 


of the United States, of the 11th of Ajril ensuing; he | 
has also turned his attention to the letter of the hon. | 


John Nelson, secretary of state ad interim, to general 


Murphy, of the J1th March, 1844, and of the hon. | 
Isaac Van Zandt of the 17th of January of the same | 
The letter of the hon. Mr. Nelson, it will be | 


year. , 
seen, limits very much the assurances given by the 


hon. Mr. Murphy, and discloses in explicit language 
the coustitutional limitations under which the execu- 





tive of the United States must act in regard to the 
military power of the country. 

The question, then, is mainly left to rest upon the 
letter of the hon. Mr. Van Zandt of the 17th of 
January, and the answer of Mr. Calhoun of the 11th 
of April, 1844. Mr. Van Zandt submits the following 
inquiry to the secretary of state, (Mr. Upshur:)— 
“Should the president of Texas accede to the pro- 
position of annexation, would the presidentof the 
United States, after the signing of the treaty, and 
before it shall be ratified and receive the sanction of 
the other branches of both governments, in case 
Texas should desire it, or with her consent, order 
such number of military and naval forces of the U. 
States to such necessary points or places upon the 
territory or borders of Texas, or the Gulfof Mexico, 
as shall be sufficient to protect her against foreign 
aggression?” Mr. Calhoun, after referring to the 
orders given to the naval and military forces, gives 
the assurance that, should the exigency arise during 
the pendency of the treaty of annexation, the president 
would deem it his duty to use all the means placed 
within his power by the constitution to protect Texas 
from invasion. 

The undersigned assures the honorable secretary 
of state of the disposition cf his government to fulfil 
all her obligations to Texas, and of the deep interest 
felt both by the government and peopie of the United 
States in whatever concerns her welfare, tg which 
he will add his own anxious wish to preserve the 
most perfect faith towards both the government and 
people of Texas. But he is not able to perceive that 
an assurance given that the military power should 
be used, so far as it constitutionally might, to repel 
invasion during the pendency of the treaty, to which 
alone both Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Van Zandt seem to 
have had reference, would raise an obligation on the 
president of the United States to interpose by af- 
fording military aid to Texas on the present emer- 
gency. 

In communicating this opinion to the honorable 
secretary of state, the undersigned is happy to known 
that he addresses one who is familiar with the fun- 





| damental laws and government of the United States, 
| which prescribe certain rules of action for every 
public functionary. 
| Nevertbeless, as the subject is one of great mo- 
ment, and is entiticd to the consideration of the go- 
vernment of the United States, and as the facts com- 
municated are important, he will transmit, as speedily 
a3 practicable, this correspondence, with the accom- 
panying documents, to his government, and await 
her instructions. 

The undersigned, with the most unfeigned pleasure, 
takes this occasion to present to the hon. Mr. Jones 
‘the assurance of his distinguished consideration and 
esteem. T. A. HOWARD. 

Hon. Anson Jones, secretary of state. 

MR. CALHOUN TO MR. SHANNON. 
Department of slate Washington Sept. 10, 1844. 

Sin—There can be no longer any doubt that Mexico 
| intends to renew the war against Texas on a large 
scale, and to carry it on with more than savage fe- 
rocity. ‘The Joan she has authorized, and the ex- 
pensive preparations she is making, by land and sea, 
are sufficient proofs of the former, and the orders of 
the commander of the army of the north, gen. Woll, 
issued on the 20th day of June last, and the decree of 
Santa Anna, general of division and provisional pre- 
| sident of Mexico, on the 17th day of June, 1843, of 
ithe latter. The decree makes the generals-in chief 
of divisions of the army and the commandant general 
of the coast and frontier responsible for its exact 
fulfilment. It was under that responsibility, it would 
seem that general Woll, to whom the Texian fron- 
tier was assigned, issued his order of the 20th June. 
After premising that the war was renewed against 
Texas, that all communications with it must cease, 
and that every individual, of whatever condition, 
| who may have comaiuuications with it shall be re- 
| garded as a trailor, and as such be punished accord- 
|ing to the articles of war, the order announces in its 
|third article that ‘every individual who may be 
| found at the distance of one league from the left 
| bank of the Rio Bravo will be regarded as a favorer 
‘and accomplice of the usurpers of that part of the 
| national territory, and as a traitor to his country,” 
'and, aflera summary military trial, ‘‘shall be pun- 
| ished accordingly. And in its forth article it also 
| states “that every individual who may be embraced 
within the provisions of the preceding article, and 
may be rash enough to fly at the sight of any force 
belonging to the Supreme Government, shall be 
pursued until taken or put to death.” . 

In what spirit the decree of the 17th of June, 
which the order is intended exactly to fulfil, is to be 








| 

| executed, the fate of the party under general Sent 
| manal, at Tabasco, affurds an illustration. ‘They 
‘were arrested under it, and executed without hear- 


Re, enone ee . —_ 


dahon STs 


ing or trial, against the indignant remonstrances of 
the French and Spanish ministers near the govern- 
ment of Mexico, who in vain invoked the voice of 
humanity, the sacred obligations of the constitution 

and the sanctity of treaties, in behalf of their country- 
men who were executed under this illegal and bloody 
decree. 

If the decree Itself was thus enforced in time of 
peace on the subjectsof friendly powers, and against 
the remonstrances of their ministers, some faint con- 
ception may be formed of the ferocious and devas. 
tating spirit in which the order of general Woll, is 
intended to be executed against the inhabitants of 
Texas, and all who may in any way aid in their 
cause, or even have communication with them. [t 
was under a decree similar to that of the I7th of 
June, 1843, and issued by the same authority on the 
30th of October, 1835, but which was not so com- 
prehensive in its provisions or so bloody and ferocious 
in its character, that the cold-blooded butchery of 
Fannin and his party, and other Texian prisoners, 
was ordered by Santa Anna in his invasion of 1836. 

That decree was limited to foreigners who should 
land at any port in Mexico, or arrive by land, being 
armed, and having hostile intentions, or who should 
introduce arms and munitions of war, to be used at 
any place in rebellion, or placed in the hands of its 
enemies. As savage and outrageous as its provisions 
were, the order of general Woll, intended to carry 
out that of June, 1843, goes far beyond. It embraces 
every individual who may be found east of a line 
drawn three miles east of the Rio del Norte, without 
distinction of age or sex, foreigner or citizen, condi- 
tion or vocation. All of every description, whether 
they resist or surrender, are to be treated as traitors, 
and all who flee to be shot down. The war is in- 
tended, in short, to be one of uttor extirpation.— 
Ali that breathe are to be destroyed or driven out, 
and Texas left a desolate waste, and so proclaimed 
to the world by Mexico, in advance of her projected 
invasion. 

The first question which presents itself for consi- 
deration on this statement of facts is, shall we stand 
by and witness in silence the renewal of the war by 
Mexico, and its prosecution in this bloodthirsty and 
desolating spirit? In order to answer it fully and 
satisfactorily, it will be necessary to inquire first into 
her object for renewing the war at this time. 


There can be but one: and that is, to defeat the 
annexation of Texas to this union. She knows ful! 
well that the rejection of the treaty has but postpon- 
ed the question of annexation. She knows that con- 
gress adjourned without finally disposing of it; that it 
is now pending before both houses, and actively can- 
vassed before the people throughout the wide extent 
of our union, and that it will in all probability be de- 
cided in its favor, unless it should be defeated by some 
movement exterior to the country. We would be 
blind not to see that she proposes to effect it by the 
projected invasion, either by conquering and subject- 
ing Texas to her power, or by forcing her to with- 
draw the proposition for annexation, and to form 
commercial and political connexions with some other 
power, less congenial to her feelings and favorable 
to her independence, and more threatening to her 
and our permanent welfare and safety. Of the two, 
the latter is much more probable. She once atterpt- 
ed conquest, but signally failed, although the attempt 
was made under the Jead of her most skiliful and re- 
nowned general, at the head ofa well appointed arwy, 
consisting of her best disciplined and bravest troops, 
and while Texas was yet in her infancy, without a 
government, almost wiihout means, and with an in- 
consijerable population. Wath this example before 
her, she can scarcely hope to succeed now, under a 
leader of less skill and renown, and when Texas has 
setUied down under a well-established government, 
and has so greatly increased in means and population. 

It is possible she may be overrun; but to expect to 
hold her in subjection with her present population 
and means, at the distance of more than twelve hun- 
dred miles from the city of Mexico, with a difficult 
intermediate country. destitute in a degree of re- 
sources, would be extreme folly. The very attempt 
would exhaust her means and leave her prostrated. 
No; the alternative is to drive out the inhabitants 
and desolate the country, or force her into some fo- 
reizn and unnatural alliance; and this, the ferocious 
and savage order of General Woll shows, is well 
understood by Mexico, and is in reality, the object ol 
her policy. 

Shall we stand by and permit it to be consummal- 
ed, and thereby defeat a measure long cherished, and 
indispensable alike to the safety and welfare of tle 
United States and Texas? No measure of policy has 
been more steadily or longer pursued, and that dy 
both of the great parties into which the Union 8 
divided. Many believed thai Texas was embraced 
in the cessicn of Louisiana, and was improperly, if 





not unconstitutionally, surrendered by the treaty 0 
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lorida coeitiotion of its importance to the safety | ing any obligations, by treaty or otherwise, between | 
ane fare of the Union, its annexation kas been} us and her. Ner will our honor, any more than our) 
nd et of constant pursuit ever since. It was| welfare and safety, permit her to attack Texas while | 
H oPyattempted to acquire it during the administra-| the question of annexation is pending. If Mexico, 
see Adams—once in 1825, shortly after he| has thought proper to take offence, it is us, who in-| 
jon 0" ‘i power, and again in 1827. It was thrice} vited a renewal of the proposition, and not she who| 
on ad under the administration of his successor, | accepted it, who ought to be held responsible; and | 
noun Jackson—first in 1829, immediately after | we, as the responsible party, cannot, without impli- | 
pd into power, again in 1833, and ‘finally in| cating our honor, permit another to suffer in our) 
ph: ust before Texas herself made a proposition; place. Entertaining these views, Mexico would) 
os exation in 1837, at the commencementof Mr.| make a great mistake if she should suppose that. 
ve Buren’s administration, which he declined, not,| the president would regard with indifference the 
saetets on the ground of opposition to the policy| renewal of the war which she has proclaimed 
sf the measure. The United States had previously 
scknowledged her independence, and the example 
yas since Deen followed by France and Great Britain. 
The latter, soon after her recognition, began to adopt 





























































involved. 
But another and a still more elevated considera- | 











riven greatly increased importance to the measure war, those to the manner in which it is to be con- 
of annexation, by making it still more essential to, ducted are still more so. 
he safety and welfare both of her and the United 


States. 





















the voice of humanity cries aloud against the man- 





nolicy, and under the conviction of the necessity of that the rules and usages of war, as established be- 
acting promptly in order to prevent the defeat of the tween civilized nations in modern times, should be 

















to renew the proposition for annexation which had lation and to see them preserved. In this case that 
been declined by its predecessor. It was accepted, duty is pre-eminently ours. We are neighbors, the 
and, 2s has been stated, is now pending. ‘The ques- nearest to the scenes of the proposed atrocities, most 
tion recurs, shall we stand by quietly and permit competent to judge, from our proximity, and, forthe 
Mexico to defeat it, without making an effort to op-, same reason, enabled more readily to interfere.— 
ose her? Shall we, after this long and continued ; From the same reason, alse, our sympathy would be 
efort to annex Texas, now, when the measure is, more deeply wounded, by reviewing the mingled 






















aside, perhaps forever? Shall the “golden opportu- all sides and hearing the groans of the suffering; not to 
nity” be lost, never again toreturn? Shall we permit mention the dangers to which we would be expes- 
Texas, for having accepted an invitation, tendered ed in consequence, ona distant and weak frontier, 










5 measure essential to their and our permanent peace, | vicinity. 
Pwelfare, and safety, to be desolated,; her inhabitants, If any thing can add to the atrocity with which it 
tobe butchered or driven out, or, in order to avert is proclaimed the war will be waged, it is the bold 
rso great a calamity, to be forced, against her will, fiction, regardless of the semblance of truth, to which 
Fintoastrange alliance, which would terminate in. the government of Mexico has resorted in order to 
producing lasting hostilities between her and us, give color to the decree of June, 1843, and the orders 
tothe permanent injury and perhaps the ruin of of General Woll. Finding nothing in the conduct 
P both? of the government or people of Texas to justify 
The president has fully and deliberately cxamined. their bloody and ferccions cheracter, it has assumed, 
the subject, and has come to the conelusion that in wording them, that there is no such governinent 
honor and humanity, as well asthe welfare and safe-| or community as Texas; that the individuals to be 
ty of both countries, forbid it; and that it is his duty found there are lawless intruders and usurpers, with- 
jduring the recess of congress to use all his consti | out political existence, who may rigttfully be treat- 
tutional means in opposition to i!; leaving that body, ed as a gang of pirates—outcasts from society, and, 
when it assembles, to decide on the course which in. as such, not entitled to the protection of the laws of 
Fits opinion, it would be proper for the government to, nations or humanity. 


















































In this assumption it obsti- 


adopt. nately persists, in spite of the well known, and, ex-| 


inaccordance with this conclusion, the president Cepting the government of Mexico, the universally 
would be compelled to regard the invasion of Texas admitted fact that the colonis's of Texas, instead of 
by Mexico, while the question of annexation is pend- being intruders and usurpers, were invited to settle 
ing, as highly offensive to the United States. He! there—first, under a grant by the Spanish authority 
entertains ne doubt that we had the right to invite | 0 Moses Austin, which was afterwards confirmed 
her to renew the proposition for ann: xation; and she, | by the Mexican authority; and subsequently by simi- 
as an independent state, had a right to accept it,|/ar grants from the state of Texas and Coahuila, 
without consulting Mexico or asking her leave. He! “hich it =o authorised to issue by the constitution 
regards Texas, in every respect, as independent us of 1524. ‘They came there as invited guests—not 
Mexico, and as competent to transfer the whole or | Viled for their own interest, but for those of Spain 

& part of ‘Texas, as she vould the whole or part of and Mexico—to protect ain eak and helpless pro 

Mexico. To go no further back, under the consti-| Vince from the ravages of wandering tribes of Jn- 
tution of 1824 ‘Texas and Coahuila were members of , dls; lo improve, cultivate, and render productive 


) ® y } i T °, ™t , \, ‘ ‘ ’ ¢ i if rif } > "OAK soe 6 nize / 
the federation formed by the Uniied States of Mex- wild and almost uninhabitable w axle ; and to male 


ico—Texas with Coahuila forming one state, with | that valuable which was before worthless. All this 
the right guarantied to ‘l'exas by the constitution to! ‘hey effected, at great cost and with much danger 


“Te : | a aeeil - — thins Pigs snerry | 
form a separate state as soon as her population would | 2nd difliculty, which nothing but American energy | 


permit. ‘The several states remained equal in rights and perseverance could ove reome—not only unaided 
atid equally independent of each other until 1835,| by Mexico, but in despite of the impediments caused 
When the constitution was subverted by the military, | by her interference. 

and ail ibe states which dared to resist subjugated | 


| Instead of a lawless gang of adventurers, as they 
by force, except Pexas. 


} She stood up manfully andj are assumed to be by the government of Mexico, 
ravely in defence of her rights and independence, | these invited colonists became in a few years a con 


Which she gioriously and successfully asserted on the | stituent portion of the members of the Mexican) 


valle ground of San Jacinto in 1836, and has ever! Union, and proved themseives to be the descendants 
‘ice nigintained. The constitution of 1824 made} of a free and hardy race, by the bravery and energy 
ler incependent, und her valor and her sword have! with which they metthe subverters of the constitution 
Waintained her so. She has been acknowledzed to| of 1824, and successfully preserved their indepen- 
© so by three of the leading powers of Christendom, t ) 
and regarded by all as such, except Mexico herself. 


dence. This done, they gavea still higher proof of 


helli- ; 
ee ous department or province, stcuggling to ob 
“i ngependence after throwing off ber yoke; mucii| causes, they have enjoyed peace and security, while 


4 
ess 


SS a8 that ofa band of lawless intruders and usurpers, | their industry and energy, protected by equal laws, 
Without government or political existence, as Mex-| have widely extended the limits of cultivation and 
co Would have the world to believe. The true re- improvement over their beautiful country. It is 
ation between them is that of independent mem-| such a people, living under a free and well establish- 
ers OL a federal government, but now subverted by | ed government, and on whose soil ‘‘no hostile foot 
me the weaker of which has successfully resisted, | has found rest” for the last eight yesrs, who have 
“er fearful odds, the attempts of the stronger to] been recognised and introduced as one of its members 


cc tle ans i ° . os $ - . . . . . 
lex” ‘er and subject her to its power. It is in that] into the family of nations, that Mexico has under 
a) 








1819. Under that impression, and the| without giving any just offence to Mexico or violat-, 


against Texas. Ourhonor and our interests are both | 


tion would forbid him to look on with indifference, | 
» line of policy in reference to Texas which has, As strong as are the objections to the renewal of the | 


If honor and interest for- | 
bid a tame acquiescence in the renewal of the war, | 


jn pursuance of this long cherished and established ner of conducting it. All the world has an interest: 


measure, the present administration invited ‘Texas respected, and are in duty bound to resist their vio-_ 


sbout to be consummated, allow Mexico to put it scenes of misery which would present themselves on | 


her ata critical moment, to join us, and consummate , with numerous and powerful bands of Indians in its 


‘ 


their descent, by establishing wise and free institu- | 
Nor has she ever stood in relation to Mexico as a| tions, and yielding ready obedience to the laws of! 
their own enacting. Under the influence of these’ 


ect we regard her, and in that we had the right to}taken to treat as a lawless banditti, and against | 
ae her to renew the proposition for annexation,| whom, as such, she has proclaimed a war of exter- | 
tu treat with her for admission imto the Union,' mination, forgetful of their exalted and generous. 


s)> 


those who butchered in cold blood the heroic Fannin 
and his brave associates, regardless of plighted faith. 
The government of Mexico may delude itself by its 
bold fictions, but it cannot delude the rest of the 
world. [ic will be judged and held responsible, not 
by what it may chose to regard as facts, and to act 
upon us such, but by what are in reality facts, known 
and acknowledged by all save herself. 

Such are the views which the president entertains 
in reference to the renewal of the war, after so long 
a suspension, and under existing circumstances, and 
the barbarous and bloody manner in which it is pro- 
claimed it will be conducted. He instructs you ac- 


cordingly, to address, without delay, to the proper 


department of the Mexican government, a communi- 
cation, in which you will state the views entertained 
by him in reference to the renewal of the war while 
the question of annexation is pending, and the manner 
in which it 1s intended to be conducted, and to protest 
against both in strong language, accompanied by de- 
clarations that the president cannot regard them with 
indifference, but as highly offensive to the United 


' States. You are also instructed to renew the decla- 


ration made to the Mexican secretary by our charge 
d'affaires, in announcing the conclusion of the treaty, 
that the measure was adopted in no spirit of hostility 
to Mexico; and if annexation should be consummat- 
ed, the United States will be prepared to adjust all 
questions growing ont of it, including that of boun- 
darv, on the mostliberal terms. [ am, sir respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 
Wirtson Suannon, Esq. &e. 


[Translation of a decree of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, referred to in the instructions of Mr. Cal- 
houn to Mr Shannon of the 10th of Sept 1844.] 

Department of War and Marine, 
National Palace, Mexice, June 17th, 1843. 

J, Antomo Lopez de Santa Anna benemerito of the 
country, General of Division, and Provisional Presi- 
dent of the Mexican Republic, hereby make known 
to the people, that, considering the criminal and de- 
testable abuse whicit has been and now is committed 
by many foreigners, belonging for the most part to 
nations in peace and friendship with Mexico, inusurp- 
ing its territory, in invading it with arms, in fighting 
the troops of the Republic, in robbing property, and 
committing other acts of violence worthy of hordes 
of banditii and pirates out of the pale of the laws of 
nations, and that the time has at length come to y;ut 
an end to these evils and villainies, by exercising the 
rights ané employing the forces used by nations in 
| such cases, inasmuch as the same persons, whom the 

Government has pardoned through its generosity and 

clemency, have returned to try their fortune by com- 
mitting new aggressions for the advancement of their 
nefarious ends, [ liave resolved, for the good of the 
nation, in order to preserve it from the attacks of 

such adventurers, and to prove the firmness wath 
which [uphold the rights of the Republic, to cause 
the following articles to be observed, which I have 
ceereed in virtue of the seventh article of the basis of 
Tac ibaya, sanctioned by the nation. 


} 
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| Article 1. Tn future, no quarter shall be granted to 
any foreigner, who invades the territory of the Re. 
public on his own account, whether he be accompa- 
nied in his enterprise by a few or by many adventu- 
rers, and even if he do so ostensibly with the pretext 
of protecting civil discords, in which a political ob- 
ect is set forth; and all such persons, taken with 
arms in their hands, shall be immediately put to 
death. ‘his punishment shall be inflicted on all for- 
eigners, from whatsoever country, because, as Mexico 
isat peace with ail nations, every one who makes war 
on her does it purely on his own individual responsi- 
| bility, and places himself out of the protection of 
| €xisting treaties. 
| Article 2. The generals-in-chief of the divisions of 
| the army, the conmandants general of the coast and 
| frontier departments, and any other military authority 
| whatsoever who may take a foreigner in the act of 
|invading our territory or promotirg civil war with 
larms in hand, shall be responsible fur the most exact 
fulfilment of this decree, and the penalty for non- 
‘compliance with it shall be loss of employment on 
| the part of the person responsible, 


ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANN: 
| 


Jose Mania Tornen, 
Secreiai y of Iiur and Marine. 

| [Orders of General Woll, referred to in the instrue- 

tions of Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Shannon on the 10th 

September, 1841.] 

Headquarters of the. Trniy of the « orth, 
Micr, June 20th, 1844. 

I, Adrian Woll, General of Brigade, Ke., make 

known, &c, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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1. The armistice agreed on with the department of 
Texas having expired, and the war being, in conse- 
quence recommenced against the inhabitants of tha Washington, September 17th, 1344. 
department, all communication with it ceases. Sir: The General in Chief has received instruc- 

2. Every individual, of whatsoever condition, who | tions, through the Department of State, from the 
may contravene the provisions of the preceding arti-| Executive, to hold the troops now between the Red 
cles, shall be regarded as a traitor, and shall receive | and Sabine rivers ready to march, in case of a requi- 
the punishment prescribed in article 45, title 10,/ sition being made by the United States Charge d’ 
treatise 8, of the articles ef war. Affaires residing near the Government of Texas, to 

3. Every individual who may be found at the dis-| such point within our limits or those of Texas, as the 
tanee of one league from the Jeft bank of the Rio! said Charge may designate, in order to restrain any 
Bravo will be regarded as a favorer and accomplice | hostile incursion on the part of the border Indians, as 
of the usurpers of that part of the national territory, | required by the provisions of existing treaties. 
and as a traitor to his country, and, after a summary 
military trial, shall receive the said punishment. as may be deemed necessary to put the greater part 

4. Every individual who may be comprehended | of the forces under your command, designated above, 
within the provisions of the preceding article, and| in march for the above purpose at short notice. 
may be rash enough to fly at the sight of any ishing Should the apprehended hostilities with the Indians 
belonging to the Supreme Government, shal! be pur-| alluded to break out, an officer. f rank, probably 
sued until taken or put to death. yourself, will be sent to command the United States 

5. In consideration of the situation of the towns of! forees placed in the field, and who will receive hence 
Lareda and Santa Rita de Ampudia, as we!! as of al! | further instructions for his government 
the farm houses beyond the Rio Bravo, in which re 
main all the interests of the inhabitants of the line 
committed to my charge, I have this day received Brigadier General Z, Taytor, 
from the Supreme Government orders to determine Conun'g Is Dep., Fort Jesup, Louisiana. 
the manner by which those interests are to be pro- bons 
tected; but, until the determination of the Supreme [Confidential.] 

Government be received, 1 warn al! those who are adjutant General’s Ofice, 

beyond limits here prescribed to bring them within Washington, September 17th, 1844. 
the line, or to abandon them, as those wlio disobey Sir: The Gencral-ii-Chief has received instrue- 
this order will infallibly suffer the punishment here | tions, through the Department of State, from the 


established. ADRIAN WOLL. | Executive, to hold the troops within your department, 


[Confidenttal.] 
Adjutant General’s Office, 





I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant. 
IL. THOMAS, Assistant Adjutant General, 





re }at Forts Towson and Washita, ready to march, in 
Mr. Catnoun to Mra. Donerson. | case of a requisition being made by the United States 


Department cf State, | Charge d? Alfaires residing near the Government of 
Washington, September 17th, 1844. | Texas, to such point within your limits or thore of 
Sir: Annexed hereto is a copy of a despatch re-| Texas as the Charge may designate, in order to re- 
cently forwarded to the late Charge de Affaires of the | strain any hostile incursion on the part of the border 
United States to Texas, which, should you acce;t! Indians, as required by the provisions of existing 
the appointment conferred on you by the President,’ treaties. ; P 
will be regarded as if directed to yourself. The|} Youwill please take such preliminary measures as 
package containing the original and other papers was| may be deemed necessary to put those troops in 


You will pleace to take such preliminary measures | 


——$———— em, 


dent will recommend the adoption of measures {, 


protect Texas effectually against the attacks of Me 
ico, pending the question of annexation. He i 
t 


these measures will prove satisfactory to the rover 
ment of ‘Texas, and that no serious invasion wil] a 
attempted, at least before the meeting of congress 

I enclose a copy of a despatch to our minist . 
Paris, which you may show to president Houston 
and the secretary of state. It will doubtless be sa 
tisfactory to them to learn that France is not dispos. 
ed, in any event, to take a hostile attitude in refer. 
ence to annexation. A despatch of a Subsequent 
date to the one to which the enclosed is an answe, 
gives a conversation between Mr. Guizot and oy, 
minister, equally satisfactory as that with the kin 
He stated, in reply to a question on the part of oy: 
minister, that France had not agrecd to unite wit, 
England in a protest against annexation. 

Tam happy to add, in conclusion, that the indies. 
tions of public sentiment are highly favorable to the 
cause of annexation, and that we may now look fop. 
ward with much confidence to the consummation of 
that great measuae at no distant period. | am, gj 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. CALHOUN, 

TirguMan A. Howarp, E-q., &e. 

MR. SHANNON TO MR CALTOUN.—[Extract | 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Mexico, October 28, 1844, 

Sin: Your despateh of the 10th of September last 
reached me onthe ]2th Instant, and, In compliance 
with your instructions, [ lost no time in addressing to 
the minister of foreign relations of this government 
a communication expressive of the views of the pres 
sident of the United States in relation to a renewal 
of the war on the part of Mexico against Texas, and 
to the manner in which it is proposed to be conduct. 
ed. Accompanying this cespatch, you will finda 
copy of the communication, marked No. 1. I have 
received no reply as yet this note, and cannot say 
when one may be expected. President Santa Anna 
is at his hacienda, near Jalapa, and until he can be 


er at 





tor +e aie Lis > : »TAne nc —S tf 4} = « . ¢ 4 } n ' . } ‘ rave . 
delivered to Lieutenant George Stevens, who, as a! march for the above p irpose at short notice. jheard from, no reply will be given. ‘he uncertainty 
ye y 1g hover -a2 Ine '. » > f lalivor jt rf } t } inelore heat Any . seats « . | ™ : } . ; o4 } 4 ' . 4 
special messenger, was instructed to deliver i into} It is understood that any requisition that may be | of the time when a reply will be received has deter- 
} | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ry , . * ' wt. 
the hands of the Charge, Gen. Howard. It is not} made upon Forts Towson and Washita will leave at | ! 1 heave 


hof Gen.! least one company at each of those posts, to guard | 
Howard, and the absence of any representa the same, 

United States at the seat of the government of Tex-| Should the apprehended hostilities with the Indians 
as, Lieutenant Stevens may return it to this D-part-| alluded to break out, an officer of rank will be sent 
ment. ‘To obviate the inconvenience which mizht! to command the United States forees placed in the 
arise from such a state of things, I forward herewith; field, and who will receive hence further instructions 
a copy of the despatch and accompanying papers. | for his government. 


improbable that, owing tothe untimely dea 





Since the date of the despatch to Mr. }ioward,! | lave the honor to be, sir, your obedient se rvatte| 
information has been received at this Departmen: L. THOMAS, 
through Major Butler, agent for the Cherokee [n-| Assistant elijutant Genvral. | 


dians, that Mexican emissaries or agents of the 
Mexican Government are employed in instigating 
the Indian tribes on our Southwestera fronticr to acts 
of hostility against our citizens and those of Texas | MR. CALHOUN TO MR. HOWARD. 

residing in their respective neighborhoods. ‘This,.f; Department ef Staie, Washington, Sept. 10, 1844. 
true, is in direct violation of the treaty of amity be-| Sia: Your despatch No. J, transimitied through 


Brigadier General M. Arsuck.Le. 
Commanding 2nd Dept., Fort Smith, Arkansas. 





tween the two countries, of the Sth of April, 1331, a| General ‘Tayler, enclosing a copy of your correspon 
printed copy of which [ herewith forward to you,| dence with the seeretary of state of the republic of 
valling your attention at the same time to its S3rd| Texas, has been laid before the president, who ha 
article. iyiven to it that deliberate consideration which its 


There seems to be but little doubt as to the cer- | portance Claims. 
rectness of the information communicated by Mejor} He at iction which you placed 
Butler; and the President instructs and authorizes! on the letter of Mr Nelson, acting secretary of state 
you, in case the Government of Texas should apply | ad interim, to Mir. Murphy, and ca mine to Mr. Van 
to you to fulfil the treaty obligations of the United | Zandt, im relation to the assurances to which the Tex- 
States to maintain peace and harmony among the} ansecretary of state refers in his letter to which yours 
several Indian nations who inhabit the lands adjacent! isa reply. But he instructs you to assure the go- 


to the lines and rivers which form the boundaries of | vernment of ‘Texas that he feels the full foree of the 
biigation of this government to protect Texas 


. 


the {wo countries, and to restrain by force all hostili 
lies and incursions on the partof the Indian nations! pending the question of annexation, against the at 
tacks which } 
examination, consider the rrounds sufficient to war-/ of her acceptance of wie propcsition of this govern. 
rant such apphieation, to make requisition on either; ment to open negotiations cn the subject of annexing 
i to the United States. 
Jesup, ‘Vowson, and Washita, for such | lepartment, he is prepared to use all 
their respective commands as may be deemed neces | its powers for that purpose; but the government of 
sary for the purpose, to be marched and stationed at! Texas is fully aware that they are circumscribed by 
such points es you may, on consultation with the | the constitution within narrow limits, which it would 
the object, either within the limits of the United] that he can do is to wake suitable representations to 
States it against the renewal of the 
within its limits-—it being understood that the objects | v ¢ 
he fulfilment of Our treaty stipula-| vage manner in which it is proposed to conduct it, 


living within our doundaries; and if you shou!d, upon | Mexico may make on her in consequence 
or afl of the commandants of the forces at Forts! Texas ; As far as it relates to 
portions ol) the executive Cd 
) 
} 
Texan authorities, deem best adapted to seeure the | sot be possible for the president to transcend. All 
— ‘ ah ! . 
, or, if requested by the Governmentof Texas,| the Mexican governme: 
5 } . \ 4° : : 

| war pending the question of annexation, and the sa 

are iimited to the 


lions. 'accompanied by appropriate protests and indications 
I herewith enclose copies of the orders which have} of the feelings with which he regards both, and to 

been issued by the proper Department to the several! recommend to congress to adopt measures to repel 

officers iu command at the respective posts to comp!) | iy uttack which may be made. 

with your requisition. You wall take eare,inmeking! In execution of the first, a communication (a copy 


the requisitions, to have a sufficient force at the re-|of which § enclosed) has been addressed to cur 
spective stations lu protect them and the public pro-| minister at Mexico, and forwarded to him by a special 
perty against the dangers to which, in your judgment, | messenger, wich, ii is to be Loped, will not without 
they may be exposed. effect in arresting her hostile movements. You will 
J am, sir, with high respect, vour obedient servant. | give a copy of it to the Texian government; and you 
son, Evq., &2. J.C. CALTIOUN, [sill aseure it that, when congress meets, the presis | 


A. J. Doxenson, B'q.,&s. . 








mined me to delay this despatch no longer. 
the horo: to be your obedient servatt. 
: WILSON SHANNON, 

IIon. Joun C. Catuoun, Secretary of State. 

4. SHANNON TO MR. REJON. 
Legation of the United States of America 
JUexico, October 14, 1844. 

The undersigned, envey extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States of America, has 
the lionor to inform his excellency M. C. Rejon, 
minister of foreign relations ai.d government of the 
repub‘ic of Mexico, that the president of the United 
States has learned with deep regret that the Mexican 
government has announced its determination to re- 
new the war against the Republic of Texas, andis 
new engaged in extensive preparati ns with a view 
to an early invasion of its territory, and instructs the 
undersigned to protest, in the most solemn form, 
both against the invasion at this time and the manner 
it] prop 32d to be conducted. 

The orders of the commander of the army of the 
north, general Woll, issued on the 20th of June last, 
and t.e decree of the provisional president of Mexico 
of the 17th of June, i843, leave no doubt as to the 
manner in which the wor isto be conducted. The 
decree makes the generals ia-chief of division of 
the army, and the commandant genera!s of the coast 
and frentier, respousible for its exact fulfilment. It 
was under this responsibility, it would seem, that 
gen. Woll, to whom the Texian frontier was assign 
ed, issued his ord:r of the 20th of June. Aijler 
announcing that the war was renewed against Texas, 
that all commucications with it must cease, and that 
every individual, of whatever cendition, who may 
have communication with it shali be regurded asa 
traitor, and as such punished according to the articles 
of war, it states that every individual who may be 
found one league from the left bank of the Rio Bravo 
will be regarded as a favorer and accomplice of the 
usurpers of that part of the national territory, and as 
a traitor to Mexice, and, afier a summary military 
trial, shall be punished accordingly. It also states 
thal every individual who may be embraced in 06 
foregoing, and who may be rash enough to fly al the 
sight of any force Lelonging to the supreme govern; 
ment, shall be pursued uatil taken or put to dealh. 

In what spirit the decree of the 17th of June, 
which the order is intended to fulfil, is to be execul 
ed, the fate of the party under general Senimanat at 
Tabasco affords an illustraticn. Under it they were 
arrested and executed, without hesring or trial, 
against the express provision of tie constitution ane 
the sanctity of treaties, which s¢g¢ in vain ivoHes 
for their protection. 
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eace against the subjects of foreign powers, some leave. He regards Texas, in every respect, as in- 
‘nt conception may be formed of the barbarous | dependent as Mexico, and as competent to transfer 
ae human spirit in which the order of General the whole or part of her territory as she is to frans- 
woll may be expected to be executed against the | fer the whole or part of hers. Not to insist on the 
‘habitants of Texas, and all w ho may in any way | unquestionable right of Texas to be regarded and 
vd theit cause, or even have communication with | treated in all respects as an independent power, on 
h m. It wasundera decree of a similar charac- | the ground that she has successfully resisted Mexico 
a iceued on the 30th of October, 1835, but not so /and preserved her independence for nine years, and 
mprehensive or barbarous in its provisions, that has been recognized by other powers as independent, 
ys vee cutie of Fannin and his party was ordered in| it is only necessary to recur to the constitution of 
» tarrael invasion. ‘This decree was limited to fo- 1824 to show that she is perfectly entitled to be so re- 
reigners who should land at any port of Mexico, or garded and treated. Under that constitution, she, 
arrive by land, and having hostile intentions, or who with Coahuila, formed a separate pees constituting 
should introduce arms or munitions of war to be one member of the federation of Mexican states, 
ysed at any place in rebellion, or placed in the nands | with a right secured to Texas by the coustitution to 
of its enemies. Highly objectionable as were its | form a seperate state as soon ¢s her population would 
provisions, ihe order of General Woll, intended to warrant it. . a 
carry out that of June, 1843, goes far beyond it. It) Phe several states of the federation were equal in 
embraces every individual who may be found east | righis and equally independent of each other, and re- 
of a line drawn three miles east of the Rio Bravo, | mained so until 1835, when the constitution was sub- 
without distinction of age or sex, foreigners or citi- | verted by the army, and all the states which dared to 
zens, condition or vocation, all, of every descrip- | resist were subjugated and consolidated into one by 
tion, are to be treated as traitors. It proclaims, in | foree, except exas. She stood up bravely in de- 
short, a war of extermination; all are to be destroy- | fence of her rights and independence, and successfully 
ed or driven out, and Texas left a desolate waste. asserted them on the battle ground of San Jacinto in 
Such is the barborous mode in which the govern- | 1836, and bas ever since mainiained them. The con- 
ment of Mexico has proclaimed to the world it is her istitution, then, of 1324 made her independent, an 
intention to conduct the war. And here the inquiry | her valor and her sword have since maintained her 





naturally arises, what is her object in renewing at so. 


| 


“~ 
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If the decree itself was thus enforced in time of | tation, without consulting Mexico, or asking her |there are lawless intruders and usurpers, without! 


political existence, who may be rightfully treated °° 
a gang of pirates and outcasts from society, and, “ 
such, not entitled to the protection of the laws of n*” 
tions or humanity. In this assumption the govern- 
ment of Mexico chstinately persists, m spite of the 
well known fact, universally admitied by all except 
itself, that the colonists who settled Texas, instead 
of being intruders and usurpers, were invited to set. 
tle there, first under a grant by the Spanish authority 
to Moses Austin, which was afterwards confirmed by 
the Mexican authority, and afterwards by similar 
grants from the state of Coahuila and Texas, which 
it is authorized to make by the constitution of 1824, 
They came there, then, as invited cuests—not invited 
for their own interests, but for those of Spain and 
Mexico—in order to protect a weak and helpless 
province from wandering tribes of Indians; to im- 


| prove, cultivate, and render productive, wild and al- 


most uninhabited wastes, and to make that valuable 
which was before worthless. All this they effected 
at great cost and much danger and difficulty, which 


» 


nothing but American energy, industry, and perse- 
verance could have overcome, not only unaided by 
Mexico, but in despite cf the impediments caused 
by her interference. 

Instead then of a lawless band of adventurers, as 
they are assumed to be by the government of Mexico 
these invited colonists became in a few vears con. 





i 
| She has been acknowledged to be so by three of 
this time a war to be thus conducted, which has | the leading powers of Christendom, and is regarded 
been virtually suspended for eight years, and when | by all as such, except by Mexico herself. fSue nei- 
her resources are known to be so exhausted as to, ther now stands nor ever has stood, in relation to 
leave her without the means of fulfilling her engage- | Mexico, as a rebellious province or department 
ments? But one object can be assigned, and that is, struggling to cbtain indepen lence after throwing off 
to defeat the annexation of Texas to the United , her yoke, much less as a band of lawless intruders 
States. She knows full well thatthe measure is still and usurpers, without government or political CXis- 
pending, and that the rejection of the treaty has but tence as Mexico wouid have the world to believe. On 
postponed it. She knows that when congress ad- the contrary, the true relation between them is that 
journed it was pending in both houses, ready to be of having been independent members of what once 
taken up and acted upon at its next mecting, and; was a fcceral government, but now subverted by 
that it is at present actively canvassed hy the people , force—the wei ker of which has succes: fally resisted, 
throughout thu Union. She is not ignorant that the | against fearful cdds, the attempts of the stronger to 
decision will, m all probability, be in its favor, un- | conquer and subject her to its power. It is in that 
less it should be cefeated by some movementexterior | light the United States regard her, and in that they 
to the United States. The projected .invasion of , had the right to invite her to renew the | ‘oposition 
Texas by Mexico at this time is that movement, and for annexation, and to treat with Ler for adinission 
is intended to effect it, cither by conquering and sub- |into the Union, without giving any ju 


a 
‘ ‘ 
L e 

; Ae | - , atine any ohlics n hw treaty or 
lugating Texas to her power, or hy iorcing her to! Mexico, O! violating any oongauon, BY treaty Ol 


ovence to 
withdraw her preposition for annexation and to form oti erwise, between us and her. 
other connexions less acceptable to her. 
The United States cannot, while the measure of safety, permit annexation to be defeated by an inva. 
annexation is pending, stand qnietly by and permit sion of Texas while the question is pending. I 
either of these results. It has been a measure of po- | Mexico has thought proper to take offence, it is the 
licy long cherished, and deemed indispensable to | United States, who invited a renewal of the proposi- 
iheir safety and welfare, and has accordingly been tion, end not Texas, who accepted the invitation, 
an cbject steadily pursued by all parties, and the ac- | ho should be held responsible; and we as the re- 
quisition of the territory made the subject of negoti- | epons.ble party, cannot, without implicating our ho- 
ation by almost every administration for the Jast|nor, permit another to suffer in our place. Inter. 
This policy may be traced to the be-| taining these viewe, our honor and interests being 
lief, generally entertained, that Texas was embraced | both invelved, Mexico will make a great mistake if 
in the cession of Louisiana by France to the United | she supposes that the president can regard with in- 
States in 1803, and was improperly surrendered by | difference the renewal of the war which she has pro 
the treaty of Florida in 1819, connected with the fact | claimed against Texas. 
thata Jarge portion of the Mississippi, and is indis- | But another and still more elevated consideration 
pensable to the defence of a distant and important| would forbid him to regard the invasion with indiller- 
frontier. The hazard of a conflict of policy npon;ence. Strong as the objec 
important points, between the United States and one } connexion with existing circumstances, those to the 
of the leading European powers, since the recogni- | manner in which it is prock imed it will be conducted 
lion of ‘Texas, has rendered the acquisition still more | are stil more so. If honor and interest forbid a tame 


tie 
essential to their safety and welfare, and, according | acqniescence in the renewal of the war, the voice of 


twen{ y years. 


clions to it of itself are, in 


ly, has increased in proportion the necessity of ac- | humanity cries aloud against the proposed mode of 
qQuving if. Ac ling uncer the conviction of this ne- | conducting it. All the world have an interest that 

, . : 1 oe) , - a en ee eae ee a oe 
cessity, and the impression that the measure would | the rules and usages of war, as established between 


be permanently defeated by a longer postponement, | civilized nations, in nicdern times, should be respcc- 
the president of the United States invited Texas to; ted, and are in duty bound to resist their viojaiion, 
renew the proposition for annexation. It was ac-| in order to preserve them. in this case that duly is 
Cepled by her, as has been stated—is still pending; | pre-eminenily ours; we are neighbors, the nearest to 
aud here the question again recurs, shall the United | the scenes of the proposed atrocities; the mest com- 
States quietly stand by, on the eve of its consumma-| petent to judge, from proximity; and for the same 
ion, and permit the measure to be defeated by an| reason enabled more readily to interpose. lor the 
lvasion by Mexico; and shall they suffer Texas, for| same reason, also, our sympathies would be mor 
iaving accepted an invitation to join them, and con-| deeply roused by the scenes of misery which would 
summate a measure alike essential to her and their | present themselves on all sides, not lo mention the 
permanent peace, welfare, and safety, to be desolat-| dangers to which we must be exposed in consequence 
ed, her inhabitants to be butchered er driven out; or, | of an invasion, so conducted, near a distant and weak 
order to avert so great a calamity, to be forced | frontier, with numerous and powerful bands of Indi- 
against her will into other alliances, which would | ans in its vicinity. 

terminate in producing fasting hostilities between her If anythiwg can add to these sirong objections k 
and them, to the permanent danger of both? the manner in which it is proclaimed the war will 
_ The president bus fully and deliberately examined | be waged, it is the fiction regardless of the semblance 
the subject, and has come to the conclusion that honor | of reality, to which the government of Mexico has 
and humanity, as well as the safety and welfare of the | resorted as a pretext for the decree of the 17th of 
United States, forbid it; and he woutd accordingly be | June, 1843, and the order of General Woll, of the 
Compelled to regard the invasion of Texas by Mexi- | 2Uth of June last. Finding nothing in the conduct 
CO, while the question of annexation is pending, as | olf the government or peopie of Texas to justify their 
highly offensive to the United States. He entertains | barbarous character and palpable violation of the 
Ho doubt that they had the right to invite her to re-| laws of the nations and humanity, it has assumed, in 
hew the proposition for annexation; and that she, as| wording them, that there is au such government or 


an independent state, had a right to accept the igyi | community ap ‘Texas; that the individuals to be found 





Nor will our honor, any more than our welfare and | 


stituent nortions of one of the members of the Mexi- 
'can federation, and since their separation have es- 
ifablished wise and free institutions, under the in- 
fluence of which they have enjoyed peace and se- 
curity, whiie their energy and industry, protected 
by equal laws. have widely extended the limits of 
‘cultivation and improvement. Itis such a pecple, 
living under such institutions, successfully resisting 

ivom the period of their separation nine 


all attacks 
| years ago, and who have been recognized and admit- 
| ted into the family of nations, that Mexico has un- 
idertaken to regard as a lawless banditti, and against 
whom, as such, she has proclaimed a war of exter- 
|mination, forgetful of their exalted and generous 
iIhumanity in refusing to exercise the just rights of 
iretahation, when ina former invasion, victory plac- 
jed in their hands the most ample means of doing so. 
|The government of Mexico may delude ttself by its 
| fictions, but it eannot delude the rest of the world. Tt 
will be held resp What it may choose 


| ible, not by 
jto regard as facts, but by what are in reality such, 
| 


and known and acknowledged so to be by all save 
itself, 
Such are the views entertained by the president of 


ig } ct 


{he United states in regard to the proposed invasion 


while the question of annexation is pending, and of 
| “See: oe ae 1h) = ' 7 ie eae 

ithe barbarous and bloody manner in whieh ts is pro 
claimed it will be conducted; and, in conformity to 
tie undersigned hereby solemnly 


inst both, as highly injurious and offen- 
AE Ge 
\ 





Se ‘ San ti ame 
His ims ruUcrions., 


ersigned, while making this protest and 
declaration, has been instructed at the same time to 
| repeat to lis excellency the minister of fureign rela- 
; LIONS and rovernny nt ol Mexico, what was hereto- 
| fore communicated to him by the charge d’affairs of 
ithe United Siates, | , 


» | 
{the weary, ilat 


. fy Yr) — q . j 
*, Ih announcing the conclusion of 
ie measure was adupted in no spirit 


» CO, 3Ud0 tat li annex 


t " 
ol lios bial ion should 
be consummated, the United States will be prepared 

; crow Ol it, inciud- 
em i 


i Yr | ¢ 1 miseiore > , t lib 
Pp that oO} UCUNGATY, Git Lie Tas, woecral LCliyis. 
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The undersizned ils himself thes ones ' 
f it NGeVsiZneG avalis OHimseit Ol this occasion to 
. aw { Ls }! . \41 : : Pd 
jrenew to ais exceleney Mt. C. Rejon, minister of 


foreign relations aid go 
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CrMMEnt ¢ { the republic of 


inguished conside- 


* 
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minister of foreign relations &c. 
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Pest efjice cepa ent, Zola cVYov. 134-4. 
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lo the L°v¢ dhs OF Gil Uildied s lales: 


Sin: It willbe gratifying to you and no doubt 


“ 





to ihe countiy, to be informed, as preliminary to a 
lelailed re port the operations of this department 
during the past year, and of its present condition, 
for the time it has been under the superinten- 


‘ 
c 


tt ‘ 
tiba 
di 


n° 6 rate, sce rent > 
yout administration, its current CXPCUSES have veen 


met by its current revenue, and the amount of ser- 
vice Is now greater than at the commencement of the 
year 1841. 

A further extension of the usefulness of the dc- 
}partment, would ave been made, but for embarrasce 
| menis and dilliculiies it had to cucounter by the ope- 

ratious ul private mails established upon the leading 
lines of post roads connecting the important com- 
mercial citics and towns of the United States. 
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The total transportation of the mail by horse, and 
in stages, railroads, and steamboats, for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1844, supplying 14.103 post 
offices, at a cost of $2,938,551, was 35,409,624 iniles, 
exceeding the transportation for the year 1841 by 
413,100 miles. 

The income of the department for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1844, was as follows: 

Letter postage $3,676,161 53 
Newspaper postage 549,743 83 
Fines 135 00 
Miscellaneous receipts 11,245 47 





Total revenue reported $4,237,285 83 

The total amount of expenditure settled and paid 
for the same period is $4,296 867 70. 

The year which has passed has been distinguished 
in many portions of the country, particularly in the 
south and west, by extensive rains and floods, inter- 
posing obstructions to the regular transit of the 
mails, which it was impossible for the most vigilant 
apd enterprising contractors tu overcome. With ex- 
ceptions of this kind, the service has been generally 
well performed by contractors. 

‘The revenue collected by postmasters, with very 


few exceptions, have been promptly paid and ac- | 


counted for, and it is worthy of remark, that of the 
$17,488,087 18 collected by postmasters within the 
Jast four years, no material Joss has been, or will be, 
sustained by the government. 


Contractors, and all others having legal claims | 
upon the department, have been, during the same | 


period, promptly paid. . 

It gives me pleasure to say of the disbursing agent 
of this department, that he has discharged his trust 
with a commendable fidelity. The whole amount of 
appropriations, for the last four years, which bave 
been disbursed by him, is $404,852 68. His accounts 


have been regularly settled at the treasury, up to the | 


30th September, 1344, and every dollar Jegally and 
properly accounted for. 

The various duties of the assistants and clerks of 
the department have been well and eflicienty per- 
formed. 

‘The report of the first assistant postmaster gene- 
ral, of the extentand nature of the service for the 
last eight years, with costs of transportation, accom- 
panies this report. I refer to this report as contain- 
ing valuable statistical information ol the amount of 
capital employed in the transportation of the mail. 
It will also be seen by the same report, that at the 
recent lettings of the middle section, without any 
injurious alteration of the service, the sum $91,471 
has been saved compared with the amount paid un- 
der the former contracts. 

The number of cases of mail depredations report- 
ed to the department, for the three vears preceding 
the 12th October, 1844, is nineteen huncred and 
thirty-four. 
Amount of money recovered, or loss satisfactorily 
ascertained, $304,242. One hundred mail depreda- 
tors iave been arrested and tried, during the same 
period. 

J] am warranted in the expression of the opinion, 
that ihe number of mail depredations has been di- 
minishing within the last few years, and greater se- 
curity, by greater vigilance, has increased public 
coufivetice in this mode of transmitting money from 
one poruion of the country to the other. 

From the above facts it may be inferred that the 
special agents of the department have not been alto- 
geiher unmindful of their duty. It is not alone to 
silent investigations into cases of losses by mail that 
their Jabors have been confined. They are charged 
with a general out-door superintendence of the ser- 


vice and the preservation of the public property of | 


the department. ‘The necessity and importance of 


such supervision, and the advantage of a strict sys- | 
| war with a prudent and discreet reform in the rates) 


tem of responsibility may, in some degree, be known 
from the value and amount expended annually for a 


portion of this public property. ‘Take, for instance e, | 
the item of mail bags. ‘The amount expended for this | 
purpose, for the four years, including the amount of | 


accounts suspended prior to the first of July 1840, 
which amount of suspended accounts was paid in 
1841 and 1842, was $216 889. 
expended for the four years preceding the Ist of 
July, 1844, is $70,558 40. 

The members of the convention who framed the 
constitution of the United States felt the necessity 
that the power to establish post offices and post roads, 
and to conduct the operations of the mail, was one 
which, to be useful and commensurate with the 
wants of our extended country and diversified inter- 
ests, must be exclusively vested ip the congress of 
the United States, whose legislative functions and 
supervision would pervade the whole sphere ct the 
operations of thal power, The expense oi the sys- 
tem must be sustamed by the same power which 
created and controls it. 


Amount of alleged loss, $462,135.—_ 


‘The amount actually | 
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For reasons obvious to those who founded the post 
office system of the United States, the principle that 
it must sustain itself by its own operations, was en- 
grafted into the first, and has been adhered to in 
,every subsequent act of legislation concerning the 
department. Whilst it has ever been required to 
sustain its own expenses, unlike the system in some 
other countries, it has not been regarded as a source 
of revenue to the general treasury. 


that those who used the post office department for 
private or individual purposes or benefits, should de- 
fray the expenses of transporting and delivering 
their letters. ‘That, as it had to be sustained by a 
tax of some sort, the mode of collecting that tax by 
postage on letters, &c. being voluntary, was deemed 


the community. 


It was thought, in the infancy of our republic, that 
it was unwise, if not unjust, that these who did not 
‘use the post office, should be directly taxed for the 
benefit of those who did. Hence they imposed such 
a tariff of postage as, in their judgment, would best 
attain the great object of sustaining the department 
at the least practicable amount. 

| The wisdom and justice of this rule are not over- 





‘turned by the fact, that the mode of collecting the | 


-revenue has been chunged from a System of direct 
taxation and exrcise to the imposition of a revenue 
‘tax upon imports. 

If the department is to be continued under the 
‘control of the general government, as it should, I 
cannot imagine any mode by which its expenses can 
be met, more equitable, more just, than by the col- 
lection of as much postage, and no more, upon the 
matter which passes through the mail, as will be 
‘equal to the demands of the service. 


been compelled to rely upon its own energies and 
, resources, that its great and rapid extension and use- 
fulness are mainly to be attributed. 

| The head of this department, feeling his responsi- 


bility to the public, would not permit the service to, 


expand without a correspondent increase in its re- 
ceipts, which would, at the same time, furnish evi- 
cence of extended usefulness. His responsibility to 


the government, and a just regard for his own repu- | 


tation, would admonish him so to regulate the ser- 
vice, that, while it gave the greatest possible benefits 
to the country, it should produce an amount of reve- 
nue equal to its wants. 


| If the department, in accordanee with the view of 
some, recently promulgated, should be made an an- 
/nual charge upon the general treasury, and its head 
required to disburse the amount apprupriated, from 
year to year, relying upon congress to appropriate 
whatever sum the real or imaginary wants of the 
community might demand, it may be well questicned 
| whether much of that vigilance so necessary to su- 
/perintend a department, complicated and extended 


as this is, would not be lost in the simple routine of | 


‘duty im expending whatever congress may have ap- 
'propriated, no matter whether usefully or not, so that 
| the expenditure may be properly vouched. 


| The very nature of the operations of this depart- | 


ment, if its uncertain demands are to be met by an- 
nual appropriations from the treasury, would gene- 
'rate abuse and extravagance both in the appropriat- 
ing and disbursing power. ‘The limit of appropria- 


‘tion would be regulated alone by the imaginary wants | 
‘jin the various sections of the Union, each section | 


vieing with the other to obtain the greatest possible 
‘amount to be expended within its limits. 

| Upoa the most mature and deliberate reflection, I 
am satisfied it would be unwise to abandon the prin- 
ciple of requiring the department to sustain its own 
expenses. An adherence to this principle is not at 


‘of postage. 

Public opinion seems to demand a reduction In the 
rates of letter postage. But so faras | have been 
enabled to understand that public opinion, it is based 
‘upon the necessity and propriety of adhering to this 
vital principle, and sustained by the argument that 
a reduction of postage would be followed by an in- 
crease of mail matter, producing an amount suffi 
cient to sustain the department in all of its legiti- 
mate expenditures. 

[am sustained in the expression of this opinion, 
‘not only from the ordinary channels of public infor- 
}mation, but by the judgment of the very intelligent 
‘and highly reapectable chamber of commerce ol the 
city of New York, as expressed in their letter to the 
| department, a copy of which and the reply to it ac- 
| gompanies this report. 

ln the views which I have heretofore expressed 
upon the subject of the reduction of postage, and 
particularly in my veport to the senate bn the Sih of 
i January, 1343, recommending a reduction to the two 


— a 





Our predecessors seemed to have adopted the rule 


most equal, and has heretofore proved acceptable to; 


It is to the fact that the post office department has | 


te 
~ scalpebmeting te 


eg in 
rates of five and ten cents upon the conditions these. 
in stated, I have abstained from recommending i 
adoption of the posta! arrangements now in operation 
in England, because | was satisfied that system would 
not yield the amount of revenue necessary for th 
service of the department, and in many of its fea, 
tures it was unsuited to the United States. j 

Prior to the reduction of postage in England the 
post office department yielded a revenue to the 
crown, over and above its whole expenses, of about 
$7,000,000. It was just if not wise policy in {he 
English government to release this amount of net 
revenue from postage, operating as a severe tax on 
the correspondence of the country, if its exchequer 
could sustain it, or the subject was willing to haye 
that exchequer replenished by the substitution of 
other taxes, such as excise upon paper, &c. 

The mode of managing and eonducting the post 
offices in the kingdom of Great Britain, is not onl 
different from, but much less expensive than, that jp 
ithe United States. 

In England, the postmaster and his clerks, if any 
are paid an annual salary or stipend. In this couritry, 
|postmasters and their clerks are paid bya commis. 
sion on the amount of postage colleeted. 

Post offices in England are managed by postmas. 
ters who eonsider themselves amply compensated by 
‘Salaries much less in amount than would command 
the serviees of competent postmasters in the United 
States. 

If the same mode and ratio of compensating post. 
masters were adopted in England which has been 
| adopted in the United States, it might be well ques- 
tioned whether the amount of post office revenue in 
England would equal the expenses of the service, 
Jam convinced upon a more thorough examina. 
| tion into the habits, condition, and business of the 
people of the two countries—the circumscribed |i. 








/mits and dense population of the one—the extensive 
boundaries and sparse population of the other—that 
nothing like the same ratio of increase of the corres- 
‘pondence in this country would foilow the like re- 
duction of postage as has taken place in England, 

Et may be asked, what is the nature and character 


‘of the reduction of postage which it is deemed by 


the department prudent and safe at this time to be 
adopted? 

| The answer to this inquiry will depend mainly up. 
on the faet how congress will settle the question now 
mooted, as to the best mode of defraying the expen- 
ses of the department. Shall it, as heretofore, be 
‘required to sustain itself, or shall it be thrown as an 
annual charge upon the treasury? 

| If the department is to be left to lean on its own 
resources, | am prepared to recommend a reduction 
of letter postage to five and ten cents the single let- 
, ter, as heretofore recommended by me in a report to 
| the senate of the United States on the 5th of Janua: 
ry, 1843, upon the terms and conditions indicated in 
that report to which I respectfully ask leave to refer 
you. 

| In previous reports, I have had the honor to ex- 
‘press to the president of the United States, and 
\through him to congrees, the opinion it was unjust 
\that the whole expense of transporting the public 
correspondence of the government should be charg- 
“ed upon the business and friendly letters of the cili- 
zen: also to urge the necessity of repealing or modi- 
fying the franking privilege. These opinions remain 
unchanged. 

I also suggested the mode by which the govern- 
ment should compensate the department for the 
_ transmission and delivery of its public correspondence 
and the franked letters of its public functionaries.— 
| That mode was the assumption, by the government, 
|of the amount paid by the department for railroad 
transportation, either by the purchase of the right, 
| permanently, or by annual appropriations. . 
This portion of expenditure for transportation 
| being fixed, or nearly so, and not of a character to 
be unnecessarily increased under the influences of 
local feelings or jealousy, not unfrequently invoked 
‘in legislation on subjects affecting local interests, 
would not greatly exceed, if at all, in the course of 
time, the amount of postage which should be charg- 
ed upon the government and legally franked letters 
of public officers. 

By existing laws, all railroads, when completed, 
are declared to be mail routes, and are, from neces- 
sity, adopted by the department as the means of 
transporting the mail. There is no danger that they 
will be unnecessarily multipled by congress, as is too 
often the case of ordinary mail routes. 

It was thought then, by the undersigned, that 4 
sound public policy dictated the propriety of making 
permanent contracts with such of the ratlroads as 
the government was obliged toemploy. It is only in 
this mode that the department can ever hope to con- 
trol the hours of departure and arrival of the cars 
from and to given points, withoul which power 5 
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ee . . 
utterly impracticable at all times to give a continu- 
ous and regular transit of the public mail. 
The reasons which prompted that recommendation, 
independent of the question of reduction of postage 
with which it was connected, have been strengthened 
by subsequent experience In making and executing 
and performing contracts for transporting the mail 
with railroad companies. ye 
The amount now paid for railroad transportation 
and transportation by steamboats forming essential 
connecting links in railroad lines is $750,569 per an- 
nif congress will relieve the department from the 
ayment of this amount, either by permanent con- 
tracts with the companies, or by annual appropria- 
tion from the treasury as a consideration for trans- 
orting the public correspondence of the govern. 
ment, &c.—protect the department against the abus- 
es of the franking privilege, and the inroads upon 
its revenue by private expresses or posts, the rates of 
ostage may safely be reduced to five and ten cents, 
which rates will yield a sufficient revenue to defray the 
remaining expenses of the department, and allow its 
gradual extension as the demands of the community 
may require. — ’ . 
Jf, upon a fair experiment, based on the reduction | 
proposed, it was ascertained a further reduction 
could be made, and produce a revenue equal to the 
wants of the service, that reduction could hereafter 
be ordered by congress. 
Itis believed the mode here proposed, by which 
the government shall contribute its fair proportion of 





question. 





the expenses of the department, is preferable to that | 
which has been elsewhere suggested, viz: of requir- | 
ing accounts to be kept with each department, and | 
the postage to be paid out of their contingent fund. 
It is more simple, less complex, and possesses the| 
advantage of certainty, by which the department, at} 
all tines, will be enabled to regulate its engagements | 
for the remainder of the service in each year. 

The only evil likely to follow from a reduction of | 
the postage on the terms proposed, (particularly if 
the franking privilege be taken from deputy post-| 
masters) which at present occurs tu me, and which | 
Jthink it my duty to state, will be the difficulty of! 
obtaining competent men to discharge the duties of | 
postmasters in the smaller post offices, which, though 
not productive in themselves, are useful to the coun- | 
try, and cannot be well dispensed with. | 

Whether it shall be the pleasure of congress to re- 
duce the rates of postage or to permit them to remain 
asthey now are, it isa duty which I cannot omit, | 
again to recommend further legislation by congress, | 
inorder to protect the department in the exercise of 
its legitimate functions, A spirit, generated by the 
condition of the country, at war with the observance | 
of existing iaws, has defined the power of the gene | 
ral government over the subject of post offices and 
post roads. 


The laws heretofore enacted to restrain the esta- | 
blishment of private mails or posts, have been found, 
inadequate to deter the lawless and irresponsible | 
from openly or covertly embarking in the business of | 
transporting letters over and upon mail routes. 

The extent of loss to the revenue of the depart- 
ment arising from this cause alone, cannot be accu- 
rately dated. An estimate of the amount approxi- 
mating to probable certainty, may be made by refe-| 
rence to the great reduction of the income of those | 
ollices upon, and udjacent to, the lines of railroad | 
connecting the important commercial cities and | 
lowns of the United States. | 

Prosecutions have been instituted against many of 
these violators of existing law. In some of the 
courts of the United States, they have been discharg- 
ed by the judges, mainly upon the ground assumed 
in the opinion of the court, that the evidence did not 
bring the offence charged, within the provisions of 
te acts of congress, or that the law itself did mot 
Prohibit the transportation of mail matter over mail | 
Toutes by individuals, in the mode which these de- 
Predators have adupted. 

The district courts of Maryland and Pennsylvania 
Pronounced judgment against such of the offenders 
a have been tried before them. The penalty of fifty 
dollars imposed for the offence, is too small, if the 
defendants were in a situation to have it enforced, to 
deter them from prosecuting successfully their ille- 
Sal business. : F 

none of the cases recently tried in the district 
“ourt for Pennsylvania, the question of the constitu- 
lionality of the laws of congress prohibiting the ci- 
zen from establishing a private post, &c., was di- 
rectly raised by the counsel for the accused, and the 
ov power of congress over the subject of post 
ruled _ post roads denied. The point was over- 
by the intelligent judge who presided. The 





a | understand, is to be taken to the supreme 
ai Nevertheless the party convicted still conti- 
$ 





1is business very extensively, in some places 


openly, in others covertly, upon the leading post 


routes. 

I will not, in this report, undertake to discuss this 
On a former occasion I ventured to 
obtrude upon you a condensed argument on this sub- 


ject, the object of which was to prove that the fra- 


mers of the constitution, when they granted to con- 


gress the power to establish post offices and post 


roads, did not leave, or intend to leave, the power to 


be exercised either by the states or the people. 


The very nature of the power granted—the ob- 


jects to be attained by its exercise—would indicate 
clearly, if the language were equivocal, that it must 


be exclusive. The duties required to be performed 


cannot well be performed by any other power than 


that which pro hac vice, pervades the whole sphere 
of the post office operations. 

It will not do for congress to await the decision of 
the supreme court upon this question—a question 
which has been regarded as settled, not only by judi- 
cial decisions, but the legislation of the country, and 
acquiesed in by the states and the people for near a 
half century. A power of punishment and restraint 
e flicient to maintain the supremacy of the laws of 
the land, and suited tothe present condition of affairs, 
should at once be vested in the judiciary depart- 
ment. 

I cannot concur in the opinion I have heard often 


expressed, that the only remedy for this evil is a 


reduction of postage. ‘There is no rate of reduction 
which prudent legislation can, at this time, make, 


that will prevent successful competition in the busi-| 


ness of carrying letters, by individuals, over post 


roads. If we take the system as a whole, the go-) 
vernment has conveyed, and wii! convey letters, as | 
| cheap as it can be done by individuals. 


vate mails are permitted to occupy the most produc- 


tive routes, it is conceded that individuals can trans-| 
port jetters cheaper on these routes than the depart. 


ment. 

No rate of revenue upon imported merchandize, 
however low, will prevent smuggling, if the penal 
sanctions of the law against it be repealed. 

Without further legislation by congress upon this 
subject, it is idle to expect the department to sustain 
itself at any rate of postage. ‘he failure to pass 
some act amendatory of the existing laws, at the last 
session, quadrupled the number of private mails then 


| in operation. Prompt and efficient legislation on this 
subject is demanded by every consideration of pub- 


lic policy. 

The nature of the service and amount of costs of 
portions of the steamboat mail service, particularly 
between New Orleans and Mobile and Charleston 
and Wilmington, have fully impressed my mind that 
it would be sound policy, both in a national and eco- 
nomical point of view, for the government to autho- 
rize the construction of steamboats suited to this 
service, to be employed as mail steamers in time of 
peace, and so constructed that they could, in time of 
war, be converted into a portion of the marine de- 
fence of our bays and harbors. 

The policy of employing such vessels in the mail 
service of other governments has been adopted.— 
May it not be the part of wisdom to profit by their 
example? 

Under existing Jaws, the postmaster general is 
not authorized to contract for transporting the mail 
on the high seas, or beyond the limits of the United 
States. ‘The necessity and public utility of a regu- 
lar mail between this country and Cuba, and other 
foreign ports, must be apparent to all; and such mail 
would have been put in operation by me long since, 
if the power to do so existed. | respectfully suggest 
the power to contract for the transportation of mails 
to foreign ports be authorized, and the rates of po:t- 
age fixed by law. 

This policy will be more obvious, if we take into 
consideration the amount of postage paid for letters 
which now pass to and from the United States in 
foreign vessels. The number of letters which are 
transported in the Cunard line of steamers alone, 
between Boston and Liverpool, 1s about 60,000 per 
month, charged with a postage of $15,000, equal to 
$180,000 per annum, the greater part of which is a 
tax upon American citizens and American com- 
merce. 
be paid to American citizens, thereby encouraging 
and sustaining American enterprize and the Ameri- 
can commercial marine, than the marine of any fo- 
reign power? 

Such a power at this time is peculiarly desirable, 
should the enterprise, now in contemplation, of es- 
tablishing a line of American steamers between the 


United States and Liverpool and Havre be consum- | 


mated. 

Congress, at the last session, passed a resolutien 
authorizing the postmaster general to enter into re 
gulations with certain governments for the inter- 
change of mail matter and the pre-payment of post- 


- 


age on letters to and from the respective countries: 
Not having the means appropriated which would 
enable me to send an agent to Europe to make the 
necessary investigations and preliminary arrange- 
ments to carry into effect the intention of congress, 
the only mode which seemed practicable or likely to 
accomplish the purposes indicated, was to avail my- 
self of the kind offices of some of our resident min- 
isters abroad. To two of them, Mr. Everett in 
London, and Mr. King in Paris, | addressed commu- 
nications and submitted certain propositions, with a 
request they would submit them, in that mode most 





But if pri-| 


Would it not be better that this sum should, 


acceptable to themselves, to the post office depart- 
ments of the two governments, copies of which ac- 
company this report. 
| From Mr. King I have received a communication, 
‘informing me that he had submitted the projet to the 
post office department of France, and he had rea- 
' sons to believe that this, or some mode like it, would 
be acceded to by that government. 
| A more simple arrangement could be made, if the 
| postmaster general was vested with power to exe- 
cute and issue stamps to he used on foreign letters, 
/and authorized to exchange stamps or purchase them 
‘from foreign governments. If during the session of 
congress, | shall be informed of the favorable result 
of the proposition submitted, I shall submit to you, 
to be communicated to that body, a further commu- 
nication with the plan in detail, suggesting such le- 
gislation as may be deemed necessary to carry it into 
elfect. Respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t., 

C. A. WICKLIFFE. 


} 
| 
| 
| 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THLE 
NAVY. 


—_———— ee $e 


Navy Department, Nov. 25, 1844. 

Sir: [ have the honor to present to you the annual 

_report of the condition and operations of this de- 
partment of the public service. 

The navy of the United States consists of six 
ships of the line, one razee, fourteen frigates, twen- 
ty-one sloops of war, sixteen brigs and schooners, 
three store ships, and eight steamers afloat. 

There are onthe stocks inan unfinished state, 
four ships of the line, three frigates, one store ship, 
aniron steamer at Pittsburg, and one at the navy 
yard at Washington to be used as a water tank. 
Since the last annual report, after careful survey 
and inspection, it was found most conducive to the 
public interest to sell the frigate Hudson, and the 
store ships Concert and Chipola, and orders have 
been recently given for the sale of the Pioneer. In 
each case the navy agent conducting the sale was 
limited as to the price, and the sales are satisfactory. 
‘the Hudson was originally built by contract fora 
foreign government, was found to be unworthy of 
repair, and it was believed to be more advantageous. 
to sell than to break her up. 

The vessels in commission have been employed as, 
follows: 

In the home sqnadron, the frigate Potomae, the 
sloops Vincennes, Vandalia, and Faimouth, the brizs 
Somers and Lawrence, and the steamer Union, un- 
der the command of Com. Conner. In the month of 
August the Vincennes returned north from the Gulf 
of Mexico, was put in ordinary, and her crew dis- 
charged. 

In the Mediterranean sea, the squadron was un- 
der command of Com. Morris, until he left that 
station inthe Delaware 74 in February, when the 
command devolved on Com. Jos. Smith. Our naval 
forces in thatsea consist of the frigates Cumber- 
land and Columbia, sloops Plymouth and Fairfield, 
and store-ship Lexington. he new sloop St. Ma- 
ry’s is under orders, and will proceed, as soon as 
she ts ready for sea, to relieve the Fairfield. 

On the coast of Brazil, the squadron has consisted 
of the Columbus 74, frigates Raritan and Congress, 
sloops John Adams and Boston, brig Bainbridge and 
schooner Enterprise. 

The Columbus, John Adams, and Enterprise have 
returned home, been put m ordinary, and their 
crews discharged. ‘Thesquadron is under the com- 
mand of Com. Daniel Turner. 

luthe Pacific Ocean there have been employed 

the frigates United States and Savannah, sloops 
Cyane, Levant, and Warren, schooner Shark and 
|Store-ship Relief. The United States and Cyane 
have returned home, been put in ordinary, and their 
crews discharged. The new sloop Portsmouth has 
been fitted for sea, and is under orders to juin this 
squadron. Com. Thos. Ap. C. Jones was reheved 
from the command by Com. Alexander J. Dallas, by 
| whose lamented death in the month of June last, the 
_cummand devolved on Capt. James Armstrong, the 
/second incommand. Com. John D. Sloat has been 
|ordered to the Pacific to assume cominand on that 
| station. 
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No change has been made in the vessels compos—jand the Isthmus of Darien. The mails for the 
ing the East India Squadron since the last annual re- | squadron, and for such of our citizens as choose to 
port. The frigate Brandywine arrived at Macao) adopt this mode of conveyance, are regularly for- 
with the Hon. Caleb Cushing on board, in February | warded by this route. The schooner Flirt, Lieut: 
last. The sloop St. Louis and the brig Perry have} Davis, will be employed onthe same duty. It is 
since arrived at the same port. [oth of these ves-/ believed that great advantage to the service and to 
sels were detained on their outward passage by the| the public will result from this mode of communica- 
illness of Com. Cocke of the St. Louis, and of Com. | tion with the Pacific Ocean. 

Dupont, of the Perry. ‘To the mortification of both; The Pennsylvania, at Norfolk; the North Cavoli- 
these officers, and to the regret of the department, | na, at New York; the Ohio, at Boston; the Experi- 
each was compelled, by the state of his health, to| ment, at Philadelphia; the On-ka-hy-e, at Charles- 
relinquish his command and return to the U, States. | ton; and the Ontario, at Baltimore, are employed as 
Captain McKeever and Com. John Stone Paine | receiving vessels. 

were sent out to supply their places. The squadron} The force estimated for and proposed to be em— 
is commanded by Com. Foxhall A. Parker. ‘The | ployed during the year, commencing the first day of 
frigate Constellation, bearing the pendant of Com. ; July, 1845, consists of 10 frigates, 13 sloops of war, 
Kearney, returned home in April Jast, after acruise | 7 brigs, 2 schooners, 4 armed steamers, 3 small 
of nearly four years. She has been laid up and her | steamers, 4 store-ships, and 2 small vessels. 

crew discharged. ; It is not so large as that estimated for in the last 

The squadron on the coast of Africa, under com- annual report—but it is somewhat larger than that 
mand of Com. M.C. Perry, consists of the frigate | authorized by the appropriations for the current fis- 
Macedonian, sloops Saratoga and Decatur, and brig|calyear. Itis confidently believed that this force 
Porpoise, mounting ninety-three guns. The sloops; may be most advantageously employed in giving 
Preble and Yorktown, and brig Truxton, have been, protection to American commerce, which is daily 
sent out to relieve the Saratoga, Decatur and Por-!| enlarging its operations in every region of the globe. 
poise. The new sloop Jamestown has been launched 
and is in active preparation to go to sea to relieve; are so extended, and the : 
the Macedonian. Com. Charles W. Skinner has) citizens requiring their protection, so large, that itis 
been ordered to proceed in her to the station and re- hardly possible, with the utmost zeal and activity on 
lieve Com. Perry. Another sloop will be ordered to| the part of the officers, to v isit many points, where 
the station with all practicable despatch, The | the presence of a national ship is necessary to attain 
squadron, as thus constituled, will mount eighty | this great object. 
three guns. Itis found that single decked vessels thed. at 
are suited to this service, and that in them the! ed, the oflicers and men are kept familiar and prac- 
health of the officers and crew will be more secure| tised in their duties, and itis not believed that the 
than in those of a larger class and more difficult of | pubiic vessels sustain more damage than if kept in 
ventilation. Jt affords me pleasure to state that the | ordinary. 
apprehensions which were entertained for the health | By the act of the 17th of June, 1844, it is provid- 
of the squadron have notbeen realized. While at | ed that the whole number of petty officers, seamen, 
sea it is found that their health is good, and the de- | ordinary seamen, landsmen, and the boys in the 
leteirous influence of the climate is only felt by) naval service during the current fiscal year shall not 
those on shore. The operations of the squadron! exceed at any one time, seven thousand five hundred 
have, it is believed, exercised a favorable influence | men. | ) 
in preventing the slave trade. With the provision! pend the enlistment of men, and to discharge the 

our law denouncing it as piracy, and the presence of ; crews of the vessels as they reached our own wa- 


° Pa ’ | " ‘ yf ° — } _ - ry 
our naval forces, with the authority to visit all ves-| ters, until the required reduction was effected. Tie 





sels under the American flag, it is not probable that) line of battle ships have beca put out of commission, | 4% highly satisfactory. 
our citizens will engage in this disgraceful and peri-| except as receiving vessels, and the complements ot 
lous traflic, or our flag be used by others to any great | men allowed to the several classes carefully revised | 


extent. and reduced to the lowest point consistent wita the | 


" ‘ e > > . ree i @ fa £ ¢h > reac >} wns 2) \ mr 4 ( ee 
If other Yyrisiban nations wouid infliet the same | saiety O1 the vessei and the honor of the flag. It iS | 


. . . > rally .« la ‘Lwa rniby ec ‘ . » J - 
hardly possible, in view of the changes of crews on | 2 Tope-w alk at the Memphis Depot on the Mississip 


ishr 3 ofienders, itis not improbable | 

punishment on the ; | Tee ieee Cet an ee dept re 

that the trade would cease. | foreign stations to ear any Renny pane with 
. 7 . . 7 ‘7 | we . baad PQ RY > , p y vf ! as > nV > 

‘The store-ship Erie {Ss about to sail from N. Y¥ ork exact precision. he t Dat tmen 14S ep eavored 


with stores for this squadron. 


a residence on shore, the influence of the climate in | Measures adopted have been successful. 
deteriorating provisions when in store, and the diffi— | I deem it my duty to suzgest that the reduction 
culties of landing them, make it very desirable to) nyade by that provision will, in my opinion, be inju- | 
have a large and well found store-ship permanently | rious to the public interest. it preeludes the em- 
attached to the station. ployment of ships of the largest class, and if it| 
No alteration has been made inthe crnising| should become the settled policy of the government, | 
grounds of the several squadrons since the last an-| the officers who will be required to command then, | 
nual report. | in the event of war, will not heve that degree of | 
‘The following wessels have been employed on spe-} familiarity, with the order and management of ships | 
cial service. The frigate Constitution, Capt. Perci-;of the line, which is essential to success. There | 
val, sailed from New York on the 29th May last, on | are also considerations of great weight against adopt- | 
a cruise in the Indian Ocean. ‘Phe Hon. Ilenry A ling asa maximum the number of men intended to | 
Wise took passage in this ship, and was landed at} be actually employed. la sending reliefs to squad- 


Rio de Janeire on the Ga August, when she pro-| rons abroad, it will frequently happen that the rehief | 

ceeded on her cruise. | vessel sails before the one to be relieved returns | 
The steamer Princeton, Capt. Stockton, hos been home; while one is on the way to her station and 

employed in gun-practice aad experiments. She is| the other on her return, there 1s apparently a double | 

urder orders to be prepared for a cruise to test her| crew in service, but not so for any valuable purpose. | 
{ . "paetpioti ~saihlie ewicmer ’ " rn 

aualities, as well under hei sails as her steam, and| With such a restriction no pubic exigency or untore- | 

qw« : ¥ r . - pa ae aepec ty , ! P “ . sf se S| 

tu determine the advantages of ber mode of propul—} seen national ne cessity would auth rise an additi yn | 
| to the number until the law could be repealed. The 

Semmes, has been| coast survey, the ordinary,and the receiving ships, 


S100. 

The steamer Poinsett, Lieut. 
employed in making surveys between Apalachicola 
bay and the Balize. finished, and she 
will be laid up for the winter. ! 

The brig Truxton, Lieut. Upshur, returned from 
Constantinople in January last, with the rematis ol 


| 
! 
| 
i 
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all require men, and they forma part of those al- | 
Jowed to the navy. | 
I have, therefore, caused estimates to be prepared 
fornine thousand men for the next year, and it is} 
believed that this number will not leave available, | 
Com. David Porter, and in June,sailed to join the | for the ships of war in then appropriate duly on | 
squadron on the coast of Africa, under command of) foreign service, More ivan seven tousana five hun- 
Comme, Bruce. dred men. j 
ry ° . a tho 5 "hPr "an re r 11Ta | 
The steamers Col. Plarney and General Taylor} An increase ol the numoei of pursers and sur-| 
vere transferred from the war department for the | geous is respectiully recommended. 1 he number of | 
’ ‘VV Witwe . , i tte i . Ue 4 , ; : 4 +s ‘i . a : ts 7 : 
tise of the navy. The former has been employed inj the former is not suliscient lo relieve the command 
the transpertation of recruits and supplies for the | ing officers from the necessity of RORIOrAMNg 
* Tel eer er ities of ser. ‘ur this they are not compensat- 
navy, and is now under orders to sail without delay | duties of purser Bi it xe A ya | ond they are | 
under command of Lieut. Lynch,to prevent tres-|ed, the duties are ho Prorat? , Pe te ‘ i@y a5, 
“ily ae timher.on the public. Leometimes. i e apparent defalcations for | 
passes on the live oak and other timver on ihe public sometimes involved ip api fen “f ‘ me nt ay 
lands, between Cape Sable and the Balize, with in- wantof knowledge of accouals ane o 1€ re pare 
eet? =e : uy Bre’ - : . ae : wage “hs ee TlLa ies sbursing o cers 
suuctions to give aid to merchant vessels in distress | forms of vouchers. ‘The dut * oO et ue & mon 
: . . ’ : “al T'avior eS we ¢ : suc reiatior ecre 
during the coming winter. ‘The General Taylor, | places the commander in 3 ha - . © begs = re 
Lieut. Farrand, bas been employed for like purposes | as to affect injuriously the discipline o ship. 
ee fa ‘y pean alla provision shali be made for the increase of the num. 
Quien ‘ He j abet BL. ° I , = . ° SS as “c : 2 “ r agzie paar 4¢ 
J - scl ° ner Phoenix, and brig Oregon, have been ber of disbursing officers of the navy, as is earnestly 
Aap ise Ege ced under the command of Lieut.| recommended, it may be effected with more econo- | 
BuUrceess e ; ; aetawa aete eae eaaea < - 7 “7 : ; 
guicnessively employed uncer lie co " sleut. ’ ; ee eee at 
" ; . ctwee his cc jirvimy and with vreat advantage, by auluorizing tie 
Arthur Suyclair, as a packet between this coupirs iV, ai sued f 5 d 
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The cruising grounds of the several squadrons | 
interest of our fellow-| Sree, against any abuse or waste in this respect. 


In affording it, a high public duty is discharg- | 


The department promptly gave orders to sus- | “he { ( 
| foreign hemp, if domestic can be procured of sui 





~ 


appointment of assistant pursers ata smal! salary. 
Twelve such officers might be employed with fw 
advantage in the small vessels in commission. They 
would acquire an accurate knowledge of theiy di 
ties, and constitute a class from which PrOMOtion 
to the more important and responsible office of 
purser might be advantageously made. In the py. 
tish naval service, the employment of clerks in 
charge, in the smaller vessels, doing the duty of 
purser, has been approved, after long experience. , 
The number of surgeons and assistants is found 
to be below the wants of the service. 7 
Oregon had to proceed to sea, recenily, with rn 
citizen surgeon, and the voluntary but reluctant po. 
signation of several passed assistant surgeons of 
great merit, shows that the duties required of those 
in service are greater than they ought to be subject. 
ed to. ie 
The measures adopted to keep a regular propepy 
account and to enforce accountability in the purchas, 
ing and disbursing of supplies and in the public 
stores have been very successful. : 
The inventories eghibit a very large amount of 
public property under the control of this departmes 
and the returns required and the examinations t, 
which they are subjected, wiil insure, in a great de. 








There appeared to be a considerable quantity of 
articles of various kinds which were no longer § 
foruse. After a careful selection of those, vi hich 
could be made available with repair, the residue 





To this protection they are enti- | have been directed to be sold and the proceeds car. 


ried to the head of appropriations, from which they 
were purchased; a detaiied statement of these sale: 
_will be communicated as soon as they are closed. 

Under the act of 17th June, 1844, and the Woint 


| resolution of 18th February, 1843, a hemp agent has 


been appointed for the state of Missouri. Tie 
agents for Kentucky and Missouri have been jp. 
structed to afford every facility and information on 
4t€d to allord every tacitly an Intormation on 
}y rh 
tne subject, und arrangements have been adopted 
for purchases of hemp, with a view of carrying out 
the policy, mdicated by congress, of buying no more 





ble quality, and at as low a price. Some deliveries 
have been made, and the reports as to their quality 
The same rules has been 
opted in procuring supplies of sail duck. 

To enable the hemp growers to have their pro- 
ducts submitted to the necessary tests and inspection 
with greater convenience, it is proposed to establish 


aa 


pi river. 
In execution of tire act of the 13th June last. to 


| — — a P -* sa ¥4> J > > | a E ’ ‘ 
Tho unhealthiness of | t0 conform to the Jaw, and itis believed that the | establish a navy yard at,or adjacent to, the city of 


Memphis, a board of officers was organized and or. 
dered to repair to that city, accompanied by Mr. 
Sanger, the engineer of the bureau of yards ani 
docks. Captain Rousseau, Commr. Adams, and 
Lieut. Johnston, were ordered on this duty; (ney 
made the selection, and reported the results of their 
examinations, witha draft and diagram, and with 
the evidences of title as faras made. The selection 
is approved and believed to be highly advantageous, 
But the difficulties, or rather delays, unavoidably en- 
countered in obtaining a perfect to the site have sus- 
pended the organization of the establishment and 
the commencement of active operations. Estimates 
of additions! appropriations for this work are pre 
sented. 

It is proposed to finish the construction of the fri- 
gate St. Lawrence, of the sloops Alpany and Ger- 
mantown, andof the steamer at Pittsburgh. The 
estimates from the bureau of construction contem- 
plate the completion of these vessels and their 
equipment. ‘Fle reasons on which this recommen: 
dation is founded are stated by the chief of that 
burean in his special report. Under the gencral 
head of appropriation for ‘Increase, Repair, &c.” 
as now presented, coal and hemp, which have here- 
tofore beena subject of specific appropriation are 
included, 

it is not proposed during the comimg year to pro: 
cure any additional surplus of hive oak timber bo- 
yond those already contracted for. A schedule of 
all outstanding contracts for supplies of materials 
for construction, was prepared by my direction soon 
after the adjournment of congress, and they have 
been satisfactarily adjustee and closed or limited so 
as to bring them toa speedy consumation. The es- 
timates from this bureau provide for the repairs of 
the necessary vessels to keep up the contemplated 
force under any circumstances of accident, disaster, 
or recall: and for the wear and tear of yessals in 
commission or in ordinary. 

It is also submitted for the consideration of con- 
gress, that an appropriation be made to rebuild the 
frigate Guerriere, for completing the iron wat- 
steamer which Robert L. Stevens, Esq. has cotl- 
tracted to build according to the provisions of the 
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—— ft April 14, 1842, and to build a brig to repiace 
I salary, MB eaterprise- 


ith rent 
n. They 
their du. 
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1g are made with a view of prosecuting with 
‘ency the dock yard at Memphis, with its appen- 
es, the works at Pensacola, and to carry out the 
,of improvement at the other dock yards, which 
. adopted in the year 1828. Amongst the build- 
slerks yy fe estimated for at Pensacola is a house, or shelter 
duty of coals for steamers, w hich 1s deemed of very great 
ience. sequence to the future operations to our naval 
Tonal gs, Whether appropriations shall be made now, 
ec The {a future time, to complete the plan of the At- 
with g fmmic dock yards, is a question respectfully submitted 
wctont pe, IEgthe consideration of congress. 
geons of Immphere are reasons of great weight in favor of pro- 
of those fqggpsing with all these works with some degree of 
Subject. 





























teagerly sought after. | 
he public service experienced mechanics and 
srers, accustomed to the routine of duty, and, 
reguiations of the public works. Thus on an 
rgency the public interest will not suffer by 
jenly calling into employment men who are not 
prepared to be efficient. 
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3 has been 


ess is often produced, which justice to the men 
ployed, and a due regard to the public interest, 
pid. 

the act of 17th June, the secretary of the navy 
directed to expend an appropriation therein made 
continuance of the work already commenced at 
oklyn for the construction of a stone dry dock,” or 
ne construction of a dry dock on some other plan, 
pshall deem the same better suited for the pur- 
sof the navy, as in his discretion he shall deem 
for the public interest. 

na subsequent section of the same act the secre- 
of the navy was directed to appoimt a compe- 
board of officers and engineers to examine and 
rtto congress at its next session, the relative 
pertics and advantages of a dry dock and of the 


nand railways. A board of officers and engi- 
fs, consisting of Commodore Kearney and Capt. 
man, of the navy, and Captain A. ‘Talcott, and 
P.S. Sanger, civil engineers, were ordered to 
orm this duty, and to examine the harbors of 
sacola, and of Portsmouth, N. H., fer the pur- 


their pro- smentioned in the said section. Uncontrollable 


inspection umstances have delayed the board in the per- 
s Gatablish ance of their duties. But they have made 
Miussissip 


thorough examination necessary to correct con- 
ne last. to ions. 


he city of 
ed and or- 
d by Mr. 
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duty; (ney 
Its of their 
, and with 
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Mdischarge of the duty devolved on me by the 
ion first above recited, I repaired to N. York and 
mined the site at Brooklyn aud the plans of docks 
mitted for my inspection. 
neof these was Gilbert’s balance dock, and the 
tthe sectional dock of Messrs. Moody & Dakin. 
are floating docks. Messrs Moody & Dakin 
tpatented a plan of basin and railway as an ap- 
antazeous. lage to receive the vessel which has been elevated 
sidabte en- ler dock. J am not aware that this last improve- 
s Seabees aise: thad been put into actual operation, otherwise 
ment-and bby a model. In view of the terms employed and 
Estimates he duties imposed, by the two sections above re- 
td to, I construed the Jaw to require the estab- 
ment of a dry dock at Brooklyn. W.th our own 
rience of the admirable adaptation of such struc- 
Sto the purposes of ihe navy, confirmed by the 
Hice of the principal mariti:ne powers of Kurope, 
Hitto be clearly my cuty tu proceed with the 
tdry dock already commenced on @ pion stiuilar 
hose which had been so successius ui Norfolk 
boston, Of the relative properties and advant- 
Fol the floating docks with or without basin and 


Mays, and of the slone dry dock, ior the purposes 


of the fri 
and Ger- 
rgh. ‘The 
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ief of that 
re gencral 
pair, &e.” 
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he havy, ldo not deem it proper to express an 
“Oi, as the aid in forming a correct conclusion, 
expected from the boad charged with that in- 
), by the direction of congress, was pot at my 
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te work on the stone dry dock is progressing in 
lislactory mauner, under the direction of Win. 
’MeNeill, esq. as engineer of the dock. 

“estimates from the bureau of yards and docks 
Provide for improvemenis at the several naval 


lale mr . 
The es- tals, These lib proveimetits are believ ed to be 
. orl: ‘ . 7 j ty “ty 
repairs of fant for the protection of the public property 


ensure the safe and judicious treatment of the 
‘The naval hospital fund is not suflicient to bear 
‘avy an outlay at once, and it is respectiully sub- 
“for the consideration of congress whether an 


“prtation shall be mude for these objects in aid 
© lund, 


itemplated 
t, disaster, 
yessais In 


n of con- 
sbuild the 
iron war- 
has coll- 
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»Uld aiso respectfully state that there are now 
led in (he several naval hospitals ,twelve insane 


It is desirable to retain | 


By temporary em-) 
ment and sudden discharges in dock yards, great : 


rent kinds of floating docks with or without a | 


led at as early a day as will be consistent with | 
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persons belonging to the naval service. These noble | assistant surgeons, and of the pursers in the navy to 


\edifices, which have been constructed for the accom-| have allowed them an assimilated rank: the corres- 


no suitable apartments for the treatment of the in- 
sane. Those suffering under this deplorable malady 
cannot receive that judicious treatment which has, 


} 


| 
| 
} 


in modern times, so frequently led to recovery of. 


reason, and the ravings of the maniac often prove 


| 
_Mahon, the Cape de Verds, and the Sandwich 


highly injurious to the sick inmates of the hospital. I | 
therefore suggest that, if it shall be the pleasure ol) 
congress to provide an asylum for the insane of the. 


District of Columbia, provision may be made for the 
| insane of the navy and army in the same establish- 
_ment. 


| I invite attention toa report from the bureau of) 


ordnance and hydrography on the subject of the de- 


contract, as required by existing laws, ordnance and 
gunpowder. ‘The operation of the proviso to the 
act of the 3d of March, 1843, which requires that 


2 Of Jays and difficulties encountered in procuring, under | 
yity. Labor is at a moderate price, and employ- | 


all supplies for the navy, when time will permit,. 


shall be procured by contract with the lowest bidder 


after advertisement, has vot proimoted the public in- | 


,Vantages of a full and fair competition. 
head of the department and the officers making pur- 
chases, it is a great safeguard against reproaches or 
few zermeinen of improper preferences. 


promoted in procuring many of the most important 
and necessary supplies for the navy in this mode.— 


cines. 
| bidder is to have the contract, whatever may be his 
means, experience or skill. 


next, and so on, until, not unfrequenily, injurious de- 
lays occur, and well founded complaints are made, 
that by combination among bidders, the prices paid 
are higher than the articles would have cost in open 
market. 

[ deem it to be my duty to ask that the provisions 
of this law, applying only to this department, may be 
revised and modified. 

The building for a depot of charts is completed, 
and a substantial wall constructed around the square. 
The grading has been partially made, and to com- 
plete it, and to construct a house for the superinten- 
dent, an estimate is suvmitted and an appropriation 
irecommended. The instruments purchased have 

been received and placed in the depot. They are 
well selected, and may be advantageously employed 





| 


erable progress, and their report may be ex-#jn the necessary observations, with a view to calcu- 


late nautical almanacs. For these we are now in- 
|debted to foreign nations. This work may be done 
by our own naval officers, without Injury to the ser- 
vice, and at a very small expense. itis confidently 
believed that, in the process of time, a most perfect 
set of charts may be supplied from the depot to the 
navy, and to the commercial marine, entirely to be 
relied on for accuracy, at the mere cost of publica- 
lion. 





The operation of the system of supplying the navy 
with clothing, established by the act of 26th August, 
1842, has been highly satisfactory. An appropria- 
tion of one hundred thousand dollars is required to 
mect existing and future liabilities which will cali 
for payment before the returns from the pay of the 
men will enable the depaitment to continue the sup- 
plies. It is believed that after this appropriation, 
the addition to the per cent. on the prime cost, wiil 
cover all losses, and the receipts meet the disburse- 
ments, while the system possesses the great merit of 
furnishing to the seamen the best clothes at moderate 
prices. 


vember, 1844, consisted of two hundred and thirty 
thousand four hundred and thirly four dollars and four- 
teen cents. The number of aged and disabled sea- 
'men who have sought a home at the asylum near 
| Philadelphia, has so increased that it was found ne- 


the governor and surgeon from the rooms occupied 
by them in the building. ‘Two houses, according to 
‘the original plan have been erected and are nearly 
completed, to be occupied by these officers. A small 
slip of ground adjoining the site of the asylum has 
een purchased at a reasonable price. These are 


lishment. 
If it shall be the pleasure of congress to authorize 
States, it would add considerably to its income. The 


the investment. 


sioner of pensions, herewith transmitted. 








Great anxiety is felt by many of the surgeons and} 


terest, nor secured to the public, in all cases, the ad-) 
rm ; 
To the 


But expe- | 
rience has demonstrated that the public interest is not) 


Some of these are ordnance, gunpowder and medt- | 
The law gives no discretion, but the lowest) 


If he declines, which | 
he may do without penalty, it is (o be offered to the 


ne estimates from the bureau of docks and modation and comfort of the sick and disabled, have | ponding officers in the army enjoy it without detri- 


ment to the service. respectfully recommend the 
subject to consideration. 

Pursuant to the actof the 17th of June last, the 
naval storekeepers at Rio de Janeiro, Hong Kong, 
lands, were discontinued, and, with as little delay 
as practicable, oflicers of the navy were ordered 
to perform those duties. As those officers were 
required to give bond before they entered on the 
execution of their orders, some delay occurred in 
making the selection. The compensation allowed 
to each is fifteen hundred dollars per annum, and to 


each is allowed a clerk at six hundred dollars per’ 


annum. 


The experimental examinations of coals, of iron, 
and copper, in which Professor Walter R. Johnson 
was engaged, and on which he reported at the last 
session of congress, were suspended; the appropria- 
tions being exhausted. If it shall be the pleasure of 
congress to have them continued, an appropriation 
will be necessary. : 

In pursuance of the directions of the act of June 
17th, orders were given for the discharge of all per- 
sons in the navy appointed as master’s mates, to do 
duty as midshipmen, since the 4th day of August, 
1842, and who were not at the time of their appoint. 
ment seamen of the Ist class. These orders have 
been executed as to all persons thus situated who 
were in the United States, or who have returned from 
foreign stations. 

The third section of the act repealed so much 
a previous acts of congress as provided that 
officers temporarily performing the duties belonging 
to those of a liigher grade, should receive the com- 
pensation of such higher grade while actually so 


employed 


L respectfully suggest that the operation of this 


of 


| repealing act on those officers who are thus employ- 


their pay for a long time. 


The navy hospital fund, on the first day of No- | 


cessary to their comfort to provide for withdrawing 
) I 5 


believed to be very important additions to the estab- 


the investment of the fund in securities of the United | 


money is now unproductive in the treasury, and I 
| earnestly recommend that authority be given to make | 


‘tue duties of the bureau ef oanstruection 


ed on foreign stations, will probably involve them in 
very serious embarrassments. Uninformed of 1s pas- 
sage, they willregulate their expenditures by the rate 
of compensation which they supposed that the law 
accords to them, and in some of the squadrons, may 
not be advised of their mistake until they have re- 
ceived the higher pay and expended it to solarge an 
amount as to leave them without any income from 
It is not desirable that the 
officers should be indebted to the government, and to 
many the regular receipt of their pay is necessary 
to their support. 

. would respectfully suggest that the operation of 
the law asto them should be postponed until infor- 
mation of its pasggge shail be received on board the 
vessel to which the officer so situated may be attach- 
ed, and [ would recommend that it should not embrace 
the case of passed midshipmen performing the duty 
of master. ‘The expenses necessary incurred by this 
class of officers in the performance of these duties is 
beyond the pay of their own grade. 

Their services as masters are highly advantageous 
and with the present limited number of warranted 
masters, many of whom are unable lo go to sea, trom 
age or infirmity, indispensable, 


‘The report ofthe commandant of the marine corps, 


on the necessity of an inerease of the numbers in that 


. P : x ae 
brauch of the service, is respectfully recommended 
to consideration. 


I respectfully repeat the recommendation of the. 
last annual report, that an additional number of per- 
manent clerks be allowed to this department and the 
several bureaux. ‘The force now allowed by law, 
exceptfora limited time and for temporary purposes, 
is not sufficient to pertorm the duties which the pre- 
sent arrangement of business in the department re- 
quires. ‘The appropriation now made for temporary 
purposes, and the two clerks allowed for the current 
year, with an addition of two or three book—keepers 
in the bureaux, would procure a sufficient number of 
permanent clerks. 

The division of the duties of this department, made 
by the act of reorganization of 3lst of August, 1342, 
has produced much system and order in its opera- 
tious and promises to be yet more beneficial in its 
results, under regulations suggested by experience. 


yy 


he duties of the chief of the bureaux are very jubo- 
rious, and advantage would result from a division of 
> equips 
ment and repair, and the establishment of another 
bureau. 

‘The estimates 


t» 
u ' 
! 
Re 


rom the several bureaux and from 
1 sut Of the marine corps, of the sums 
which wall be required for the proposed service of the 


the comman 


; ensulog year, are transmitted with this report. Res 
The condition of the navy pension fund, and the | 
claims on it, are stated in the report of the commis- | 


spectiully submitted, 
JOHN Y. MASON, 
Seoretary of the navy, 
Te the Presipenr of the United States. 
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Revarions wirh Mexico. The documents ac- 
companying President Tyler’s annnal message to con- 
gress, which we commence the publication of in thi, 
number, are of such importance that we omit many 
articles to make room for what is inserted. 

It will be perceived by the letter of instructions 
from Mr. Calhoun, secretary of state, to Mr. Shan- 
non, our minister at Mexico, that our government as- 
Sumes very broad ground against any further invasion 
of Texas by that power. 

Several of the leading journals in our cities are 
censuring Mr. Shannon severely, for want of tact, in 
communicating tothe Mexican government almost 








intended as private instructions, and on}y tobe used | 


c 3 ° say | 
as occasion might authorize in communicating With held and disposed of by the United States as one of 
i 
i 


the Mexican minister of foreign affairs. On the con- 


trary from the fact of the president having communi- | 


cated said letter openly to congress before he knew! in the northern and northwestern part of said territory, 
west of the 100th degree of longitude west from Green- | 
| wich, so as to divide as equally as may be the whole of. 


SQ 


we 


that Mr. had so used it, we judge that he inten- 
ded the instructions to be public, and in all probabil- 
ity instructed Mr. Shannon to use them exactly as 
pe has done. Certainly Mr. Shannon ought not to 
; ‘ . . . . 

be censured for deficiency of diplomatic tact, if the I 
president was right in sending the said instructions | 
to the world in his annual message, and, which ofcourse | 
places them in the possession of the Mexican gov- 


| 

| 

ernment. | 
However that may be—the letter of Mr. Shannon | 
gave occasion toan exceedingly keen reply from Mr. | 


Reson, the Mexican minister—which reply dated | of the cro 


to latitu 


authentic act, which shows the will of the majority, to 
express their assent to said annexation. 


boundaries fixed by herself, and an extent not exceeding 
ihat of the largest state in the Union, be admitted into 


verbatim, a letter which they say was manifestly i Union.>y virtue of this act, on an equal footing with 
| the origing etates. 


|the annexed country between slaveholding and non. | 
| slaveholding states. 


f 
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the treaty inaking power. 
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A bill to provide for the Annecation of Texas to the United 
Slates. 
Be it enacted, &c. That the president of the United 


States be and he hereby is authorised and advised to 
open negotiations with Mexico and ‘Texas for the ad- 
Justment of boundaries, and the annexation of the 
latter to the United States, on the following bases, to 
Wit: 

I. The boundary of the territory annexed to be in the | 
esert prairie west of the Nueces, and along the high- | 
landsand mountain heights which divide the waters of | 


the Mississippi 
db lors 


om the waters of the Rio del Norte, and 
two degrees north. 
II. The people of Texas, by legislative act, or by any 


Ill. A state to be called “the state of Texas,” with 


IV. ‘The remainder of the annexed territory to be 








heir territories, and to be called “the Southwest Terri: | 
ory. 
V. The existence of slavery to be torever prohibited | 


VI. The assént of Mexico to be obtained by treaty to! 


, such annexation and boundary, or to be dispensed with | 
when the congress of the United States may deem such | PENNSYLVANIA STATE STOCK. 
fary and the 23th November, 1844, about $500,000 of 4 


‘Sent to be unnecessary. 
VIL. Other details of the annexation to be adjusted by | 
reaty, so far ag the same may come within the scope of | 


| 
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Beason range from 2,320,000 to 2,500,000 





r it * blie | bales. Thits— | 
ovember, has found its way to the public ! - . | 
the Gthof N : : ali y P | Atlantic ports, 650,000 to 670,000 bales 
through the Mexican journals. Florida, 170,000 to =«180.000 « 
2 ° ° | q , “~ Rwy ‘ rm ‘ 
Mr. Shannon took exception to the reply, as being | peg — to iioans “ 
R , NCW leans, - 90 0% ( KK 
disrespectful, and demanded its withdrawal—Mr. | ee Sag ieee daha: 0 
" : . ell Ss ae * Cite mn ¢ ¢ or teas 
Rejon refused to withdraw it, whereupon Mr. Shan | ne ai hee to ay an " . 
SRE LEME a sxiean wov-| . 2 He staple this year is better tuan usual. Fine quali- 
non suspended ull intercourse w ith the Mexican ge shine: anil Sea tani 


a reply to Mr Rejon dated the 8th No- 


ernment, in 
vember. 
Gen. Duff Green, who it will be remembered 
went out aspecial messenger from president Tyler, 
to Mexico, with his son, Benj. E. Green secretary 
of legation in Mexico, left Vera Cruz on the 29th 


| this season, into a market already overstocked, than was 
preduced Jast se 


crowding their levee. 
erward. 
Path-Finder, from Greenwood, 
Sultana, from Milliken’s Bend, La., with 2,891: the Ya- 
zoo City, from Yazoo, with 1,663 bales; 


Throwing four bundred and fifty thousand bales more | 


qe 


ason, must have a depressing influence. 
New Orleans papers, of the 3d, state, that cotton is 
“Tt looks fairly imountainons riv- 
Since our last the largest arrivals are by the 
with 1,543 bales; the | 


the Princess, | 


| Of this sum, 200,000 passed between the Ist Febray 
‘tothe Ist August, $100.000 between Ist August ty 
‘November, and $200,000 during November. 


Rajority of estimates as to the amount | 


‘their late elecin 
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send-prices to a deeper depth than they have react 

































































yet. ‘This panic is not created by speculators frp , sd 
purpose of depressing prices, but grows out of ;),._. jc 
of our foreign affairs. It is produced by the bans “Gl Frere | 
position of our relations with Mexico, and through » See 
c¢ untry, perhaps, with others of more importanes. ‘ 
believe, that should the existing feeling cont “i ) 
days, quotations for all kinds of fancy stocks woul ee 
cline 15 per cent. at least from present prices.” S 
lhe N. Y. correspondent of the Nationa! Litelic 
cer says: “What with the news from Mexico, BR. fa We sh: 
Ayres, and South Carolina, capitalists have taken 4 iq relatior 
alarm. Smali holders are eager to sell, but they can, cis oo 
find buyers except at ruinous sacrifices.” pie ed in ‘thi 
New Yorx trap. Exports from the port of 1 ygggne®! doct 
During the mouth of Nov., 1843, 81.9409 inserted 
4 Oct., 1844, 3.401) op - 
Nov., 1844, 3,058 5 of tha 


country, § 
cial Jour! 
in this co 


Domestic merchandize exported from 1st Jan. to 
30th November, 1844, 23,718 9 


Specie exported, sanie time, $5,632.102 








** imported - 1,072,664 Bcia) trams 
aa congress. 

; : r; | 

Excess of exports in 11 months, $4,559,448 which ac 


: . this numt 
THe New York canats, opened this season oy, 


(18th April and closed on the 281h Nov.—having been; aN 

operation 224 days. Fourteen of the twenty y: ars Das 

the canal was open longer, and six years not so 7 Pa 

the present season. In 1843, they were open only) 

days, the shortest pertod in twenty years. In 1826. i ian 

were open 243 days, being the lungest period. »'D ae 
Between the Ist Feil Chatles 


thie 22d Ji 
James | 
hr., Rober 
) Wall, : 
James £ 
yetober, 1 
James | 
phia, vice 
James | 
pf the Cus’ 
fall, esq. 


stock of the state of Pennsylvania previously held | 
foreigners, Were transferred to holders in this coy 


a. 


Morris cAnan. The amount due by the Morris¢ 
nal Company to bankers of Amsterdam, and which 
raised by the sale of the work some days since, jias be 
remitted to Amsterdam by the two last steamers. ‘' 
amount was $600,000. The state of Indina also rece 
ed about $60,000 out of the proeeeds of the sale on, 


: ‘ SupREM! 
count of her debt. VUPREM: 


‘he court 
force betw 
pr the SUI) 
ion of put 
niorce un 
The case 
by his cou 
ng the els 
a3 NOW g 
ened to W 
vas leit to 


Maine. Legislative session. The people of Mai: 
jevided, by a vo'e of 32,029 to 10.01 
isiainre shall meet after the ‘present wing 


that their leg 
Wednesday of May, instead of the fi 









on the second V4 
Wednesday of January, as heretofore. 


PexnsyLvann. he Legislature commenced its: 
nual session on Tuesday jast the 10:h instant. 

Lhe over r elect, Mr. Schunk, is to be inaugurate 
on the third Tuesday, \2ist) January. 
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ult. in the cutter Woodbury, toi Gelveston Hexas, from. Natchez, with 2.294 bales; and the Concordia, from | 
where the General landed and remains as consul.— Vicksburg, with 2.047 bales. [Half a dozen other boats, | 

-- con reached New Orleans on the 3/ instant, and_ within the same time, have brought down bales ‘too nu- 
His son re: : | merous to.mention,’ while tobacco, and sugar, and mo- 
is now probably at Washington, bearer of despatches | acces have been prolific in their recent deposi‘es.” 
from Mr. Shannon. ; Prices in “ Liverp se ete ere iby. the 

: = ‘arr ' Irst Week In November auvont of a penny, but on the 
Mr. Rejon’s letter to Mr, Shannon will no doubt arrival of the Acadia from New York, trees ‘aii 4 


reach congress in time to enable us to lay the official ceded. ‘The Caledonia lef prices on the 19h ulumo, as | 
P | a or rT . se ahem ll | 
translation before our readers in the next number low as they had beea ai ail. 


‘ ; 
The last Londo and Havre packets from | 
took out $151,670, in specie. 


It seems that Mr. hears. 


New York 


tejon’s 


of the Register. teitare| 
have received the unanimous 2 pproval of the Mexi- 


can congress. made of a low standard, have been manufactured for 
The attitude which the president has assumed in re-! the express purpose of circulation in the United States 
{ 


wy | Tr is sai at the fraud id ‘have b 
lation to both Texas and Mexico, is distinctly set I: is said that the fi only have be 


i couid 
he mint. 
forth inthe documents contained in this number. | 


en detected at 


Froun. The Balimore inspection of last week com 
prised 10,218 barre ls and 1043 half barrels. Price $4 12 


{3 
a 4 25. 


® . | 

Accompanying the president’s message, Is a letter 
This week 7,994 barrels and 486 halt barrels. | 
| 


of instructions from Mr. Calhoun, secretary of state, 
to Mr. King, our minister at the French court relative 


Wueat. Prime red at Baltimore during last we ek | 
to our affairs with Mexico, Texas, Slavery, and Great 


was 88493; white 105. This week it requires. strictly 
; prune to obtain 21; good red 75 to 57; white 95a102, 
Britain, which attracts much attention and has oceas- 


' ett he ee eels Be Corn. Some 60 to 70,009 bushels Maryland and eI 
joned a call upon the president, by tne senate, tor 'ginia in the Bahimore market, prices 37239 cents. 


any further correspondence held with said govern-| 
ment in relation to those subjeets. The letter allu-) 
ded to will probably be inserted in our next. 
ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. On the 10th instant Se- 
sator McUvrrig, introduced into the United States sena'e 
1oOhal resoluuons lor the annexation ot jexas to the 1 Be 
‘on, corresponding with the pri ject of the treaty for that 
purpose reje ected at the last session by the senate. The re- | 
eolutons were referred to the comm tee on foreign rela: 


tians. _ 
@a the 12h instant, Mr. Cuarres J 


Maryland; 126 Ohio; 16 Kentucky—total 539 hhds.—|} 
This week 360 Maryland; 41 Ohio—total 40! hhds.— 
No: much is doing inthe article at this period of the | 
year. Pricesremain steady. Supericr qualities continue 
to be enquired for. 

‘T'ebaeco is now transpo.tel from Wheeling to Balti- 
more at 675 to 79 cents per 100 pound. 





Several thousand bushels have arrived at 
‘The price at Liverpool was 


ey 


PoTATVES 
New York from Europe. 
22 vents a bushel. 
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par.ed similar resulutions from the committee on loregn . ‘ yarn aia, ' hl V.Z: : 
relations to the house of representatives, which were re-| New Yorr STOC K MARKET. Panic, sure enough. Phe| i. G Youny, I’. W. Huey, J. B. Skipper, Lew" 
ferred to the committee of the whole house. Mr. I. sig- | New York Herald, of W ednesday says: There 13 a per- Boozer, Wiilam Cain, and R. De Treville; who 0" 
nified his infention to move to go Info & consideration ol | fect panic mn Wall street to-day. Stocks fell off from one | day appointed, met and cast their votes fur Mes 
those gesolutions on the 23d insta 3 t. three per vent. very stock ia the list declined. Ihe | Polk and Dallas. 

On the 10th instant Senator BENTON, agreeably d-pression has been carried to a much greater extent | ae dis a og . 
‘re vions nouce, propesed the tullowing bill for the annex: , than anticipated by the most rabid lear in the street.— ILLINOIS. J lie i€ gisiature of this state met i ne 
I 2/ inttant. Wm. A. Richardson, €§4: 


ation of ‘J'exas—which was relerrea 


foreign relations. ot stuck jobbers. 


led 
| commencement of the year $179,471 50, which, add 
jto the receipts uf the year, made 


| | 
A late English paper says that counterfeit sovereigns, | 


| the distribution 
which wus adopted bya vote of 74 to5l. 


aul governor. 
by jvint ballot to elect a govern >r and lieut. governor! 
tiie State. 
eda maj rity of eight votes, and was duly elected? 
vernor. 
{ 


Electors of president and vice president. A! + Pr 
vious sittrng of the legislature the following genve’* 


tu the committee of | The present panic is beyond the control of any clique | field on the 
| J; is the real panic, and one that will] elected speaker of the house of delegates. 


A siate treasurer, is to be chosen by joint ballot of bof! 
houses on the 8d Monday (20:h) of January. 

A United States Senator, to succeed Mr. Sturceon, Avti-'T, 
to be elected by joint bollot on the 2d Tuesday (13%) evellly Thy 


Jannary. 

Finances. ‘The receipts into the treasury of the sta 
fro:n the Ist of Dec. 1843, to the 30th Nov. "44, amount 
to $2,331,765 53. Balance in the treasury 


ae? 


$2,511,287 03. ‘I 
payments during the year amounted to $1,847,335 | 
leaving a balance in the treasury, on the 30th of Ne 
of $663,851 83. The receip's into the treasury irom i 
public works, dering the fiscal year ending on the & 
ult. were $1,164,325 34, an increase over the pre‘! 
year of $144,924 69. 

Viruixta Land distribution money. Sa the Virzi 
house cf delegates ou ‘Tuesday last, Mr. Garnett otlet 
u resolution that the treasurer of the camino eu 
directed to receive the $41,567, the siute’s share usd 
act of the congress of the U. Sate 

Instructing U.S. senators. The governor of Virzit! 
in his message says: ‘The course of our senators at! 
last session requires our legislature to instruct them. 
Rives spuke for Texas, and then voted against it. Mr 
Archer supported it nether by his argunent nt) 
vote. This sovereign state is, therefore, called upol! 
instruct her servan's in their duty.” a 

The Hen. A. Stevenson, in a note published in | 
tichmond Enquirer, declines being a candidate tu 


; Pore, ein 
Torvacco. Inspections at Baltimore last week, 338). Scuator. 


Sourn Canons. Election of governor and luwe 
On the 7th inst. the legi-Jature proceed 
Woiortam AlKen, on the fourth ballot obt 
J. i. Irvin, was elected lieut. governor on" 
irst ballot. 


were chosen electors of president and vice  presise™ 


F. H. Elmore, I’. W. Pickens, J. D. Withers! 
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